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Summary 

The project “Strategies for trawl fisheries bycatch management” (REBYC-II CTI Project) is 

concluding. The significant result of the project in the Philippines is the Samar Sea Fisheries 

Management Plan (SSFMP) that is now functional through the Alliance of Local 

Government Units (LGU). Various studies, part of the project and outside the project, had 

contributed to the plan and its operationalisation. The seminar was to familiarise the 

stakeholders on the details of the studies that support the SSFMP. The National Stock 

Assessment Program of the BFAR with the National Fisheries Development and Research 

Institute (NFRDI) provided important stock estimates as a basis for the planning. The 

results of the oceanographic and demersal fishery survey of M/V DA-BFAR, the critical 

habitat study, gear catalogue and mapping of fishing areas and more importantly, the study 

on socio-economic status of trawlers in Samar Sea were shared.  Results of some fishery 

studies done by the Samar State University were also discussed. It was concluded that such 

research studies need to be continued, and that the plan and implementation should 

continue to make use of the studies for effective management.   

 
BACKGROUND / RATIONALE: 

 
1) The management of a particular fishing ground presents specific opportunities and 

challenges, thus requiring varying approaches. The REBYC-II-CTI Project entitled 
“Strategies for trawl fisheries bycatch management” has made great strides towards 
providing a more tangible management in the Samar Sea area. One major output of the 
project is the Samar Sea Fisheries Management Plan (SSFMP), providing the framework 
to the management of fisheries that would enable Local Chief Executives to collectively 
manage the area. 



 
2) With the project culmination, the initiative to mainstream the SSFMP to the Local 

Government Units (LGUs) through the Samar Sea Alliance of LGUs for Fisheries 
Management and Development (SASAFMD), in coordination with BFAR is working. The 
plans and programs developed through this approach are the essential aspects for the 
implementing rules and regulations of the SSFMP.    

 
3) The National Stock Assessment Program (NSAP) of the BFAR with the National 

Fisheries Development and Research Institute (NFRDI) as the overseer has been 
instrumental in providing tangible data and information towards management of the 
various fisheries in the country. While various strategies and specific measures have 
been put in place, the success of such measures will largely depend on how the data 
collected under NSAP is used.   

 

4) The seminar/review was thus intended to convey and popularize to stakeholders the 
significance of NSAP and other survey activities as benchmarks and indicators as the 
SSFMP gets underway.  The Prospectus of the Seminar/Review is attached as Annex 1.  

 

5) The seminar/review was held at Maqueda Bay Hotel in Catbalogan City, Samar, 
Philippines, on November 11-12, 2016 and attended by 41 Fisheries Technicians, 
Municipal and Commercial Fisherfolk, Municipal Agriculturist Officers, Staff from the 
Provincial Agriculture/Fisheries Offices, Project TWG Member and Project Staff from 
BFAR Central Office.  The list of participants is attached as Annex 2. 
 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SEMINAR/REVIEW 
 

Opening Program 
 

6) Mr. Daniel Daguman, City Agriculturist of Catbalogan, delivered the message on behalf 
of Hon. Stephanie Uy-Tan.  He emphasized that the provisions of the Samar Sea 
Fisheries Management Plan (SSFMP) would be realized if all stakeholders will play their 
part.  He also highlighted that the SSFMP would guide or direct on how to manage the 
fisheries at municipality and local level.  Considering the relatively high fish 
consumption in Samar Sea, he also stressed the need to take necessary steps to support 
the plan and enhance the living condition of Samareños.  
 

7) He likewise emphasized that the incidence of malnutrition is very high and cannot be 
solved overnight by planning and decision-making. Thus, it is a big challenge for those 
present in the forum to look deeper in finding means to fully achieve their goals for a 
more sufficient and secured future for Samareños. 

 

8) In his message, Engr. Rolando Ay-ay, representing BFAR Regional Fisheries Office 8 
(RFO8), regarded the seminar/review as an essential aspect for the implementation of 
the SSFMP and that this is a good initiative in mainstreaming the SSFMP to the BFAR 
and LGU Plans.  He cited the importance of the NSAP in providing data and scientific 



information towards the rational management of the various fisheries in the 
Philippines. Moreover, he stressed that scientific information, particularly stock 
assessment, had been very helpful in the policy formulation for the SSFMP and that 
NSAP would provide the benchmark and the current status of the Samar Sea. 

