
 

 
 

BFAR/FAO/GEF/SEAFDEC/REBYC-II CTI PROJECT 
Report of the TWG Meeting/Workshop Review Accomplishments and Prepare 
National Accomplishment and Plan of Activities for July-December 2015 and 

Review of the Draft of the Samar Sea Fisheries Management Plan (SSFMP) 
May 13-14, 2015 

Casa Apostol Hotel, Calbayog City 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
1. The TWG Meeting/Workshop was called in preparation for the REBYC-II CTI Project 

Regional Planning Workshop and Project Steering Committee Meeting.  It was held 
on May 13-14, 2015 at Casa Apostol Hotel, Calbayog City. The meeting / workshop 
reviewed the accomplishment against the National Workplan from June 2014 to 
April 2015 and prepare activities and corresponding budgets for  October 2015 and 
onwards. The meeting also identified the different activities to be presented at the 
Regional Planning Workshop and follow-up LOA for the remaining months of 
implementation for the consideration of the Regional Field Unit (RFU).    

2. The Meeting/Workshop was attended by the National Technical Officer, National 
Project Coordinator, 12TWG members,  5 Project Technical and support Staffs,  and 
8 observers/stakeholders.   The list of participants is attached in Annex 1. 

PROGRAM 
 

3. Mr. Rafael V. Ramiscal, National Project Coordinator and Officer-In-Charge of the 
BFAR-Capture Fisheries Division provided overview of the Meeting/Workshop.  He 
highlighted important agenda that need to follow-up in preparation of the regional 
Planning Workshop, back to back meeting with Project Steering Committee and 
other logistics in preparation for the said regional activities  meeting.  The 
Provisional Prospectus is attached as Annex 2. 

4. He personally thanked the Chair and Co-Chair of the TWG for attending the recent 
Alliance Meeting and asked for understanding for not able to attend the important 
meeting of the Alliance considering his compulsory attendance to and conflict of 
conflict schedule on the same of the meeting of Drafting Committee for the 
Implementing Rules and Regulation (IRR) of RA 8550 as amended by RA 10654 
where he is a member of the Working Group.  

FEEDBACK OF THE ALLIANCE MEETING, TWG CHAIR/VICE CHAIR 

5. Mr. Norberto Berida, Co-chair of the TWG and Prof. Renato C. Diocton who attended 
the meeting provided a report/feedback of the Alliance meeting that was  attended 
by 8 Local Executives (Mayors Almagro, Calbayog City, Daram, Gandara, Sto. Niño, 
Sta. Margarita, Tagapul-an, Tarangnan and Zumarraga) and the some of the REBYC-
II CTI Technical Working Group. The TWG presented the proposed Management 

Meeting/Workshop on the 
Review of the National 

Work Plan and Planning 
the Field Site Visits During 
the Regional Meetings of 
the REBYC-II CTI Project  

Casa Apostol Hotel, 
Calbayog City 
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Plan for Samar Sea, where they provided information on the results of the 
icthyoplankton maturity and catch landing survey by municipal and commercial 
trawls in Samar Sea.  They presented for consideration identified spawning months 
for some pelagic and demersal species as basis for closure.    The Mayors 
highlighted the importance of alumahan/hasa-hasa (Indian mackerel/Short bodied 
mackerel) as key species considering that their importance as raw materials for 
smoked fish (tinapa) which is a local value added product for export.  It was also 
recommended to consider providing alternative livelihood program for fishermen, 
particularly shellfish culture (green mussel and oyster).   

6. It was reported that the contentious issue deliberated on by the Alliance identify 
the spawning and juvenile periods which the close season should cover.  The 
Alliance recommended to the TWG to further deliberate on the matter with the 
participation of the technical staff from the provincial government.  It was also 
recommended a public hearing/ consultation should be conducted regarding the 
restriction of commercial fishing boat during the proposed closed season. 

7. Mr. Ramiscal commented that the TWG should be very clear and definite with the 
recommendations on close season with project surveys and other reports as source 
of scientific data and information.   

