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Abstract: Six major groups of fishing activities and others were found on the visual observation along the route
of M.V. SEAFDEC Cruise in the central Gulf of Thailand during the period of March 14, to April 12, 2013. Three
kinds of trawlers were found. Small bottom trawl for shrimp was found near the coastal waters of Koh Pangngan,
Koh Samui, and Nakornsrithamarat while pair trawl found in between the coastal waters and the central area of
the gulf at 30-50 meters depth. And large trawler was found mostly at the southern area of the central gulf.
Two kinds of Purse seine fishing ware observed in the central area, they were fish shelfter and light luring purse
seine. Many large bottom gillnet operations were observed in the close area and season for Platoo (Indo-
pacifice mackerel) conservation at 45-55 meters depth off Chumporn coastal waters. Two groups of squid fishing
were observed squid luring and squid trap, mostly they were operated near the coastal waters at 30-40 meters
depth fishing ground. Floating gas station and fish carriers were observed on the route, 2 main locations of
floating gas stations were found at off-shore of Pranburi and Koh Pangngan about 15 and 10 miles away from
shore. Many fish carriers were observed at the Southern area of the central gulf, they may serve for large
trawlers. Gas and Oil fields were observed mainly at the central area of the gulf along the overlapping area
between the neighbor countries, some are spitted at near shore waters of Songkhla, Chumporn and Rayong
Province at 10, 5 and 60 miles away from shore. Few neighbor fishing boats were found at the southern part
near the over-lapping area. Some modified fishing boats and fishing method were also found such as large
bottom gillnetter, long line fish trap and squid long line

Key wards: Central Gulf of Thailand, Trawler, Purse seiner, Gillnetter, Over-lapping area
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