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1. Open meeting 
  
1.1 Technical Working Group meeting for Marine Fisheries Protection and Conservation Area in 

Koh Kong province was organized by Fisheries Administration (FiA) of Cambodia 
collaborating with Koh Kong Provincial on 06 March 2020, funded by SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF 
Fisheries Refugia. The meeting was conducted at Koh Kong Provincial Hall Administration 
under presided by Mr. Sok Sothy, Deputy Governor of Koh Kong and as Chairperson of TWG, 
which was attended by 30 participants in total from Fisheries Administration, Department 
of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries, Fisheries Administration Cantonment in Kep, 
Department of Environment, Department of Tourism, Department of Land Management, 
Urban Planning and Construction,  Koh Kong Provincial Hall Administration, Koh Kong 
District Administration, Mondol Sema District Administration, Sre Ambil District 
Administration, Local Authorities, Community Fisheries, Provincial Police, Provincial Military 
Police, and NGOs  (see Annex 1, 2, 3&4). 

 
1.2 Mr. Sok Sothy welcomed to all participants taking their opportunities to attend the meeting 

today and informed meeting that the establishment of Technical Working Group for Marine 
Fisheries  Protection and Conservation Areas in Koh Kong province being referred to MAFF’s 
Proclamation No. 400 Pro Kor. Kor Sor Kor dated on 16 September 2019 on the 
establishment of mackerel fisheries refugia at Peam Krasob in Koh Kong, and Proclamation 
No. 133 Pro Kor. Kor Sor Kor dated on 06 March 2019 on the establishment of management 
area of Estuarine Terrapin (Batagur Baska) and Siamese crocodile (Crocodylus siamensis) in 
Sre Ambil Channel System, allowing FiA and Provincial Hall Administration to work together 
to formulate the TWG. Moreover, the meeting today wishes to provide a chance among 
members of TWG to recognize each other. After that Mr. Sok Sothy opened the meeting of 
TWG from now.   

1.3 Mr. Sok Sothy read and declared the Decision of Establishment of Technical Working Group 
for Marine Fisheries Protection and Conservation Areas approved and signed by Koh Kong 
Governor dated of 26 February 2020 and is also the Chairperson of TWG, Mr. Ouk Vibol, 
Director of Department of Fisheries Conservation and Director of Department of 
Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries as vice chairperson.  The members of TWG are from 
Provincial Hall Administration, Fisheries Administration, Department of Environment, 
Department of Tourism, Department of Land Management, Urban Planning and 
Construction,  Koh Kong Provincial Hall Administration, Koh Kong District Administration, 
Mondol Sema District Administration, Sre Ambil District Administration, Provincial Police, 
Provincial Military Police, Local Authorities, and NGOs, which is 25 people in total (see 
Annex 4).     

2. Presentation of Progress Report Done by Technical Working Group  

2.1 Mr. Leng Sy Vann, Deputy Director of Department of Fisheries Conservation presented the 
management of fisheries refugia in Koh Kong province. His presentation focused on existing 
legal framework, management mechanism, process of activity implementation of mackerel 
refugia at Peam Krasob, and continuous action plans. He informed that now it is available 
of the MAFF’s proclamation of establishment of management area of mackerel refugia in 
Koh Kong and two management mechanisms are created such as Patrolling Team for 
Mackerel Protection and Conservation and Technical Working Group for Marine Fisheries 
Protection and Conservation Areas. He added that DFC/FiA collaborated with FiAC in Koh 
Kong to prepare and distribute posters, and promote an awareness raising about the 
important of fisheries refugia and MAFF’s proclamation to fishermen, community fisheries, 
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local authorities. Any ways, he expressed the results of baseline survey of short mackerel to 
meeting done from February 2019 to until now.     

