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REPORT OF THE MEETING 

 The seventh meeting of Thailand National Fisheries Refugia Committee for the project 
entitled “Establishment and Operation of a Regional System of Fisheries Refugia in the South China Sea 
and Gulf of Thailand” was conducted by the Department of Fisheries on 30th November 2020, 
13.30 – 16.30 hours, at Department of Fisheries, Bangkok.  The meeting was presided over by 
Mr. Mesak Pakdeekong, Director- General of the Department of Fisheries, acting as chairman of 
the committee.  Meeting agenda and list of participants are shown in Annex 1 and 2, respectively.  
The meeting minutes are as follows:      

AGENDA 1 REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN 

1.1 Mr. Mesak Pakdeekong, Director-General of the Department of Fisheries, as the 
Chairman, welcomed the committee to the meeting and mentioned that the project implementation 
had been being driven by the mechanisms of this committee meeting together with the technical 
information provisions and the advices of management planning by National Scientific and Technical 
Committee and Site-Based Fisheries Refugia Management Boards in Trat and Surat Thani Provinces.  
In this regards, Mr. Mesak expressed his appreciation to all the committee members for their 
attendances to this meeting.             

AGENDA 2 APPROVAL OF REPORT OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

2.1 Ms. Praulai Nootmorn, Senior Expert in Marine Fisheries, as the Committee and 
Secretary, informed the meeting that report of the previous meeting, i.e., the sixth meeting of Thailand 
National Fisheries Refugia Committee on 28th October 2019, had been handed out to each committee 
member for consideration.  In this regard, she requested the committee to consider, amend, and 
approve the report, which was prepared as the attachment to the meeting document.  

2.2 Meeting Resolution: The committee approved report of the sixth meeting of Thailand 
National Fisheries Refugia Committee on 28th October 2019.  

AGENDA 3 MATTERS OF REPORT 
3.1  Progress of Project Implementation   
3.1.1 Mr. Kumpon Loychuen, Director of Rayong Marine Fisheries Research and Development 
Center, reported to the meeting the progress of project implementation from October 2019 to 
November 2020.  His presentation is shown in Annex 3, concluded as follows: 
 1) Conducting the sixth meeting of Thailand National Fisheries Refugia Committee 
on 28th October 2019; 
 2) Conducting the third meeting of Thailand’s National Scientific and Technical Committee 
on 26th November 2019; 
 3) Conducting the second meeting of Site-Based Fisheries Refugia Management Board in 
Trat Province on 17 December 2019;    
 4) Conducting training workshop on “Socio-Economic Study and Value Chain Analysis 
of Fisheries” on 30th January 2020; 
 5) Introducing “the establishment of fisheries refugia for short mackerel in Trat Site” 
to the meeting of Trat Fisheries Association on 31st January 2020;  
 6) Participating in the 3rd Regional Scientific and Technical Committee Meeting for the 
SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF Project: “Establishment and Operation of a Regional System of Fisheries Refugia in the 
South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand” at Hai Phong, Vietnam, on 5th – 7th February 2020; 
 7) Getting audited for the project financing for the year 2019 by certified public 
accountant on 10th March 2020;  
 8)  Participating in the 1st Ad-hoc Meeting of the Project Steering Committee for the 
SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF Project: “Establishment and Operation of a Regional System of Fisheries Refugia in the 
South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand” (Online/Join Zoom Meeting) on 16th June 2020; 



SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF/Thailand/33 

 Page 4 of 18 
 

 9) Conducting local consultation workshops on fisheries refugia boundary and 
management planning in Trat Site, at 5 coastal districts in Trat Province, on 13th – 18th July 2020; 
 10) Putting “resolution of the local consultation workshops on fisheries refugia boundary 
and management planning in Trat Site” into the Matters for Consideration in the meeting of Trat 
Provincial Fisheries Committee on 28th September 2020; 
 11) Conducting online training on “Introduction to Geographic Information System with 
QGIS and Google Earth Pro” on 20th – 24th July 2020; 
 12) Conducting the fourth meeting of Thailand’s National Scientific and Technical 
Committee on 9th November 2020; 
 13) Conducting the study on area context and socio-economic conditions of coastal 
communities in Trat and Surat Thani Provinces;  
 14) Conducting the survey study on area, boundary, resources, and ecosystems of Koh Sed 
in Ban Don Bay, Surat Thani Province; and 
 15)  Preparing technical reports on “Fisheries Refugia Profile for Thailand”, Trat and 
Surat Thani Sites. 

3.1.2 Mr. Mesak Pakdeekong expressed his opinion regarding the fisheries refugia for 
short mackerel, which would be established in Thailand and Cambodia, that Thailand should closely 
cooperate with Cambodia in the studies on distribution and life cycle of this trans-boundary species 
in two areas in order to achieve the most effective fisheries refugia management in both Trat Site of 
Thailand and Koh Kong Site of Cambodia. 