REVIEW/PRESENTATION OF SPAWNING/MATURITY STUDIES 

8. To further deliberate on the basis of the proposed close season, Prof. Renato C. 
Diocton, Samar State University presented the results of the two studies on bycatch 
& trawl catch landing survey & assessment, and Icthyoplankton survey/assessment 
in Samar Sea conducted in December, 2013 to May, 2014.  He provided the 
summary results particularly on composition and the areal and seasonal 
distribution of larvae density well as dominant family, the stages of fish larvae, 
count and the images. His presentation is attached as Annex 3a and 3b. 

9. Mr. Ronnie O. Romero, Researcher from the National Fisheries Research and 
Development Institute (NFRDI) and national project staff of REBYC-II CTI, 
presented the result of GSI and maturity study conducted for one year (2005-2006) 
during the REBYC-I Project in Samar Sea.   He presented the GSI and maturity stages 
of different species which can be the basis for establishing a close season.  His 
presentation is attached as Annex 4. 

10. Through a workshop, the potential spawning months of the covered species were 
determined/ identified based on the above studies (Annex 5). 

11. The main discussion was on the appropriate timing of the close season, taking into 
account which should be protected among the breeders, eggs/larvae or the juvenile.  
It was recalled that during the Alliance meeting, the Mayor of Calbayog City 
pronounced the need to conserve the juveniles, particularly the roundscads.  

12. Mr. Ramiscal explained that available science provides information on the potential 
spawning months where a close season during this period can protect both the 
spawners and the eggs/larvae. On the other hand, a lose season or about 2 months 
after the spawning period may protect the juveniles.  However, he warned that a 



 

close season to protect spawner, eggs/larvae and juveniles may require a long 
period of close season which may have a significant negative impact to sectors 
dependent on the fisheries. 

13. After the discussions, the workshop recommended to propose the timing of the 
closure in April-July, the length of which will be deliberated by the Alliance in the 
next meeting, taking into consideration the impact and timing of the said closure. 

REVIEW OF THE REPORT OF PH_REBYC II-CTI (to be presented at the Project 
Planning WS 15-16 May 2015) 

14. Dr. Jonathan O. Dickson, NTO presented the draft progress report on the 
implementation of REBYC-II CTI in Samar Sea for review and comment of the TWG. 
The report  covered the National Work Plan and the major activities accomplished 
from June 2014 to present that included on critical habitat/fishing ground surveys, 
fishing ground mapping,  cataloguing and inventory of fishing gears, ichtyoplankton 
study, assessment on trawl bycatch, E-EAFM Training and Workshop, and Socio-
economic and Gender Mainstreaming Training/Workshop, TWG regular meetings, 
Outline of the SSFMP, and the process that was undertaken in the formulation of the 
fisheries management plan (Annex 6).   

15. The TWG suggested that the updated second draft of the SSFMP will be presented 
on the next Alliance meeting on June 27, 2015 to be held in Catbalogan City. 
Discussions were made on activities that were behind schedule based on the 
national workplan.  It was explained that the delay in the approval/signing of the 
current Letter of Agreement (LOA2) significantly postponed activities of the project.  
The TWG suggested to request for extension and request for six (6) months 
extension due to the late signing of LOA-2. 

16. Based on the draft process diagram, Mr. Pol Catarus clarified with the NTO if the 
stakeholder public hearing/ consultation will be also conducted at the level of 
Alliance/Council after the REBYC-II CTI TWG final draft.  With a positive response 
from the NTO, it was agreed to revise the flow chart diagram to indicate that after if 
there are outstanding issues as a result of the public consultation, the plan will go 
back to the TWG address the concerns and finalized prior to submission to the 
Alliance. 

PREPARATION FOR THE PROJECT PLANNING WORKSHOP (MAY 15-16, 2015) 

17. Mr. Ramiscal presented the indicative activities and workplan for remaining 
activities for LOA2 and proposals for LOA3.   