2.2 Mr. Ouk Vibol presented the process of establishment of Marine Fisheries Management 
Area in Koh Kong province.  His presentation focuses on three main points, why needed to 
established MFMA? , legal framework; and steps of development of MFMA. Many reasons 
are affecting marine fisheries resources such as overfishing, modern fishing gear 
technology, coastal development, and climate change. Moreover he showed steps of 
development of MFMA, there are 6 steps including 1) To set priorities of potential places 
for management, protection, conservation, and development of fisheries resources; 2) To 
study a research and analysis of fisheries resources, its habitat, ecosystem, socio-economic, 
culture, and threats;  3) To identify a location and prepare a map and boundary, size, and 
UTM Points properly; 4) To consult and discuss with provincial and local authorities, 
community fisheries, other institutions/agencies involved; 5) To collaborate with provincial 
and local authorities to announce the boundary, size, and UTM Points of MFMA planning to 
set up; and 6) To raise a proposal to MAFF to be adopted officially.   

2.3 Mr. Phallin Mr. Chea Phalling, Project Coordinator of MPA of FFI-Cambodia presented 
strengthening management capacity of Koh Sdach Community Fisheries in Koh Kong 
province. His presentation focused on leadership training to chief and member of CFi, 
installing SMART Patrol: Set up and operation, Community exchanges, and awareness 
raising. Moreover, he showed research results of plastic bottles and bags in Koh Sdach area 
in order to reduce using those plastics and contribute to protection clean environment. 
According to his finding, 52% of nets are dumped in the ocean, 80% of coastal debris is 
plastic, 41% waste is burnt, 48% of plastic waste is dumped in the ocean, and on average 12 
plastic bags are used per house /day.     

2.4 Mr. Som Sitha, Technical Advisor of WCS, presentation of protection and conservation of  
Estuarine Terrapin (Batagur affinis) and Siamese crocodile (Crocodylus siamensis) in Sre 
Ambil Channel system, Koh Kong province. His presentation focused on protection of turtle 
nests of eggs, nursing turtle baby, and releasing turtles into nature including 21 turtles in 
2015, 25 turtles in 2017, 20 turtles in 2019, and 20 turtles in 2020, monitoring turtles by 
using Transmitters such as Active Receiver and Passive Receiver for two weeks/month, and 
Awareness Raising. Moreover, he showed the experience of saving turtles through 
collaboration with local authorities, NGOs-Wildlife Alliance, local communities, and people 
to crack down capture and trade of turtles. After he presented the protection and 
conservation of Siamese crocodile (Crocodylus siamensis) in Sre Ambil Channel system. His 
presentation focused on protection of its egg nest and habitats, awareness raising, and 
strengthening law enforcement. 3 egg nests of crocodile are found in 2018 and other 2 nests 
in 2019, which are 126 eggs in total.     

3. Discussion on Questions and Answers  

3.1 Mr. Ouk Vibol expressed that the establishment of Technical Working Group for Marine 
Fisheries Protection and Conservation Areas is to facilitate and address those issues 
happening and provide inputs from TWG. For examples, preparation for 5 year management 
plan is needed to submit to TWG for checking, providing inputs, and adoption. Moreover it 
will be planed to develop MFMA in another place in Koh Kong while Kep and Preh Sihanouk 
ville provinces have been established already. He added that all projects implemented are 
under Fisheries Administration to ensure budgets for project implementation, so far they 
have budget from SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF/ Fisheries Refugia Project working in mackerel, WCS 
working in Royal Turtles, and FFI working in community fisheries in Koh Sdach.    
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3.2 Mr. Chairperson of meeting requested providing patrolling group of mackerel, and 
distributed to the meeting. To ensure effective management, it is needed to install poles at 
the boundary of in mackerel refugia in the size of 2183ha.  

3.3 Mr. Ouk Vibol collaborated with Department of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries to work 
together, especially he proposed district authorities to coordinate those issues. If it is 
managed well, it will become a good tourism place as well. Generally, conservation area is 
set not more than 10% based on Biodiversity Convention Treaty. Management area is 
divided into zoning for each management.    