 
PRESENTATIONS 

 
9) Overview of the Seminar/Review.   Dr. Norberto T. Berida presented the overview of 

the workshop. He mentioned that NSAP through the National Fisheries Research and 
Development Institute (NFRDI) as well as the stock assessment conducted by the M/V 
DA-BFAR have played a major role in the formulation of various fisheries management 
plans in the country. Furthermore, he reiterated that the results of the studies related to 
stock assessment could provide the necessary benchmarks while showing the current 
status of the fishery resources in Samar Sea (Annex 3). 

 
10) REBYC-II-CTI Overview. Mr. Ronnie O. Romero, project staff from NFRDI, presented 

the project overview and the latest updates on the project. He highlighted that the 
project ends in September, thus it is important for those present to discuss and provide 
inputs on the ways forward especially on measures towards project sustainability 
(Annex 4). 

 
11) Project Updates. Dr. Jonathan O. Dickson, National Technical Officer of the project, 

presented the latest developments regarding the project as a result of their meeting in 
Bangkok, Thailand held last September 21-25, 2016. Accordingly, he said that among 
the five (5) participating countries, only the Philippines has come up with a detailed 
management plan. He also presented information on the future of trawl fisheries in 
Southeast Asian Region and mentioned that a 3rd Phase Project could be on the way.   
(Annex 5). 

 
12) He highlighted the very important role of the project towards crafting up of the SSFMP 

and its major role in the institutionalization of a closed season in the area. 
 

13) NSAP in Samar Sea - Brief Overview.  Ms. Merian Amigo, BFAR RFO8 Technical Staff, 
presented the NSAP results of 2015, highlighting that trawl was the most dominant 
commercial fishing gear in Samar which produced 163.6 mt.  Meanwhile, gill net was the 
most dominant municipal fishing gear with a production of 204.3 mt.  The productions 
of both gears were observed to be declining from September to December.  It was also 
noted that Danish Seine has the highest CPUE in commercial fishing at 652.8 
kg/boat/day while gillnet remains to have the highest CPUE with 302 kg/boat/day in 
Municipal fishing. 

 
14) Single pattern of recruitment was observed for shortfin scad, kawakawa, splendid 

ponyfish, ornate threadfin bream, short mackerel, Indian mackerel, bigeye scad, 
fringescale sardinella and Bali sardinella. These species were also found to have 
exceeded the ideal exploitation rate.  Her presentation is attached as Annex 6. 

 



15) Biology and Population of Commercially Important Species in Samar Sea: Mr. 
Ronnie O. Romero, REBYC-II-CTI Project Technical Staff presented the report of REBYC 
I Pilot Project.  He explained that one of the objectives of the Pilot Project was to 
determine the population parameters and spawning season of major species caught in 
Samar Sea Project Site.   

 

16) It was discussed that the peak fishing season of fish and shrimp trawls was during the 
summer months. With regard to the catch composition, the most abundant catch in 
shrimp trawl was lizardfish and that only 1% of the catch were shrimps while 14% were 
rejects. Moreover, majority of the major species sampled for population parameters had 
exceeded the ideal exploitation rate. 

 

17) He emphasized that most of the commercially important fish species in Samar Sea were 
caught at early stage as indicated in the gonado-somatic index.  He also highlighted the 
“no commercial fishing” zone in Samar Sea which needs to be managed accordingly.  
Among the important results of the several activities and outputs of the project, the 
conduct of the socio-economic study and the development of the Samar Sea Fisheries 
Management Plan need special mention. 

 
18) The project results showed that April-August were the spawning months for the major 

fish species in Samar Sea. It was in this view that April to May and July to August of each 
year are proposed to be the closed seasons in order to allow the major fish stocks to 
replenish. 

 
19) On a query of the OIC-MAO of Sto. Niño regarding the implementation of a closed season, 

Mr. Romero explained that there was a strong indication of resources decline for Samar 
Sea, such that certain measures like the closed season are needed to improve the 
situation, especially as the SSFMP is still in its initial "honeymoon” stage.  While it was 
explained that theoretically matured fish when not caught will eventually die a natural 
death, catching them when they are gravid is not ideal, thus allowing them to spawn 
before eventually catching them is the most ideal option. His presentation is attached as 
Annex 7. 

 
20) Mr. Rex Dasal also suggested that establishment of a marine protected area (MPA) in 

addition to the closed season can be a practical option to allow stock replenishment in 
Samar Sea, a suggestion which was a welcomed by the body. 