18. For LOA3, a workshop was conducted to identify activities, coverage and estimated 
budget.  The proposed activities were as follows: 

 IEC in all 11 (eleven) municipalities such as: enhance/ capacitate public 
stakeholders-wide (general) on EAFM thru trainings and seminars,  

 Monitoring and coordination of SSFMP implementation,  

 IEC Materials (brochures, flyers, video production and others,  



 

 Training needs assessment with the target beneficiaries,  

 Orientation of SSFMP and guidelines 

19. The Meeting reiterated to the TWG members of their attendance as Observers 
during  the Regional Planning Workshop and Project Steering Committee Meeting  
at Ciriaco Hotel and Marju Krissel Resort.  

CLOSING  

20. Mr. Norberto T. Berida thanked all the members of the TWG for their active 
participation and contribution during the two (2) days meeting/workshop. He 
concluded successful conduct of the meeting in preparing the report and 
workplans for the remaining activities of LOA2 and proposed LOA3, 
underscoring that important of these undertaking of the project in improving the 
fisheries of Samar Sea. He also personally thanked the observers from the LGUs 
and from other REBYC II CTI participating countries for attending the national 
activity.  He  welcomed them to Calbayog City.  

 

 

 
 
  



 

Annex 1. The List of Participants during the REBYC-II CTI Technical Working Group 
Meeting from May 13-14, 2015 at Casa Apostol, Calbayog City  

 

 
NAME 

 
AFFILIATION 

Norberto T. Berida Training Center Director-RFTC8 & Co-
Chair TWG 
RFTC 8 SSU-MC, Catbalogan City 
Email : bfar_rftc8@yahoo.com.ph 
Contact # : 09177057703 

Renato C. Diocton Professor / Head R & D 
SSU Mercedes Campus, Catbalogan City 
Contact # : 09183800833 

Apolinario J. Cataros Jr. Commercial Trawl President 
Calbayog City 
Email : catarospol_twg@yahoo.com 
Contact # : 09061545164 

Guillermo M. Calderon CGADH 1 
LGUs - Calbayog City 
Contact # : 09166117219 

Esteban M. Conchas PAFC Chairman 
Calbayog City 

Marcos A. Sabido Agricultural Technologist 
CAO-Calbayog City 
Contact # : 09351854666 

Simon C. Conejos City Aqua II 
CAO – Catbalogan City 
Contact # : 09173237655 

Maridel O. Bulawit Small –scale Trawl Operator/ Fish 
Trader 
Sta. Margarita 
Contact # : 09157189159 

Juan P. Meniano Jr.  PAFC – Coordinator 
OPA- Samar 
Contact # : 09209682241 

Dionisio A. Balili CFARMC- Chairman 
Calbayog City 
Contact # : 09053432706 

Rolando C. Ay-Ay Provincial Fishery Officer 
BFAR Catbalogan City 
Contact # : 09083144813 

Angelica T. Realino Sr. Agriculturist 
CAO -Calbayog City 
Contact # : 09093888785 

REBYC – II CTI STAFF / RESOURCE PERSONS 
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Dr. Jonathan O. Dickson   National Technical Officer, REBYC-II CTI 
Project 
BFAR –CFD, Quezon City 
Email : jod_bfar@yahoo.com 
Contact # : 09178588404 / 929-49-96 

Rafael V. Ramiscal National Project Coordinator, REBYC-II 
CTI Project 
BFAR-CFD, Quezon City 
Email : rv_ram55@yahoo.com 
Contact # : 09998847635 

Napoleon S.J. Lamarca Aquaculturist II/Project Technical Staff 
BFAR-CFD, Quezon City 
Email : nsjlamarca@yahoo.com 
Contact # : 09154334504 

Efren V. Hilario Aquaculturist II/Project Technical Staff 
BFAR-CFD, Quezon City 
Email : hilario_72@yahoo.com 
Contact # : 09089371535 

Myrna B. Ramos Naval Draftsman /Project Technical Staff 
BFAR-CFD, Quezon City 
Email : cfd53@yahoo.com 
Contact # : 09213291309 

Ronnie Romero  Aquaculturist I  
NFRDI, Quezon City 
Contact # : 09155454668 

Mark Louie S. Benavidez Support Staff 
BFAR-CFD, Quezon City 
Administrative Aide III 
Email : benavidezmaui@yahoo.com 
Contact  # : 09391886858 

