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REPORT OF THE MEETING 

The sixth meeting of Thailand’s National Scientific and Technical Committee for the project 

entitled “Establishment and Operation of a Regional System of Fisheries Refugia in the South China Sea 

and Gulf of Thailand” was conducted virtually via Zoom Platform by the Department of Fisheries on 11th 

August 2021, 13.30 – 16.30 hours.  The meeting was chaired by Ms. Praulai Nootmorn, Senior Expert in 

Marine Fisheries and National Focal Point for Thailand, acted for Senior Expert in Fisheries 

Management, the Chairman, in his absence.  There were 21 attendees participating in the meeting, 

composed of 15 committee members, 3 project officers for DOF, and 3 observers form Southeast Asian 

Fisheries Development Center, and Project Coordinating Unit.   Meeting agenda, list of 

participants, and presentation for the meeting are shown in annex 1, 2, and 3, respectively.  The 

meeting minutes are as follows:      

AGENDA 1 REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN 

Ms. Praulai Nootmorn, acting Chairman, welcomed all participants to the meeting and 

informed that the Chairman, Mr. Boonsong Sricharoendham, had been bound by other official 

business; the Chairman, therefore, assigned her to chair the meeting.  She informed the meeting that 

the establishment of fisheries refugia at the area about 1.5 x 6.0 km2 (5,625 Thai rai) around Koh Sed in 

Bandon Bay of Surat Thani Province had been already approved by Surat Thani Provincial Fisheries 

Committee, and it had been on the process of issuing the official notification on the refugia boundary 

and its management measures.  She mentioned that there would be a buoy laying activity to mark the 

boundary of fisheries refugia around Koh Sed after the mitigation of COVID 19 pandemic situation.           

AGENDA 2 APPROVAL OF REPORT OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

2.1 Ms. Praulai informed the meeting that report of the previous meeting, i.e., the fifth meeting of 

Thailand’s National Scientific and Technical Committee organized on 6th July 2021, had been handed out 

to each committee member for consideration.  In this regard, she requested the meeting to consider, amend, 

and approve the report. 

2.2 Meeting Resolution: The meeting approved report of the fifth meeting of Thailand’s National 

Scientific and Technical Committee organized on 6th July 2021.  

AGENDA 3 MATTERS OF REPORT 

3.1 Information of Short Mackerel Resources in Koh Kong of Cambodia   

3.1.1 Ms. Praulai Nootmorn presented to the meeting the data of the quantity of short mackerel in 

Koh Kong of Cambodia, reported at The 4th Regional Scientific and Technical Committee Meeting for the 

SEAFDEC/UN Environment/GEF Project on Establishment and Operation of a Regional System of 

Fisheries Refugia in the South China Sea and the Gulf of Thailand organized on 22th July 2021.  She 

concluded that while the catch of short mackerel in Trat Site decreased, it was found that catch of short 

mackerel in Koh Kong of Cambodia increased from 667 tons in 2019 to 997 tons in 2020 due to fisheries 

refugia establishment in the area.        

3.1.2 Meeting Resolution: The meeting acknowledged.       

3.2  Catch Information of Short Mackerel in Trat Province during the year 2019-2020 

3.2.1 According to the fifth meeting of Thailand’s National Scientific and Technical Committee 

organized on 6th July 2021, the meeting agreed that the additional data on the catch of short mackerel 

resources by trawl, purse seine, and gill net fisheries in Trat Site were to be provided for intensive 

consideration of management plan in fisheries refugia site.  In this regard, Mr. Udom Khrueniam, Senior 

Fisheries Technical Officer for Rayong Marine Fisheries Research and Development Center presented to 

the meeting the catch information of short mackerel in Trat Province during the year 2019-2020, 

concluded as follows:   
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 1) As for the principal fishing gears for short mackerel in Trat Province, there were 4 

paired trawlers, 29 purse seiners, and 32 mackerel gill netters found in 2019; and 4 paired trawlers, 24 

purse seiners, and 35 mackerel gill netters found in 2020. 

 2) In 2019, there were 734.72 tons of short mackerel landed in Trat Province, of which the 

majority came from purse seiners (72.14%) followed by mackerel gill netters (12.12%), anchovy falling 

netters (7.21%), and paired trawlers (4.22%).  In 2020, there were only 91.86 tons of short mackerel 

landed in Trat Province, of which the majority came from paired trawlers (39.19%) followed by mackerel 

gill netters (34.06%), anchovy falling netters (11.79%), and purse seiners (7.62%).   