 
21) Oceanographic survey of M/V DA-BFAR.  Mr. Joeren Yleana, CFD Technical Staff and 

Researcher of MV DA-BFAR, presented the topic.  He highlighted on the distribution and 
range of sea surface temperature (SST).  He explained that the entire sampling area 
indicated high temperature ranges, due also to the shallow depths of the entire sampling 
stations.  

 
22) It was also stressed that a shallow mixed layer started at the surface down to 13 m while 

thermocline level started at 15 m until 30 m and that most of the stations are situated 



within the thermocline layer. Chlorophyll and dissolved oxygen levels of the project site 
were further discussed. With regards to the fish larvae densities, higher densities were 
observed at surface tow with 924 individuals/1000 m3 (mean density 48.63/1000 m3) 
compared to oblique tows, having a total density of 608 individuals/1000 m3 (mean 
density 32/1000 m3) (Annex 8). 

 
23) Demersal fisheries survey of M/V DA-BFAR.  Mr Yleana, continued on to present the 

results of the survey.  He revealed that the estimated demersal fish biomass of Samar 
Sea was 1.8 mt/km2 based on the study conducted by the University of the Philippines 
1979-1981 (Armada et al., 1983). A higher biomass was observed in 2013 at 2.8 
mt/km2; however, this was way below the initial findings in 1948 with 6.03 mt/km2.  It 
was also explained that this estimate was relatively higher compared to the adjacent 
Visayan Sea. While that there was an apparent increase of biomass, he also stressed that 
the diversity of fish (or the number of observed species) was less than 100, which was 
low compared to previous studies in the area (Annex 9). 

 
23) Critical Habitat in Samar Sea.  Mr. Efren V. Hilario, REBYC-II-CTI Project Technical 

Staff, presented the topic.  He explained the survey techniques used in the study 
including fish visual census, manta tow and line intercept transect.  

 
24) He provided details on the nineteen (19) sites in 6 municipalities/cities that were 

covered in the survey, most of which were with good condition, with live coral cover 
ranging from 20-60%.  Baras Reef in Sto. Nino showed the highest coral cover at 50.2% 
while Tigdaranaw Goti Reef in Tarangnan had the highest fish density at 1.1/m2. 

 
25) Bad coral reef conditions also were observed in some areas, with dead corals ranging 

from 5-60%. The estimated fish density ranged from 0.08 to 1.1 fish/m2; relatively low 
compared to the average density for good condition coral reef areas.  His presentation is 
attached as Annex 10. 

 
26. Gear Catalogue and Fishing Mapping.  Mr. Napoleon Salvador J. Lamarca, Project 

Technical Staff, discussed the result of the fishing gear catalogue and fishing ground 
mapping in Samar Sea.  He mentioned that this was a result of the concerted efforts of 
stakeholders involved in the project. 

 
26) He informed the body that the catalogue is now in press and the published copy would 

be available soon. The catalogue would include fishing gear dimensions, seasonality of 
operations, most dominant fish caught, and areas operated.   
 

27) He also presented the map indicating the distribution of the various fishing gears in 
Samar Sea.  He noted that the map is relevant in designating fishing zones as envisioned 
in the SSFMP.  His presentation is attached as Annex 11. 

 
28) Socio- economic Status of Trawlers in Samar Sea.  One of the major works of the 

project, which is often not given much attention in many technical projects, is gathering 
baseline information on the socio-economic status of the fisherfolk. The study “Socio- 



economic Status of Trawlers in Samar Sea" of the REBYC-II CTI Project was presented 
by Mr. Ronnie O. Romero, project technical staff.  

 
29) The socio-economic survey covered both commercial trawls (fish and shrimp trawls) 

and municipal trawls (shrimp and squid trawls).  It was reported that a total of 517 
respondents (majority of whom were male: 99% in commercial fish trawls and 92.5% in 
commercial shrimp trawls) have responded to the questionnaire.  Most of the fishermen 
were between 25 and 44 years of age.  For municipal shrimp trawls, only 1% of the 
respondents were females while squid trawling was an exclusively male occupation. 
Older fishers are engaged in municipal trawls with shrimp trawls dominated by the age 
bracket 35-44 years. Fifty percent (50%) of squid trawl respondents were between 55-
64 years.  In general, fishers' education was inadequate with many only with elementary 
level education.  

