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ABSTRACT

The replacement of mesh size at bollom side of Crab trap monitered in Pakklong Sub-
district, Pathew Districl, Chumphon Province between January 2003 — May 2004 were 20 crab trap
fishing households. Fishing boats using the crab trab were the long-tail fishing boat (lengths of between
6 - 11 meters) with engine 5 - 13 horse power. Crab rap fishing grounds were in the shallow waters
along the share line at water depths of 2 - 5 meters (around Ko Tiap, Ko Phra and Ko Elang). The average
carapace width of male blue swimming crab before replacement was 8.56 cm and smaller than first
mature size (6.5 cm) 17.45%. Dunng replacement, the average carapace width was 8.98 cm and smaller
than first mature size 4.2%. After replacement, the average carapace width was 9,06 cm and smaller
than first mature size 4.18%. The average carapace widlh of female blue swimming crab before
replacement was 8.71 ¢m and smaller than first mature size (9.74 cm) 62.36%. During replacement, the
average carapace width was 9.1 cm and smaller than first mature size 54.28%. After replacement, the
average carapace width was 9.00 cm and smaller than first mature size 51.98%. So, mesh size
replacement at bottom side of crab traps gave higher beneficial exploitation and decreasad the effectto
blue swimming crab resource.

Grouping of crab trap fishermen for mesh size replacement at bottom side of crab trap
fram 1.2 inches to be 2.5 inches, in 2004, It was found that the member of this group has increase to be
20 from 13 in 2003. More than that every household of crab frap fishermen in project area had changed
mesh size of crab trap at bottom side to be 2.5 inches substituted 1.2 inches that ever used before.

Key words: Fishing gear replacement, Mesh size, Crab lrap
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Figure 1 Crab trap mesh size of bottome side 1.2 and 2.5 inch
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