3.4 Mr. Vet Sonym, Provincial Coordinator of IUCN-Cambodia, suggested Chairperson of the 
meeting to consider and insert Wildlife Alliance to the TWG due to the part of boundary of 
mackerel fisheries refugia in Koh Kapi area.  

3.5 Mr. Ouk Vibol requested the Chairperson to consider and insert Wildlife Alliance to the TWG 

3.6 Mr. Chairperson agreed the proposal of environment. In that case, Chairperson proposed 
to keep the same composition of TWG, but original letter will be revised according to the 
meeting proposal.      

3.7 Mr.  Prak Vicheth, Mondol Sema District Governor, supported to develop mackerel fisheries 
refugia and wait to work with TWG, especially FiA and Department of Agriculture, Forestry, 
and Fisheries. 

3.8 Mr. Kao Monirith, Deputy Director of Marine Fisheries Administration Inspectorate, 
proposed the Chairperson to consider and insert the member from Sea Open Committee 
into TWG. 

3.9 Mr. Chairperson agreed that proposal  

4. Summary of Meeting Results  

4.1 After discussion, Mr. Chairperson of the meeting summarized the results of the meeting as 
following:  

- Promoting the extension working of mackerel fisheries refugia at Peam Krasob, Koh Kong 
province, especially educating and disseminating closed season of mackerel fishing;   

- Preparing 5 year management plan to be needed to work with Director of Department of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries and Fisheries Administration, and submitted to Provincial 
Hall Administration to work forward; 

- Coordinating and ensuring not to affect Sub-decree of MOE on the MAFF’s proclamation on 
establishment of management area of Estuarine Terrapin (Batagur Baska) and Siamese 
crocodile (Crocodylus siamensis) in Sre Ambil Channel System;  

- Supporting the establishment of MFMA in Koh Sdach, Koh Kong contributing to the 
enhancement of local livelihood and fish stock as well as reduction of climate change; 

- Agreeing Technical Working Team to check and discuss an ability of MFMA Map size, the 
extent of big or the reduction of small for the case of water surface; 

- Supporting the addiction of members from Sea Open Committee into TWG; and   

- Promoting the installation of poles at the boundary of mackerel fisheries refugia in the size 
of 2183ha           
 



SEAFDEC-UNEP-GEF-CAMBODIA: REP-CAM68 

Page 6 of 11 

5. Close meeting  

5.1 Mr. Sok Sothy thanked all participants very much, taking their opportunities to join that 
meeting today and get fruitful results. He declared to close the meeting at 4:30pm  

ANNEX 1:  List of Participants Attending the Meeting of Technical Working Group for Protection 
and Conservation Area of Marine Fisheries in Koh Kong on 06 March 2020  

No. Name Sex Title Organization Telephone 
1 Sok Sothy M Deputy Governor of Koh 

Kong 
Koh Kong Provincial Hall 
Administration  

012263642 

2 Ouk Vibol M Director DFC/FiA 012908121 
3 Leng Sy Vann M Deputy Director DFC/FiA 017446373 
4 Ee Meng Leang  M Director  DoA in Koh Kong  012494269 
5 Hor Thou M Head of Division Koh Kong Provincial Hall 

Administration 
0888788088 

6 Vet Sonym M Provincial Coordinator in 
Koh Kong 

IUCN-Cambodia 012 924 832 

7 Va Sotepy F Officer DFC/FiA 085237616 
8 Chea Phallin M MPA Project Coordinator FFI-Cambodia 017521577 
9 Som Sitha M Technical Advisor WCS-Cambodia 089542333 
10 Nou Gnoy M Head of Fisheries 

