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REPORT OF THE MEETING

The ninth meeting of Thailand’s National Fisheries Refugia Committee for the project
entitled “Establishment and Operation of a Regional System of Fisheries Refugia in the South
China Sea and Gulf of Thailand” was conducted virtually via Zoom Platform by the Department of
Fisheries on 22" March 2022, 13.30 — 16.30 hours. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Chalermchai
Suwannarak, Director-General of the Department of Fisheries. Apart from the committee
members, participants also included officers from SEAFDEC and the Department of Fisheries, 18
attendees in total. Meeting agenda and list of participants are shown in ANNEX 1 and ANNEX 2,
respectively. The meeting minutes are as follows:

1. REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN

1.1. None

2. APPROVAL OF REPORT OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

2.1. Ms. Praulai Nootmorn, Senior Expert in Marine Fisheries, as the Committee and
Secretary, informed the meeting that report of the previous meeting, i.e., the eighth
meeting of Thailand’s National Fisheries Refugia Committee conducted on 19 April
2021, had been handed in to each committee member for consideration. In this regard,
she requested the meeting to consider, amend, and approve the report, which was
prepared as the attachment to the meeting document.

2.2. Meeting Resolution: The committee approved report of the eighth meeting of Thailand’s
National Fisheries Refugia Committee conducted on 19*" April 2021.

3. MATTERS OF REPORT

3.1. Progress of Project Implementation

Ms. Praulai Nootmorn reported to the meeting the progress of project implementation, the
presentation of which is shown in ANNEX 3 and detailed as follows:

3.1.1. Progress of the implementation for endorsed notification for fisheries refugia in
Trat Site

13%-18™ July 2020: Local consultation workshops on fisheries refugia
boundary and management planning in Trat Site were on-site conducted in
all of the 5 coastal districts of Trat Province. They were participated by
fishers, heads of local administration organizations, and other relevant
stakeholders, 385 participants in total.

28" September 2020: Resolution of the local consultation workshops on
fisheries refugia boundary and management planning in Trat Site was put into
the Matters for Consideration in the meeting of Trat Provincial Fisheries
Committee. The meeting approved the proposed fisheries refugia boundary
and management plan in Trat Site and advised additional study on the catch
of short mackerel from gill net fishing in Trat Waters so as to be the significant
information for management planning on gill net fishing in refugia site.

1°t December 2020 — 31 March 2021: Study on the catch of short mackerel
from gill net fishing in Trat Waters was conducted by Rayong Marine Fisheries
Research and Development Center. It was found that there were 1.24% -
7.32% of short mackerel in the catch of gill net; the number of 35 gill net
fishing boats out of 1,639 small-scale fishing boats was found; and purse
seiners and pair trawlers were significant for short mackerel fishing with over
60% of the catch of short mackerel in Trat Province.
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11* August 2021: Resolution of the local consultation workshops on fisheries
refugia boundary and management planning in Trat Site was agreed by
Thailand’s National Scientific and Technical Committee. Regarding gill net
fishing, the committee, considering from the findings of recent study, agreed
that purse seiners and pair trawlers were to be restricted from fishing in the
critical time at refugia site while gill netters were an exception.

1t December 2021: Notification for prohibition of some fishing gears fishing in
the spawning period of short mackerel in some fishing ground of Trat Province
was proposed to the Department of Fisheries for consideration before
putting forward to the Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives for
endorsement.

25" February 2022: The Notification was approved by Aquatic Resources
Conservation Committee of the Department of Fisheries. The Committee
agreed to have a draft notification, attached with boundary map, done and
brought forward to consultation meeting with National Fisheries Association
of Thailand.

The Notification with a map is now under the process of drafting by responsible
sectors in the Department of Fisheries.

Mr. Chalermchai Suwannarak, the chairman and Director-General of the
Department of Fisheries, expressed his concern about the process for issuing
the Notification; he then discussed with responsible sectors for accelerating
the implementation process.

Meeting Resolution: the meeting agreed that the Director of Marine
Fisheries Research and Development Division was to coordinate with the
Director of Fisheries Resources Management and Measures Determination
Division for making the draft of notification for fisheries refugia in Trat Site,
together with its attached map, completed by the end of April 2022.

