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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Study on the area context and socio-economic conditions of coastal communities in
Trat Province was aimed at preparing the database for evaluation of Thailand/SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF/
project on “Establishment and Operation of a Regional System of Fisheries Refugia in the South
China Sea and Gulf of Thailand”, the concept of which is promoting good governance for sustainable
fisheries management based on ecosystem approach with its goal at creating human security in
fishery sector in linkage with the Sustainable Development Goals — SDGs Goal 1, 2, 5, and 14.
The study was conducted by collecting secondary data from related study reports and documents,
in-depth interviews with both males and females of small-scale and commercial fishers, as well as
focus group meetings among fishers of different fishing gears, including fish traders and relevant
officers, in several fishing communities particularly those depend on short mackerel fisheries.
The study results are summarized as the following:

1. Trat Province is a high biodiversity area, both land and sea ecosystems. Water quality
including temperature and nutrients were still in the standard for living of aquatic animals.
However, shelter and nursery ground, such as mangroves, seagrass, and coral reefs in coastal
zone had deteriorated, causing the decrease of marine resources including short mackerel which
resulted in the loss of several million baht of economic value in a year. It was found that
destructive fishing gears and fishing methods were the major causes of the reduction of fisheries
resources, followed by the deteriorations of water quality and nutrient, and the climate change.

2. Target species for small-scale fishers, occupying more than 2 fishing gears,
in Trat Province were blue swimming crab, shrimps, and mantis shrimp, which were sold for
consumption only. Those for commercial fishers were fish, shrimps and squids, as well as trash
fish, which were sold for food and fish meal. Decline of significant marine species had resulted in
the uncertain income and career insecurity. In addition, decrease of short mackerel resources
had affected the extra income of fishing households as well as the loss of highly nutritious
protein-food for consumers.

3. Regarding economic condition of fishing households in Trat Province, small-scale
fishers earned their living mainly by fishing, resulted in the uncertainty of income while
expenditure increased, causing the growth of debts for household expenditure and fishing
investment. For commercial fishers, even though they had high income, their household debts
were higher than those of small-scale fishers. This economic condition brought about tension
and stress in the fishing households particularly to the women who had their roles on financial
arrangement and livings of the families.

4. There were lots of measures for fisheries and coastal resources management
issued by several authorities, particularly by the Department of Fisheries and the Department of
Marine and Coastal Resources, together with the promotion of participations from all sectors by
the mechanisms of local and national committees. Nevertheless, a number of measures had not
yet been put into practice owing to the lack of creating process for understanding of the
importance of participation, as well as the lack of through communication. These led to the gaps
and constraints on the participations in fisheries management, especially those of female
small-scale fishers.
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Recommendations:

1. Fisheries and coastal resources management should be rely on ecosystem-based
approach which will be resulted in the balance of economy, social conditions, and fisheries
resources. Enhancing the participations of all sectors in the management should be promoted,
particularly for the vulnerable and disadvantaged groups, such as female and small-scale fishers,
for whom the data access is needed.

2. Fisheries management schemes should be diverse and harmonize with the
traditional way of lives of the fishing communities in Trat Province.

3. Fisheries database, particularly those of small-scale fishing, should be provided
thoroughly and continuously for being primarily used for data-based fisheries management.

4. Monitoring and evaluating the implementation of the measures for community-based
management of short mackerel resources should be executed, while amendment of the measures
can be done any time as appropriated.

5. Rules and regulations for utilization and conservation of fisheries resources
together with monitoring system should be established on the basis of cooperation between
local communities and the authorities concerned.

6. Enhancing mutual responsibility throughout the supply chain among fishing gear
manufacturers, fishers, fish traders, fish processors, and consumers should be cooperatively
done by determining suitable sizes at catching and traceability system.
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