 
30) Trawl fishers, similar to other types of fishers, were in general, only educated to 

elementary level (37%). Only 17% studied but dropped out of high school and only 11% 
graduated.  Most respondents were not members of any organization but those that 
were listed “membership of fisherfolk association” as the most common type. Extended 
families exist among the respondents. In all types of trawls both commercial and 
municipal, the son, daughter and wife are the primary household members who stay 
with the respondents.  

 
31) Fishing was the most dominant source of livelihood of household members. Farming, 

teaching, carpentry, overseas Filipino worker, fish processing, aquaculture, livestock 
rearing, fish brokering and ancillary fishing occupations were among the household 
members’ livelihood sources. Access to credit is very low corresponding with low 
membership in associations. There is a need for training on basic safety of life at sea as 
very minimal equipment and life-saving materials are onboard. His presentation is 
attached as Annex 12. 

 
32) Studies Undertaken by Samar State University (SSU). Several studies were 

undertaken by the SSU as presented by Prof. Renato Diocton.  He informed that at least 
three (3) ongoing projects are being conducted by the SSU through the College of 
Fisheries and Marine Sciences. These are a) Mussel R&D Program, Oyster R&D Program 
and the Integrated Multitrophic Aquaculture (IMTA). The school is conducting 
Participatory Coastal Resource Appraisal (PCRA) of the Local Government Units (LGUs) 
in Samar Sea. 
 

33) Prof. Diocton also presented eight (8) priority researches by the university such as 
selectivity studies for small trawls, fish maturity and ichthyoplankton studies and 
modelling of top 20 species with commercial importance in Samar Sea, test fishing of 
lambaklad (otoshi-ami; set net), application of IMTA, development of waste by-product 
for post harvest technologies, relaying and depuration of shellfishes of commercial 
importance, socio-economic and governance towards EAFM and vulnerability 
assessment of coastal areas. His presentation is attached as Annex 13. 
 



34) During the discussion, Mr.Romero suggested for SSU to collaborate with BFAR as they 
have initiated development of a national program and technical guidelines for lambaklad 
projects in the Philippines. He also suggested to test the viability of pound net (choko-
ami) considering this is cheaper compared to usual lambaklad. The gear can be an 
alternative to trawl should they find this feasible as they can also use the polyethylene 
nets used in trawls. 
 

35) Moreover, he also suggested to collaborate with NFRDI regarding the development of 
waste by-product as part of postharvest technologies as the Institute has also been 
conducting similar studies. 
 

36) Management Strategies in Samar Sea under the SSFM/EAFM Context.  Dr. Norberto 
T. Berida, Chief, BFAR 8 Training Division, presented the BFAR’s Roadmap for Samar 
Sea (2016-2022) and discussed its potential as Samar Sea has an estimated area of 198 
km2. He cited that Samar Sea is experiencing overfishing and degradation of significant 
marine resources and habitats which are the main reasons for the need to implement 
the SSFMP. 
 

37) He enumerated some potential projects to be implemented, including the provision of 
shellfish and mariculture projects. The goals and objectives of the roadmap are poverty 
reduction, improvement of food security and sustainable fishing industry development 
and management, all of which are anchored under the Samar Sea Fisheries Management 
Plan (SSFMP).  One of the major highlights of the roadmap was the implementation of 
the SSFMP using the EAFM approach and context. Moreover, such measure would 
include the rehabilitation and improvement projects on inland and coastal habitats and 
establishment of LGUs and fishing communities to enforce sustainable management of 
fishery and coastal resources. 

 
WAY FORWARD: 

 
38) Six priority issues were identified in finding ways forward, facilitated by Dr. Norberto T. 

Berida.  Sustaining research activities was identified as the priority issue to be 
addressed. Also identified were capacity building, law enforcement, implementation of 
the SSFMP and support to potential future projects on sustainable trawl fisheries in 
Southeast Asia.  It was explained that these specific recommendations should be 
included in the workplan for the Alliance. 