OBSERVERS 

Virgilio G. Tomnob Executive Assistant II 
Calbayog City 
Email : virtomnob@gmail.com 
Contact # : 09165298286 

Emilio H. Cebu Chief Fishing Division 
OPA- Samar 
Contact # : 09989865901 

IsaraChanrachkij 
  

SEAFDEC/RFU- Project Staff 
SamutPrakarn, Thailand 
isara@seafdec.com 

NathachaSornvaree SEAFDEC/RFU- Project Staff 
SamutPrakarn, Thailand 
Natha@seafdec.org 

mailto:jod_bfar@yahoo.com
mailto:rv_ram55@yahoo.com
mailto:nsjlamarca@yahoo.com
mailto:hilario_72@yahoo.com
mailto:cfd53@yahoo.com
mailto:benavidezmaui@yahoo.com
mailto:virtomnob@gmail.com
mailto:isara@seafdec.com
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SayanPromjida SEAFDEC/RFU- Project Staff 
SamutPrakarn, Thailand 
sayan@seafdec.org 

Mr. Ir. Endroyono, SE MM NPC 
Indonesia 
Tel: +62 21 351  9070ps 10110 
endroyono.semm@gmail.com 

Ian M. Liviko NPC 
PNG-NFA 
iliviko@fisheries.gov.pg 

Dr. Mala NTO 
Thailand 
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Annex 2.  Provisional Prospectus of the TWG Meeting 

BFAR/FAO/GEF/SEAFDEC/REBYC-CTI PROJECT 
TWG MEETING/WORKSHOP ON THE REVIEW OF THE NATIONAL WORKPLAN AND 

PLANNING THE FIELD SITE VISITS DURING THE REGIONAL MEETINGS OF THE 
REBYC-II CTI PROJECT 

Calbayog City, Samar May 13-14, 2015 
 

PROVISIONAL PROSPECTUS 
 

1. BACKGROUND/RATIONALE 

In reference to the incoming Regional Planning Workshop and Project Steering 
Committee Meeting of the REBYC-II CTI Project “Strategies for trawl fisheries 
bycatch management” on May 15-16, 2015 and May 18-19, 2015, respectively, it is 
very significant that the members of the Technical Working Group (TWG), 
Stakeholders and the National REBYC-II CTI Team will meet and discuss the 
different activity outputs of the previous National Workplan that has been 
prepared in Bangkok, Thailand last May 2014resulting to or under the Letter of 
Agreement (LOA) 2.  
 
This workshop intends to gather and discuss inputs from the Stakeholders on the 
accomplishments from June 2014 to April 2015 and important activities to be 
incorporated in the plan for the months of October and onwards. The workshop 
will review and finalized the new workplan for the smooth implementation and 
success of the project.  This approach is basically the process to improve the 
workplan and to arrange other important activities for the said above 
meeting/workshop.  

 
2. OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of the workshop are to review the accomplishment against the 
National Workplanfrom June 2014 to April 2015 and discuss other important 
activities for October 2015 and onwards.  The workshop will discuss the 
schedule of activities during the Regional Planning Workshop and Project 
Steering Committee Meeting.    
 

3. EXPECTED OUTPUTS 

 Reviewed accomplishment based on the National Workplan (June 2014 to 

April 2015). 

 Preparation of new National Workplan for October 2015 to December 2015 

and proposed activities for January to March 2016.  

 Finalized the schedule of field visits in Tacloban City, Sta. Margarita, 

Catbalogan City, and vicinities.  

 Final briefing of the participants and observers for the scheduled meeting.  



 

 
4. PROCESS 

 
 The previous National Workplan(June 2014 to September 2015) of the 

REBYC-II CTI will be reviewed and discussedduring the workshop.  The 

TWG members will prepare and provide suggestions and incorporate 

important activities of the project for the month of October 2015 

onwards.  

 The group will finalized the selected sites for study and field visits for May 

17 and May 19, 2015. 