3.1.3 Meeting Resolution: the committee acknowledged. 

3.2 Technical Information of Coastal Resources and Ecosystems in Koh Sed, Ban Don Bay, 
Surat Thani Province 

3.2.1 Ms. Praulai Nootmorn, Senior Expert in Marine Fisheries, presented to the meeting the 
results of the study on ecosystems and coastal resources, specified on blue swimming crab, around Koh Sed 
in Ban Don Bay of Surat Thani Province, as shown in Annex 4.  It was summarized that there were a high 
number of blue swimming crabs in their young stages scattering throughout the area of Koh Sed, 
including the muddy-sand flat on the north-east and seagrass bed in the south-west.  The youngest 
stages of the crabs, zoae 1-4 and megalopa, were found the most in the area of muddy-sand flat, 
while seagrass bed served as the abundant zone for juvenile (young crabs), as shown in Figure 1.  
She concluded from the results that Koh Sed is the potential area for habitat of young blue swimming crab 
in Ban Don Bay. 
 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 1  Abundances and distributions of larvae (a) and juveniles (b) of blue swimming crab around Koh Sed 

3.2.2  Meeting Resolution: the committee acknowledged. 
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3.3 Budget Balance as of Quarter 3/2020 (30th September 2020) 

3.3.1 Ms. Praulai Nootmorn reported on the budget balance of fisheries refugia project for Thailand 
as of 30th September 2020, concluded as follows: 
 Overall allocated budget  7,415,200  Baht  (248,000 US$)  
 Total expenditure  3,717,389 Baht (115,840 US$)  
 Closing balance 3,697,911 Baht (132,160 US$) 

3.3.2 Mr. Mesak Pakdeekong recommended that details of expenditure should be provided to 
the meeting for more clarification.    

3.3.3 Meeting Resolution: the committee acknowledged. 

AGENDA 4 MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION 

4.1 Boundary Delineation of Fisheries Refugia for Blue Swimming Crab in Surat Thani Site  

4.1.1 Ms. Praulai Nootmorn informed the meeting that there had been a requirement of 
local communities for the conservation of the area around Koh Sed in Ban Don Bay of Surat Thani 
Province owing to the high number of released blue swimming crab from several crab banks in the area 
which were distributed to Koh Sed by prevailing current in the Bay.  According to the technical 
information, together with the communities’ requirement, Koh Sed is concerned as the suitable area for 
fisheries refugia for blue swimming crab in Ban Don Bay.  In this regard, Mr. Praulai proposed the 
area of 2x3 km2 around Koh Sed to be considered as the fisheries refugia boundary for blue swimming 
crab in Surat Thani Province, as shown in Figure 2.   

 

 

 

Figure 2  Proposed fisheries refugia boundary: Koh Sed, Ban Don Bay, Surat Thani Province 

 

4.1.2 Mr. Yongyut Predalumpaburt, Senior Expert in Coastal Aquaculture, recommended 
focusing on just the young crabs, not larvae, as the target stage in life cycle of blue swimming crab, as 
for the convenience of data collections. 

4.1.3 Mr. Boonsong Sricharoendham, Senior Expert in Fisheries Management, recommended 
that more sampling surveys should be performed for accuracy of the technical information in terms of 
the priority species and the site boundary. 

4.1.4 There followed a discussion on the matters of coastal seas and shellfish farming in Ban 
Don Bay that should be concerned for delineation of fisheries refugia boundary for blue swimming crab 
in Koh Sed.   

4.1.5 Meeting Resolution: the committee agreed that the boundary of fisheries refugia site is 
to be taken into consideration in the meeting of Site-based Fisheries Refugia Management Board in 
Surat Thani Province.  In this regards, information on the coastal seas boundary and the areas of 
shellfish farming in Ban Don Bay were to be provided by Surat Thani Provincial Fisheries Office. 
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4.2 Management Planning of Fisheries Refugia for Blue Swimming Crab in Surat Thani Site  

4.2.1 Ms. Praulai Nootmorn proposed the measures regarding the Section 56, 70, and 71 (1) 
in the Royal Ordinance on Fisheries B.E. 2558 (2015) to the meeting for consideration as the management 
planning of fisheries refugia in Koh Sed, Ban Don Bay, Surat Thani Province.  Details of those Sections are as 
follows: 
 Section 56 − No person shall catch aquatic animals in an aquatic species sanctuary as 
prescribed by the Minister or by the provincial fisheries committee subject to the approval of the 
Minister, except for the purposes of academic advancement or for the purposes of the nurturing of 
aquatic animal breeds for which permission in writing has been granted by the Director-General or a 
person assigned by the Director-General. There shall be attached to a notification determining any 
aquatic species sanctuary pursuant to paragraph one a map delineating the areas prescribed thereby. 
 Section 70 − No person shall engage in a fishing operation during a season of aquatic 
animals’ ovulation and egg-spawning, larvae rearing or during any other period of time designated for 
the protection of aquatic animals as prescribed by the Minister.  
  Section 71 − The Minister or the provincial fisheries committee shall have the power to 
issue notifications regarding the following: (1) fishing gears according to their forms, fishing methods, 
fishing areas, the size of fishing vessels used in fishing operation and other conditions that are 
prohibited from fishing operations in fishing grounds.  