3.1.2. Progress of the implementation for endorsed notification for fisheries refugia in
Surat Thani Site

9™-15™ March 2021: Local consultation workshops on fisheries refugia
boundary and management planning in Surat Thani Site were on-site
conducted in all of the 7 coastal districts of Surat Thani Province, participated
by fishers, heads of local administration organizations, and other relevant
stakeholders, 497 participants in total.

23" July 2021: Resolution of the local consultation workshops on fisheries
refugia boundary and management planning in Surat Thani Site was put into
the Matters for Consideration in the meeting of Surat Thani Provincial
Fisheries Committee. The meeting approved the proposed fisheries refugia
boundary and management plan in Surat Thani Site and agreed to issue the
Notification of Surat Thani Provincial Fisheries Committee Re: Prohibition of
Some Fishing Gears Fishing in the Fishing Ground within the Coastal Seas around
the Area of Koh Sed, Phum Riang Subdistrict, Chaiya District, Surat Thani
Province.

18" August 2021: The Notification was proposed to the Department of
Fisheries for consideration before putting forward to the Minister of
Agriculture and Cooperatives for endorsement.
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28™ September 2021: The Notification was amended by Aquatic Resources
Conservation Committee of the Department of Fisheries in consistency with its
purposes and relevant fisheries legislation.

2"d November 2021: Amended Notification was sent to Surat Thani Province
for approval.

20" December 2021: The Notification was approved by Surat Thani Provincial
Fisheries Committee.

19" January 2022: The Notification was proposed to the Minister of
Agriculture and Cooperatives for endorsement.

10" February 2022: The Notification was endorsed by the Minister of
Agriculture and Cooperatives by virtue of the provisions of Section 71 first
paragraph (1) of the Royal Ordinance on Fisheries B.E. 2558 (2015).

8™ March 2022: “Notification of Surat Thani Provincial Fisheries Committee
Re: Prohibition of Some Fishing Gears Fishing in the Fishing Ground within the
Coastal Seas around the Area of Koh Sed, Phum Riang Subdistrict, Chaiya
District, Surat Thani Province B.E. 2565 (2022)” was issued. The translated
Notification and its attached map are shown in ANNEX 4.

11™ March 2022: “Notification of Surat Thani Province Re: Appointment of
Operational Management Board for Fisheries Refugia in the Coastal Seas
around the Area of Koh Sed, Phum Riang Subdistrict, Chaiya District, Surat
Thani Province” was issued. The translated Notification is shown in ANNEX
5.

Meeting Resolution: the meeting acknowledged the progress of the
implementation for endorsed notification for fisheries refugia in Surat Thani
Site

3.1.3. Auditing the project financing for the year 2021

3.1.3.1.

3.1.3.2.

Financing for project implementation in 2021 was audited by P&A Audit
Company, a certified public accountant, during 3 -5 March 2022. There was
no doubt and suggestion from the Company. Audit report was submitted
directly to SEAFDEC/PCU.

Meeting Resolution: the meeting acknowledged the auditing project
financing for the year 2021.

3.2. Implementation Plan for the Year 2022

3.2.1. Ms. Praulai Nootmorn informed the meeting that the year 2022 was the final year of
the project; she presented to the meeting the implementation plan for each of the 4
quarters in 2022, as follows:

Quarter 1 (January-March 2022)

Auditing the Project financing for the year 2021 (done);

Issuing the Notification of Surat Thani Provincial Fisheries Committee Re:
Prohibition of Some Fishing Gears Fishing in the Fishing Ground within the
Coastal Seas around the Area of Koh Sed, Phum Riang Subdistrict, Chaiya
District, Surat Thani Province B.E. 2565 (2022) (done);

Issuing Notification of Surat Thani Province Re: Appointment of Operational
Management Board for Fisheries Refugia in the Coastal Seas around the Area
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of Koh Sed, Phum Riang Subdistrict, Chaiya District, Surat Thani Province
(done); and

. Organizing the ninth meeting of Thailand’s National Fisheries Refugia
Committee.