 Other concerns for the project will be discussed.   

 
5. DATE AND VENUE 

Inclusive dates:  May 13-14, 2015 
Venue:  Casa Apostol Hotel, Calbayog City 
 

6. PARTICIPANTS 

 
 Fifteen (15) REBYC-II CTI Project Technical Working Group members,  

 National Technical Officer,  

 National Project Coordinator, and  

 4 Technical Staffs/Secretariat 

7. CONTACT PERSONS 

Jonathan O. Dickson 
National Technical Officer, REBYC-II CTI Project 
CP No.: 0917-8588404 
Email Add: jod_bfar@yahoo.com 
 
Angelica T. Realino 
Executive Director, SASAFMD 
LGU Calbayog City 
CP No.: 0915-615594 
Email Add.: angelicarealino@yahoo.com 
 
Rafael V. Ramiscal 
National Project Coordinator, REBYC-II CTI Project 
CP No.: 0999-8847635 
Email Add.: rv_ram55@yahoo.com 
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TWG MEETING/WORKSHOP ON THE REVIEW OF THE NATIONAL WORKPLAN AND 
PLANNING THE FIELD SITE VISITS DURING THE REGIONAL MEETINGS OF THE 

REBYC-II CTI PROJECT 
 

AGENDA 
 

13 May 2015    
AM Arrival of Participants  
13:00 PM Registration Secretariat 
13:30 Preliminaries Secretariat 

13:50 Background/ Agenda Mr. Rafael V. Ramiscal 
NPC 

14:00 Feedback of the Alliance Meeting, TWG Chair/Vice Chair 

14:45 BREAK  
15:00 Review/presentation of 

spawning/maturity studies 
 

 - Icthyoplankton survey and  Prof. RenatoDiocton, 
SSU 

 - GSI/Maturity (REBYC I) Mr. Ronnie Romero,  
NFRDI 

18:00 PM DINNER  

14 May 2015   
08:00 AM Preparation for the Project Planning 

WS 15-16 May 2015 @ Ciriaco) 
Mr. Rafael V. Ramiscal 

NPC 
10:00 AM BREAK  
10:15 AM Continuation  
12:00 NN LUNCH  
13:00 PM Review of the Report of PH_REBYC II-

CTI 
Dr. Jonathan O. Dickson 

NTO 
15:00 PM BREAK  
15:15 PM PH Work Plan for Nov 2015-end of 

project (BFAR-LOA3/ SSU LOA2) 

 

Mr. Rafael V. Ramiscal 
NPC 

16:30 PM Closing Mr. Norberto T. Berida 
TWG Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Annex 3a. Result of the study on Bycatch & trawl catch landing survey & assessment 

  

  

 
 

  



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  



 

 
 

  

 
 

  



 

  

  

  

  

 

  



 

Annex 3b. Study of Icthyoplankton survey/assessment in Samar Sea 
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Annex 4. Result of GSI and maturity study conducted for one year (2005-2006) during 
the REBYC-I Project in Samar Sea. 

 

  

 
 

  



 

  

  

  

  



 

  

 

  



 

Annex 5.  Identified peak month for matured/gravid samples by species  
 

 

Species J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Bisugo               1,2         

Kalaso                         

Saramulyete             1,2     1     

Tambong             2           

Baga-baga             2           

Lawayan                       2 

Agumaa (R faugni)       1, 2 1               

Galonggong                       1, 2 

Hairtail       2 2               

Hasa-hasa  
(R. brachysoma) 

        2               

Burao (R. kanagurta)       2 2 2             

Matambaka  
(S. crumenopthalmus) 

            2           

 
 

Source : 

1 Results of study during REBYC 1, 2005-2006 

2 
Results of landing survey/icthyoplankton study conducted by 
SSU, 2013-2014 

  
  Month of high proportion of matured (stage IV-V)  
  Anticipated high occurence of juvenile 

 
  



 

Annex 6. Copy of the presentation on the implementation of REBYC-II CTI in Samar Sea 
for TWG review 

 

  

  

  



 

  

  

  

  



 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 