 
39) Likewise, one of the major issues was regarding the designation of a Focal 

Persons/Action Officers.  While the Executive Director of the Alliance has the overall 
responsibility, the role of focal persons under the Alliance was considered important to 
coordinate on the ground projects and activities relevant to the implementation of the 
SSFMP.  In this regard, the meeting suggested Mr. Marcos Sabido and Juan Meniano as 
Focal Persons, subject to a later formal designation from the Alliance.  The meeting was 
also informed of the designation of Ms. Angelica Realino as the Interim Executive 
Director of the SASAFMD  by the Alliance Chair, Mayor Ronaldo Aquino of Calbayog City 

 



40) With regard to the implementation of the SSFMP, the endorsement of the SSFMP was 
scheduled in late November during the quarterly meeting of the Alliance. A major 
activity/concern on this issue was the sourcing of funds aside from the regular 
contributions from the members of the Alliance. In this regard, the Office of the 
Provincial Agriculturist pledged an already regular contribution of approximately 1 
Million Pesos to the Alliance. The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources likewise 
stressed that most of its activities in Samar Sea municipalities have already been 
mainstreamed to the SSFMP through its Samar Sea roadmap. 

 
41) During the open forum, it was acknowledged that there is a need for member 

municipalities/cities to be more active. Thus, Prof. Diocton encouraged the cohesiveness 
of the alliance so as to be able to identify possible strategies on how the alliance can 
work better. On fishery related issues, Mr. Virgilio Tomnob, acting as the Interim CEO of 
the Alliance, informed that the REBYC TWG would act as the advisory group and that the 
Provincial Agriculture Office would collaborate with the Alliance. 

 
42) It was also announced that the Alliance has been registered with the Securities and 

Exchange Commission (SEC) and can now issue receipts for contributions paid by the 
members.  It was also informed that one alternative being considered to provide 
manpower for the Alliance was for member-LGUs to designate one staff each to work for 
the Alliance with salary paid by their respective municipalities.  It was also informed 
that the primary competency consideration for the staff to be assigned to the Alliance is 
the ability to draft resolutions and prepare project proposals. Meanwhile, Prof. Diocton 
volunteered to assist in proposal preparation. 

 

43) Lastly, among other agencies to be included in the SSFMP was the Department of Natural 
Resources (DENR) as they are in charge of the marine protected areas, mangrove 
reforestation and critical habitats. 

 
44) In closing the seminar/review, Dr. Jonathan Dickson, Project NTO, commended the 

exceptional accomplishment of the project.  He conveyed his appreciation to those who 
contributed and supported the implementation of the project, particularly the TWG 
members, and stakeholders from the various sectors who in one way or other assisted in 
making the project a success and worthy of emulation by the other participating 
countries. He further expressed confidence that the Alliance can move forward the 
management measures and other activities initiated by the project.  Finally, he 
expressed his appreciation to FAO and SEAFDEC for the continuous support. 



Annex 1: Provisional Prospectus 

 
 

BFAR/FAO/GEF/SEAFDEC/REBYC-II CTI PROJECT 

SEMINAR/REVIEW ON THE NATIONAL STOCK ASSESSMENT PROGRAM (NSAP) AND 
OTHER CONTEMPORARY SURVEYS AND STUDIES ON THE FISHERIES OF SAMAR SEA 

Catbalogan City, October 11-12, 2015 
 

PROVISIONAL PROSPECTUS 
 

1) BACKGROUND / RATIONALE  

The management of a particular fishing ground presents specific opportunities and 
challenges, thus requiring varying approaches. The REBYC II-CTI Project  entitled 
“Strategies for trawl fisheries bycatch management” have made great strides towards 
providing a more tangible management in the Samar Sea area. One major output of the 
project is the Samar Sea Fisheries Management Plan (SSFMP), providing the framework 
and science to the management of fisheries that would enable Local Chief Executives to 
collectively manage the area. 

With the project culmination, the initiative to mainstream the SSFMP to the BFAR 
and LGU plans and programs are the essential aspects for the implementing rules and 
regulations of the SSFMP.  

The National Stock Assessment Program of the BFAR with the NFRDI as the 
overseer has been instrumental in providing tangible data and information towards 
management of the various fisheries in the country.  While various strategies and specific 
measures have been put in place, the impact of such measures will be largely measures 
according to data collected under NSAP.  As the SSFMP gets under way, this 
seminar/review of the  status of the Samar Sea based on NSAP and relevant surveys/ 
studies would provide  benchmark and current status of the fishery resources of Samar Sea 
as well as to describe and convey the significance of NSAP and other survey activities to 
stakeholders. 