 3) For species composition of the catch from short mackerel gill netters, there were the 

percentages of short mackerel at 47.91%, 7.32%, and 1.24% in the year 2019, 2020, and 2021, 

respectively. 

 4) Considering the critical period of January – February in the year 2019, the quantity of 

105.51 tons of short mackerel was landed in Trat Province, of which the majority came from purse 

seiners (71.08%) followed by mackerel gill netters (21.88%).  In January − February 2020, only 12.53 tons 

of short mackerel was landed in Trat Province, of which the majority came from mackerel gill netters 

(84.84%) followed by paired trawlers (7.98%).     

3.2.2 Ms. Praulai Nootmorn reminded the meeting that from stakeholder consultation in 5 coastal 

districts of Trat Province, there had been an agreement on the area of 1,546 km2 of fisheries refugia in 

Trat Site with the management plan of the prohibition of purse seiners, trawlers, and mackerel gill 

netters fishing in fisheries refugia area in the critical period at January − February.  In this regard, there was a 

recommendation on the reconsideration of the prohibition of gill netters, as they had a small number of 

short mackerel in the catch.  Ms. Praulai also noted that the boundary and management plan of 

fisheries refugia in Trat Site had also been approved by Trat Provincial Fisheries Committee. 

3.2.3 Meeting Resolution: The meeting acknowledged.         

AGENDA 4 MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION 

4.1 Management Planning for Fisheries Refugia of Short Mackerel at Trat Site concerning Gill Net 
Fisheries  

4.1.1 Ms. Praulai Nootmorn introduced the tentative management plan to the meeting that the 

prohibition of fishing should be applied for only the commercial fishing gears, purse seines and trawls, 

not gill nets, according to the following reasons:  

1) In the recent years, 2019-2020, the majority of the catch of short mackerel in Trat Province, 

73.06% in average, was obtained from purse seiners and trawlers; 

2) In the most recent years, 2020-2021, there was a small percentage of short mackerel in the catch 

composition of mackerel gill netters, 7.32% in 2020 and 1.24% in 2021; 

3) There was a small number of mackerel gill netters in the area − 32 and 35 boats out of 1,596 and 

1,639 small-scale fishing boats in the year 2019 and 2020, respectively; and   

4) Prohibition of fishing would affect the economic condition of small-scale fishers – short mackerel 

gill net – particularly at the situation of COVID 19 pandemic. 

4.1.2 Mr. Amnuay Kongprom, Director of Marine Fisheries Research and Development Division, 

Department of Fisheries, recommended collecting additional data on the maturation of short mackerel 

from the major fishing gears as for clarification of the effects of each gear on short mackerel spawners. 

4.1.3 Ms. Ratana Munprasit, Assistant for Fisheries Refugia Project, Department of Fisheries, 

reminded the meeting that there had been an approval from Trat Provincial Fisheries Committee on the 

management of short mackerel in Trat fisheries refugia site that the prohibition of fishing in the critical 

period was to be applied to purse seiners, trawlers, and mackerel gill netters.  In case of mackerel gill 

netters, it was agreed that the additional data on catch composition were to be taken into consideration 

for clarification of the effect of this gear on short mackerel resources.   
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4.1.4 Ms. Praulai Nootmorn noted that the fishing gear most affected by the prohibition of fishing was 

mackerel gill net as it was the small-scale fishing gear fishing near-shore, while the commercial ones like 

purse seine and trawl could move to fish at the area out of fisheries refugia boundary.    

4.1.5 Dr. Supawat Kan-atireklap, Special Expert in the Research of Resources and Environment in 

Marine and Coastal Ecosystem, Department of Marine and Coastal Resources, recommended that COVID 

19 pandemic situation should not be included in the reason for an exception of short mackerel gill net as 

the prohibited fishing gear in Trat fisheries refugia site.  He also recommended providing additional data 

on the fishing efforts for short mackerel fishing in Trat Province in order to get more supporting 

information.   

4.1.6 Mr. Apisit Kongprom, Geo-informatics Officer for Geo-informatics Applications and Service Office, 

Geo-Informatics and Space Technology Development Agency, recommended preparing the mapping 

illustration of the fishing grounds of each short mackerel fishing gear in Trat Province for more 

supporting information. 