4.2.2 Mr. Mesak Pakdeekong asked Representative from Project Coordinating Unit about the 
objectives of the project in terms of legislation.  

4.2.3 Mr. Weerasak Yingyuad, Representative from Project Coordinating Unit, explained that 
as the work plan of the project, the establishment of fisheries refugia and its management measures 
would be done on the basis of cooperation and approvals by all sectors and stakeholders involved in the 
areas. 

4.2.4  Meeting Resolution: the committee agreed that the management planning for fisheries 
refugia site in the area of Koh Sed is to be taken into consideration, on the basis of technical information, 
by Site-based Fisheries Refugia Management Board in Surat Thani Province, and approved by Surat 
Thani Provincial Fisheries Committee.   

4.3 Management Planning of Fisheries Refugia for Short Mackerel in Trat Site 

4.3.1 Mr. Mesak Pakdeekong expressed his recommendations on the Management Planning 
of Fisheries Refugia for Short Mackerel in Trat Site as follows: 
 1) Management measures should be clear-cut, consistent with the area context, and 
not affect the fishers’ live; 
 2) Integrated mapping of fisheries refugia sites in Trat Province of Thailand and 
Koh Kong Province of Cambodia should be prepared for the benefit of co-management between 
the two countries; and 
 3) Establishment of fisheries refugia in Trat Site of Thailand should be conducted 
in coordination with Koh Kong of Cambodia.         

4.3.2  Meeting Resolution: the committee agreed that activities according to management 
measures, integrated mapping, and coordination of fisheries refugia management between Thailand 
and Cambodia are to be undertaken upon the recommendations above.   

AGENDA 5 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

5.1 None. 

…………………………………………………………………………………. 
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ANNEX 2 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

Thailand National Fisheries Refugia Committee 

1. Mr. Mesak Pakdeekong Director-General, Department of Fisheries Chairman 

2. Mr. Boonsong Sricharoendham Senior Expert in Fisheries Management,  
Department of Fisheries 

Vice-Chairman 

3. Asst. Prof. Methee Kaewnern, Ph.D. 
(Mr.) 

Vice-Dean, Faculty of Fisheries, Kasetsart 
University (represented Dean)  

Committee 

4. Dr. Somkiat Kanchanakhan Inspector-General, Department of 
Fisheries (represented Inspector-General-
Head) 

Committee 

5. Mr. Yongyut Predalumpaburt  Senior Expert in Coastal Aquaculture, 
Coastal Aquaculture Research and 
Development Division, Department of 
Fisheries (represented Division Director)   

Committee 

6. Ms. Suthida Kan-atireklap Fisheries Technical Officer, Marine and 
Coastal Resources Research and 
Development Institute, Department of 
Marine and Coastal Resources 
(represented Institute Director) 

Committee 

7. Mr. Chatchawan Wuthimethee Fisheries Technical Officer, Trat Provincial 
Fisheries Office, Department of Fisheries 
(represented Director)   

Committee 

8. Mr. Itthipon Khuathai Director, Surat Thani Provincial Fisheries 
Office, Department of Fisheries 

Committee 

9. Mr. Weerasak Yingyuad Representative from Project Coordinating 
Unit, SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF/ Fisheries Refugia 
Project 

Committee 

10. Ms. Praulai Nootmorn 
 

Senior Expert in Marine Fisheries, 
Department     of Fisheries 

Committee 
and Secretary 

11. Mr. Kumpon Loychuen Director, Eastern Gulf Fisheries Research 
and Development Center (Rayong), 
Department of Fisheries 

Committee 
and Assistant 
Secretary 

 
Project Officers  

1. Ms. Panita Choopan Fisheries Refugia Project Staff, Department of Fisheries  

2. Ms. Duangnapha Pakkhothanang  Fisheries Refugia Project Staff, Department of Fisheries  

…………………………………………………………………… 
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ANNEX 3 

PROGRESS OF PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION 
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ANNEX 4 

TECHNICAL INFORMATION OF COASTAL RESOURCES AND ECOSYSTEMS IN KOH SED, BAN 
DON BAY, SURAT THANI PROVINCE 
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ANNEX 5 
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