 

2) OBJECTIVES 
 
a) To provide NSAP brief overview and its importance in the management of Samar 

Sea; 

b) To provide updates/initial NSAP results for Samar Sea; 



i) Data coverage; time-series catch and effort by landing site 

ii) Catch, (species) composition and catch-per-unit effort variations fishing 
gears/methods 

iii) Annual catch estimates and CPUE trends 

iv) Population parameters;  biological data and related information 

v) Candidate Reference Points (RPs) for major species 

c) To review on the result of critical habitat survey conducted; 

d) To review spawning seasonality and hotspot areas; 

e) To review results of M/V DA-BFAR assessment survey;  

f) To present the Fishing Gear Catalogue of Samar Sea; results of fishing ground 
mapping; 

g) To recommend actions to improve the science/data gathering for managing Samar 
Sea. 

3) EXPECTED OUTPUT  

a) Consolidated scientific fisheries information of Samar Sea on status of stock,  
biology, fishing gears and methods, status of critical habitat and seasonality of major 
species in Samar Sea 

b) Better understanding and appreciation of participants on NSAP and survey activities 
and their importance to Samar Sea fisheries management 

 

4) PROCESS 
 
 
a) As part of the seminar/review, responsible staff will present various scientific 

findings (Annex 1: Program of Activities); 

b) A workshop to determine future actions to sustain and imporove  project initiatives 
will also be conducted; 

c) The TWG members will continue filling-up required data and information to 
complete implementing guidelines of the SSFMP.  

 

5)   DATE AND VENUE: 

a) Inclusive dates: October 11-12, 2016 
 



b) Venue: New Maqueda Hotel Conference Hall,  Catbalogan City 
 

6.   PARTICIPANTS (40): 

a) Eleven (11) LGU representatives 

b) Three (3) representatives from Office of the Provincial Agriculturist 

c) Three (3) representatives from the Academe 

d) Five (5) representatives from BFAR Regional Office No. VIII 

E) Ten (10) Technical Working Group 
f) Five (5) project staff 

g) Three (3) Rapporteurs/ Secretariat/ Administrative Staff 

 

7)  CONTACT PERSONS: 

Dr. Jonathan O. Dickson ,DFT 
National Technical Officer, REBYC II-CTI Project 
Tel: 09178588404 / 09998847635 
Email: jod_bfar@yahoo.com;  

 
Mr.Norberto T. Berida 
Training Chief,  BFAR8 
Co-Chair Project TWG 
Tel: 09062438283 
Email: bfar_rftc8@yahoo.com 
 
Ms. Angelica T. Realino 
Executive Director, SASAFMD  
LGU Calbayog City 
Tel: 0915615594 Email: angelicarealino@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Rafael V. Ramiscal 
National Project Coordinator 
REBYC II-CTI Project 
Tel : 09998847635 rv_ram55@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Juan Meniano 
PCAF Provincial Coordinator 
OPA Samar 
Tel: 09209682241  
Email: juan_meniano@yahoo.com 

mailto:jod_bfar@yahoo.com
mailto:bfar_rftc8@yahoo.com
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mailto:rv_ram55@yahoo.com


 

SEMINAR/REVIEW ON THE NATIONAL STOCK ASSESSMENT PROGRAM (NSAP) AND 
OTHER CONTEMPORARY SURVEYS AND STUDIES ON THE FISHERIES OF SAMAR SEA 

Maqueda Bay Hotel Conference Hall, Catbalogan City, Samar  
October 11-12, 2016 

 
TENTATIVE PROGRAM 

Date/Time Activity Responsible Officer/Staff 

Day 1 (October 11, 2016) 

8:30 AM Registration Secretariat 

OPENING PROGRAM 

9:30 AM Prayer  

 National Anthem 

BFAR Hymn 

 

Welcome Address 

 

 

 

Hon. Stephany Uy-Tan 

City Mayor, Catbalogan  

or 

Mr. Daniel Daguman 

CAO, Catbalogan City 

TWG Member 

 Message Dr. Juan D. Albaladejo 

Director, BFAR VIII 

 

 Photo Op  

Snacks 



Date/Time Activity Responsible Officer/Staff 

10:00 AM  Overview & Updates of  REBYC II-

CTI Project 

Jonathan O. Dickson 

Project National Technical Officer 

(NTO) 

STATUS OF SAMAR SEA FISHERIES 

10:15 AM NSAP in Samar Sea- Brief 

overview 

NSAP Project Leader, BFAR VIII 

 

 Updates/initial NSAP results for 

Samar Sea 

 

i) Data coverage; time-series 
catch and effort by landing site 

ii) Catch, (species) composition 
and catch-per-unit effort 
variations fishing 
gears/methods 

iii) Annual catch estimates and 
CPUE trends 

iv) Population parameters;  
biological data and related 
information 

v) Candidate Reference Points 
(RPs) for major species 

 