4.1.7 Ms. Wirongrong Thimdee, Senior Expert in Spatial Fisheries, recommended exclusion of the 

boundary line at sea between Thailand and Cambodia from all the maps illustrating fisheries refugia site 

as there was not any bilateral agreement on the maritime boundary line between the two countries.       

4.1.8 Meeting Resolution:   

1) Prohibition of 2 fishing vessels, purse seiners and trawlers, fishing in Trat fisheries refugia site at 

the period of January − February should be the measures for short mackerel resources 

management in the site;  

2) For additional supporting data, fishing efforts of each principal fishing vessel for short mackerel 

in Trat Province at the period of January − February in the year 2020-2021 were to be prepared 

by Rayong Marine Fisheries Research and Development Center; and 

3) Fisheries refugia for short mackerel in Trat Site together with its management measures and 

supporting data were to be submitted to aquatic resources conservation committee of the 

Department of Fisheries for consideration and approval.         

AGENDA 5 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

5.1 None. 

…………………………………………………………………………………. 
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ANNEX 2 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

Thailand’s National Scientific and Technical Committee 

1. Ms. Praulai Nootmorn 
(National Focal Point for Thailand) 

Senior Expert in Marine Fisheries, 
Department     of Fisheries 

Acting 
Chairman 

2. Mr. Amnuay Kongprom Director, Marine Fisheries Research and 
Development Division, Department of 
Fisheries 

Vice 
Chairman 

3. Mr. Supawat Kan-atireklap, Ph.D. Special Expert in the Research of Resources 
and Environment in Marine and Coastal 
Ecosystem, Department of Marine and 
Coastal Resources 

Committee 

4. Ms. Jinda Petchkamnerd Director, Chumphon Marine Fisheries 
Research and Development Center, 
Department of Fisheries 

Committee 

5. Mr. Somchai Vibunpant Director, Songkhla Marine Fisheries 
Research and Development Center, 
Department of Fisheries 

Committee 

6. Ms. Wirongrong Thimdee Senior Expert in Spatial Fisheries, 
Department      of Fisheries 

Committee 

7. Ms. Ratanawalee Phoonsawat Senior Expert in Ecology, Department of 
Fisheries   

Committee 

8. Acting Maj. Suthep Chuela-ong Director, Marine and Coastal Resources 
Research and Development Center the Eastern 
Gulf of Thailand, Department of Marine and 
Coastal Resources 

Committee 

9. Mr. Apisit Kongprom Geo-informatics Officer, Geo-informatics 
Applications and Service Office, Geo-
Informatics and Space Technology 
Development Agency (Public Organization) 
(represented Director) 

Committee 

10. Mr. Weerachai Phetsut Lecturer,  Coastal Aquaculture Program,                      
Maejo University at Chumphon 

Committee 

11. Mr. Isara Chanrachkij Research and Development Division Head, 
Southeast Asian Fisheries Development 
Center 

Committee 

12. Mr. Tanut Srikum Director, Rayong Marine Fisheries Research 
and Development Center, Department of 
Fisheries 

Committee 

13. Mr. Udom Khrueniam Senior Fisheries Technical Officer, Rayong 
Marine Fisheries Research and Development 
Center, Department of Fisheries 

Committee 
and Assistant 
Secretary 

14. Mr. Jirawut Kumpirod Fisheries Technical Officer, Chumphon 
Marine Fisheries Research and Development 
Center, Department of Fisheries 

Committee 
and Assistant 
Secretary 
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15 Mr. Akanit Kuapuag Fisheries Technical Officer, Chumphon 
Marine Fisheries Research and Development 
Center, Department of Fisheries 

Committee 
and Assistant 
Secretary 

 
Project Officers 

1. Ms. Ratana Munprasit Assistant for Fisheries Refugia Project, Department of Fisheries 

2. Ms. Panita Choopan  Fisheries Refugia Project Technical Officer,   
Department of Fisheries 

3. Ms. Nattha Chalomklang Fisheries Refugia Project Officer, Department of Fisheries 

Observers 

1. Mr. Sakchai Arnupapboon Fishing Ground Information and Fishery Oceanography Section 
Head, Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center 

2. Mr. Weerasak Yingyuad Technical Officer, SEAFDEC/Project Coordinating Unit 

3. Ms. Chanikan Vibulsuk Fisheries Refugia Project Officer, Southeast Asian Fisheries 
Development Center  

 

…………………………………………………………………… 
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