Quarter 2 (April-June 2022)

. Organizing the training-workshop on coastal management approach for
fisheries refugia in Surat Thani Site;

. Conducting the activity of buoy laying for marking fisheries refugia boundary
in Surat Thani Site;

. Preparing draft notification for prohibition of some fishing gears fishing in the
spawning period of short mackerel in some fishing ground of Trat Province,
proposing to National Fisheries Association of Thailand for consultation; and

. Issuing the notification for prohibition of some fishing gears fishing in the
spawning period of short mackerel in some fishing ground of Trat Province.

Quarter 3 (July-September 2022)
. Appointing operational management board for fisheries refugia in Trat Site;

. Organizing the training-workshop on fisheries management approach for
fisheries refugia in Trat Site; and

. Organizing the seventh meeting of Thailand’s National Scientific and
Technical Committee.

Quarter 4 (October-December 2022)

. Organizing the fourth meeting of Site-Based Fisheries Refugia Management
Board in Surat Thani Province;

. Organizing the third meeting of Site-Based Fisheries Refugia Management
Board in Trat Province; and

. Organizing the tenth meeting of Thailand’s National Fisheries Refugia
Committee.

3.2.2. Mr. Chalermchai Suwannarak advised adding the purposes of each activity in the
implementation plan and adjusting the sequences of each activity upon its accurate
time frame.

3.2.3. Meeting Resolution: the meeting acknowledged the implementation plan for the
year 2022.

3.3. Budget Balance as at 31*' December 2021

3.3.1. Ms. Praulai Nootmorn reported to the meeting the budget balance of fisheries
refugia project for Thailand as at 31 December 2022, concluded as follows:

Overall allocated budget 6,867,736.25 Baht
Total expenditure 5,180,892.79 Baht
Closing balance 1,686,843.46 Baht

The total expenses were detailed for each activity as follows:
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1) Project personnel and consultant 3,321,000.00 Baht
2) | Travel on official business 258,212.14 Baht
3) Sub-contracts for study on area contexts of Trat

and Surat Thani fisheries refugia site 216,320.00 Baht
4) Sub-contracts for study on ecosystem around Koh

Sed of Surat Thani Province 265,236.00 Baht
5) | Technical data collection at Trat fisheries refugia

site 75,000.00 Baht
6) | Training-workshop on socio-economic study and

value chain analysis of fisheries 36,870.87 Baht
7) | Training-workshop on the introduction of

ecopath with ecosim program for the assessment

and management of fisheries resources 9,700.00 Baht
8) Local consultation workshops on fisheries refugia

boundary and management planning at Trat Site 271,746.50 Baht
9) Local consultation workshops on fisheries refugia

boundary and management planning at Surat Thai

Site 304,049.00 Baht
10) | Meeting of the National Fisheries Refugia

Committee 6,953.00 Baht
11) | Meeting of the National Scientific and Technical

Committee 75,905.06 Baht
12) | Meeting of the site-based management board 282,027.00 Baht
13) | Expendable equipment 57.873.22 Baht
Total 5,180,892.79 Baht

3.3.2. Meeting Resolution: the meeting acknowledged the Budget Balance as at 31%

December 2021.
4. MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION
4.1. Costed Workplan for the Year 2022

4.1.1. Ms. Praulai Nootmorn proposed the costed workplan for the year 2022 to the
meeting for consideration, detailed as follows:

1) Project personnel and consultant 804,000.00 Baht

Baht

2) Travel on official business 100,000.00
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3) Training-workshop on diving for coastal
resources survey 120,000.00 Baht

4) Training-workshop on fisheries management
approach for fisheries refugia at Trat Site 121,500.00 Baht

5) Training-workshop on coastal management
approach for fisheries refugia at Surat Thani Site | 121,500.00 Baht

6) Meeting of the National Fisheries Refugia
Committee 2,000.00 Baht

7) Meeting of the National Scientific and Technical
Committee 110,000.00 Baht

8) Meeting of the site-based management board 150,000.00 Baht

9) Equipment for buoy laying around Koh Sed of
Surat Thani Province (Surat Thani fisheries

refugia site) 101,000.00 Baht
10) | Other expendable equipment 56,843.46 Baht
Total 1,686,843.46 Baht

4.1.2. Mr. Chalermchai Suwannarak advised adding the purposes and details for each of
the activity’s expense.

4.1.3. Meeting Resolution: the meeting agreed that costed workplan for the year 2022 was
to be revised by adding the purposes and details for each of the activity’s expense
prior to handing in it to all committee for approval.

5. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

5.1.

5.2.

5.3.

5.4.

Ms. Praulai Nootmorn briefed about the contents of the 5™ Regional Scientific and
Technical Committee Meeting for the SEAFDEC/UN Environment/GEF Project on
Establishment and Operation of Regional System of Fisheries Refugia in the South China
Sea and the Gulf of Thailand which was virtually organized on 16™-17" March 2022. She
highlighted the progress of the project, by countries and on the whole. According to her
presentation, three fisheries refugia: two in Cambodia (Kep and Koh Kong Provinces) and
one in Thailand (Surat Thani Province) were adopted by the respective governments;
Seven fisheries refugia: one in Cambodia (Kampot Province), one in Thailand (Trat
Province), two in Malaysia (Johor and Miri), and three in the Philippines (Bolinao,
Masinloc, and Coron) were in the process for adoption by the responsible agencies or
ministry after receiving the perception and agreements from stakeholder communities.

Ms. Praulai also introduced the web portal for fisheries refugia in Thailand, of which the
URL is https;//inter.fisheries.go.th/fishrefugia.

Mr. Chalermchai Suwannarak expressed his satisfaction in the fisheries refugia project
in Thailand. He mentioned that cooperation of local stakeholders was the significant
factor for accomplishment of the project and for fisheries management in the areas.

Mr. Manop Nusorn, Inspector-general for the Department of Fisheries, mentioned that
there were other several coastal provinces interested in the fisheries refugia concept

Page 8 of 20



5.5.

SEAFDEC-UNEP-GEF-THAILAND: REP-TH42

which would be the mechanism for determining the conservation area in their coastal
areas.

Mr. Chalermchai advised that the provinces which were interested in the area-based
fisheries management based on fisheries refugia concept could learn from fisheries
refugia sites both in Trat and Surat Thani Provinces.
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ANNEX 1
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ANNEX 2

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Thailand’s National Fisheries Refugia Committee

1. Mr. Chalermchai Suwannarak | Director-General, Department of | Chairman
Fisheries

2. Mr. Weerasak Yingyuad Representative from Project Coordinating | Consultant
Unit, SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF/Fisheries
Refugia Project

3. | Asst. Prof. Sansanee | Head of the Department of Fisheries | Committee

Wangworalak, Ph.D. (Ms.) Management, Faculty of Fisheries,

Kasetsart University (represented Dean)

4, Ms. Wirongrong Thimdee Senior Expert in Spatial Fisheries, | Committee
Department  of Fisheries

5. Mr. Manop Nusorn Inspector-General, Department  of | Committee
Fisheries (represented Inspector-
General Head)

6. Mr. Boonthinan Sunthalodom | Fisheries Technical Officer, Coastal | Committee
Aguaculture Research and Development
Division, Department of Fisheries
(represented Director)

7. Ms. Khunchanaporn Senior Fisheries Technical Officer, | Committee

Wuddhivorawong Marine and Coastal Resources Research

and Development Institute, Department
of Marine and Coastal Resources
(Represented Director)

8. Mr. Khanueng Khomkham Director, Trat Provincial Fisheries Office, | Committee
Department of Fisheries

9. Mr. Itthipon Khuathai Director, Surat Thani Provincial Fisheries | Committee
Office, Department of Fisheries

10. | Ms. Praulai Nootmorn Senior Expert in Marine Fisheries, | Committee
Department of Fisheries and Secretary

11. | Mr. Thanut Srikum Director, Rayong Marine Fisheries | Committee
Research and Development Center, | and Assistant
Department of Fisheries Secretary

12. | Ms. Jinda Petchkamnerd Director, Chumphon Marine Fisheries | Committee
Research and Development Center, | and Assistant
Department of Fisheries Secretary

Observers

1. | Mr. Isara Chanrachkij Project Planning and Management Division Head,
SEAFDEC/TD

2. | Mr. Sukchai Arnupapboon Research and Development Division Head, SEAFDEC/TD
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Mr. Udom Khrueniam Fisheries Technical Officer, Rayong Fisheries Research
and Development Center, Department of Fisheries