NSAP Project Leader/Staff. BFAR 

VIII 

12:00 AM Open Forum  

Lunch 

1:30 PM Biology and Population of 

Commercially Important Species 

in Samar Sea  

Ronnie O. Romero 

Project Technical Staff 



Date/Time Activity Responsible Officer/Staff 

 

 

2:00 PM Results of Oceanographic survey 

of M/V DA-BFAR 

Researcher, M/V DA-BFAR 

2:30 PM Results of demersal fisheries 

survey of M/V DA-BFAR 

Researcher, M/V DA-BFAR 

3:00 PM Status of Fish Larvae, Bycatch and 

discards in Samar Sea 

Renato Diocton 

Samar State University 

Project TWG Member 

3:30 PM Snacks  

 

4:00 PM 

 

Status of Major Habitats  in Samar 

Sea;  

 

Gear Catalogue and Fishing 

Mapping 

 

Efren V. Hilario 

Project Technical Staff 

 

Napoleon S.J. Lamarca 

National Technical Adviser 

 

4:30 PM Socio- economic Status of 

Trawlers in Samar Sea 

Ronnie Romero 

NFRDI 

5:00 PM Open Forum  

Day 2 (October 12, 2016) 

ACTION PLANNING & WAY FORWARD 

8:30 AM Other Studies Undertken by Samar c/o Prof Diocton 



Date/Time Activity Responsible Officer/Staff 

State University 

9:30 AM Management Strategies in Samar 

Sea under the SSFM/EAFM 

Context 

Norberto T. Berida 

Project TWG Co- Chairman 

 

10:00 AM Way Forward Alliance Members and Project TWG 

 

Lunch 

4:00 PM Closing Program  

5:00 pm Departure of Participants  

Annex 2: Attendance Sheet 

Review on the National Stock Assessment (NSAP) and Other Related Surveys/Studies 
of Samar Sea 

October 11-12, 2016 
 

Name     Address   Designation 

1. Renaro J. Fuentes   Daram, Samar  Fishery Coordinator 

2. Cecilio N. Talagon   Catbalogan   FLDT Supervisor 

3. Arlene Reyes   Tarangnan   AT Fishery 

4. Matt Alcantara   Tacloban City   NSAP Project Leader 

5. Renato Diocton   Catbalogan   Professor 

6. Katherine Pacampara  Catbalogan   Research Assistance 

7. Constantino Ginay   Sta. Margarita   AT 

8. Rex Dasal    Catbalogan   ACC-1 

9. Vilma Alaga   Tacloban    TS II 

10. Juan Meniano   Catbalogan   PAFC Coord/TWG 

11. Daniel Daguman   Catbalogan   CA 

12. Danilo Maraya   Pagsanghan    

13. Simon Conejos   Catbalogan   Aqua II 

14. Elizabeth Montanes  Catbalogan   AT 

15. Lorna Lopeña   Catbalogan   FLDT 



16. Leodelyn A. Conejos  Tacloban   Aqua II 
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Annex 3:  Seven-Year Samar Sea Road Map Plan 
 

  

  

  



  

  

  

 
 



 

Annex 4:  Overview on the REBYC-II CTI Project 
 

  

  

 
 



  

  

  



  

  

  

 
 



Annex 5: Latest Developments of the Project 

 
 

 
 

  



  

  

  

  



  

 

 



 

Annex 6: National Stock Assessment Program of Samar Sea 
 

  

  

  



  

  

  



  

  

  



  

  

 



 

Annex 7: Biology and Population of Commercial Important Species 
 

  

  

  



  

  

  



  

  

  



  

  

 
 



  

 

 

 



 
Annex 8:  Oceanographic Survey of M/V DA-BFAR 
 

  

 
 

  



  

  

  



 
 

  

  



  

  

  



 
 

 
 

  



  

  

 

 

 



 
Annex 9:  Demersal Fisheries Survey of M/V DA-BFAR 

  

  

 
 



  

  

  



  

  

 

 



 

Annex 10: Critical Habitat survey in Samar Sea 
 

  

 
 

  



  

  

  

  



  

  

  



  

  

  



  

 
 

  



  

  

  



  

  

  



 

 



 

 
Annex 11:  Result of the Study/Survey conducted by the Samar Sea State University 
 

  

  

  



  

  

  



 

 

 
 

 
 
 