Administration Division 
Koh Kong FiAC 016933192 

11 Pheng Chhay M Chief of CFi Kho Sdach CFi 0974568568 
12 Chhorn Sokleang M Officer Marine Fisheries 

Administration 
Inspectorate/FiA 

015979780 

13 Kao Monirith M Deputy Director Marine Fisheries 
Administration 
Inspectorate/FiA 

012583828 

14 Chhun Somkhith M Acting Director Department of Tourism  011886414 
15 Mon Phalla M Director Department of 

Environment 
016718335 

16 Sem Thul M Deputy Director  Department of Land 
Management, Urban 
Planning and Construction 

016336868 

17 Ing Ky M Commune Council 
Member 

Koh Kapi Commune 068711116 

18 Sok Phi Rom M Vice Governor of Koh 
Kong 

Koh Kong District 
Administration 

085921630 

19 Chhun Sothun M Vice Commander Koh Kong Military Police 093366007 
20 Chan Ravi Ya M Head of Statistic Division Koh Kong Police 0717777750 
21 Chea Khanhan M Governor Sre Ambil District 

Administration  
015233238 

22 Seng Bunna M Vice Head Koh Kong FiAC 016885709 
23 Tep Hay M Head Chi Khor Krom Commune 0888169945 
24 Prum Rithy M Vice Commander Maritime Police  015943366 
25 Meng Yuy M Head  Dorng Peng Commune 016225963 
26 Chea Sarin M Commune Council 

Member 
Chroy Svay Commune 069332468 

27 Chhith Sochea Ta F Project Officer FFI-Cambodia 070318914 
28 Kim Sokha M Head of Division DFC/FiA 012784687 
29 Prak Vicheth M Governor Mondol Sema District 

Administration  
016485285 

30 In Hul M Deputy Director DFC/FiA 017556607 
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ANNEX 2: Schedule for Meeting of Technical Working Group for Protection and Conservation 
Area of Marine Fisheries in Koh Kong on 06 March 2020  

Date/Time Description  Responsible person 

05 March 2020 

09:00am-4:00pm Leaving Phnom Penh for Koh Kong 

• Mr. Ouk Vibol 
• Mr. Leng Sy Vann 
• Mr. Va Sotepy 
• Mr. Kim Sokha 
• Mr. In Hul 

06 March 2020 

8:30am- 9:00am Registration  Ms. Va Sotepy 
Officer of DFC/FiA  

9:00am- 9:15am Open meeting Mr. Sok Sothy 
Deputy Governor of Koh 
Kong 

9:15am- 9:30am Lunch break All 

9:30am- 10:00am Declaring Decision of Establishment of TWG for 
Protection and Conservation Areas for Marine 
Fisheries  

Officer of Koh Kong 
Provincial Hall 
Administration 

10:00am- 10:30am Presentation of management of mackerel fisheries 
refugia in Koh Kong  

Mr. Leng Sy Vann, Deputy 
Director of  
Department of Fisheries 
Conservation 

10:30am-11:00am Process of establishment of Marine Fisheries 
Management area (MFMA) in Koh Kong 

Mr. Ouk Vibol, Director of  
Department of Fisheries 
Conservation 

11:00am-11:30am Presentation of Strengthening of Management 
Capacity of Koh Sdach Community Fisheries in Koh 
Kong Province 

Mr. Chea Phalling  
Project Coordinator of MPA, 
FFI-Cambodia 

11:30am-12:00pm Presentation of protection and conservation of  
Estuarine Terrapin (Batagur affinis) and Siamese 
crocodile (Crocodylus siamensis) in Sre Ambil 
Channel system, Koh Kong province 

Mr. Som Sitha  
Technical Advisor,WCS-
Cambodia 

12:00pm-2:00pm Lunch break All 

2:00pm -4:00pm Discussion on Questions and Answers  Mr. Sok Sothy 
Deputy Governor of Koh 
Kong 

4:00pm-4:30pm Closing a meeting  Mr. Sok Sothy 
Deputy Governor of Koh 
Kong 

07 March 2020 

9:00am -1:30pm Leaving Koh Kong for Phnom Penh All 
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ANNEX 3: Participants’ Photos attending Meeting of Technical Working Group for Protection 
and Conservation Area of Marine Fisheries in Koh Kong on 06 March 2020  
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ANNEX 4: Decision on Establishment of Technical Working Group for Fisheries Protection and 
Conservation Areas in Koh Kong Province   
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