Mr. Jirawut Kumpirod Fisheries Technical Officer, Chumphon Marine Fisheries
Research and Development Center, Department of
Fisheries

Ms. Panita Choopan Fisheries Refugia Project Officer, Department of Fisheries

Ms. Nattha Chalomklang Fisheries Refugia Project Officer, Department of Fisheries
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ANNEX 3

PRESENTATION ON THE PROGRESS OF PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION
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ANNEX 4

(Unofficial Translation)

Notification of Surat Thani Provincial Fisheries Committee
Re: Prohibition of Some Fishing Gears Fishing in the Fishing Ground within the Coastal Seas
around the Area of Koh Sed, Phum Riang Subdistrict, Chaiya District, Surat Thani Province
B.E. 2565

Whereas the fishing ground in the coastal seas around the area of Koh Sed, Phum
Riang Subdistrict, Chaiya District, Surat Thani Province is a place of biodiversity and rich of aquatic
animal resources and ecosystem as well as seagrass bed which is a significant place for inhabiting,
sheltering, breeding, spawning, and larval rearing of aquatic animals, particularly young blue
swimming crabs. At present, however, it appears that some fishing gears inappropriate for
young blue swimming crabs are used for fishing in such area. If fishing by such fishing gears
continues, it will cause catching a large number of premature blue swimming crabs which will
affect the abundance of blue swimming crab resources in the area. Thus, in order to prevent
fishing from degrading sustainability of blue swimming crab resources and to conserve seagrass
ecosystem so as to serve as the fisheries refugia for young aquatic animals, it is expedient to
impose conservation and management measures aiming at balancing the nature and maintaining
sustainability of aquatic animal resources and ecosystem on the basis of precautionary principle.

By virtue of the provisions of Section 28, first paragraph (3) appurtenant to
Section 71, first paragraph (1) of the Royal Ordinance on Fisheries B.E. 2558 (2015), Surat
Thani Provincial Fisheries Committee, with the approval of the Minister of Agriculture and
Cooperatives, hereby issues the Notification as follows:

Clause 1 No person shall use the following fishing gears fishing in the fishing
ground within the coastal seas around the area of Koh Sed, Phum Riang Subdistrict, Chaiya
District, Surat Thani Province, the boundary of which appears on the map attached to this
Notification:

(1) Crab traps; and

(2) Crab gill nets of a mesh size less than 3 inches.

Clause 2  This Notification shall come into force as from the day following date of
its publication in the Government Gazette.

Notified on 8™ March B.E. 2565 (2022)

Signed Witchawut Chinto
(Mr. Witchawut Chinto)
Governor of Surat Thani Province

Chairman of Surat Thani Provincial Fisheries Committee
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(Unofficial Translation)

Map attached to Notification of Surat Thani Provincial Fisheries Committee
Re: Prohibition of Some Fishing Gears Fishing in the Fishing Ground within the Coastal Seas

around the Area of Koh Sed, Phum Riang

Subdistrict, Chaiya District, Surat Thani Province

B.E. 2565
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ANNEX 5

(Unofficial Translation)

Notification of Surat Thani Province
No. 1963/2565

Re: Appointment of Operational Management Board for Fisheries Refugia in the Coastal Seas
around the Area of Koh Sed, Phum Riang Subdistrict, Chaiya District, Surat Thani Province

According to the mutual agreement of the Department of Fisheries and
stakeholders in Ban Don Bay of Surat Thani Province on the establishment of fisheries refugia,
particularly for young blue swimming crabs, at the area of 5,625 rai in the fishing ground within the
coastal seas around the area of Koh Sed, Phum Riang Subdistrict, Chaiya District, Surat Thani
Province, pursuant to Notification of Surat Thani Provincial Fisheries Committee Re: Prohibition of
Some Fishing Gears Fishing in the Fishing Ground within the Coastal Seas around the Area of Koh
Sed, Phum Riang Subdistrict, Chaiya District, Surat Thani Province, B.E. 2565, dated 8™ March
B.E. 2565 (2022);
In order for effectively operational management and the achievement of being a
fisheries refugia, Operational Management Board for Fisheries Refugia in the Coastal Seas around the
Area of Koh Sed, Phum Riang Subdistrict, Chaiya District, Surat Thani Province shall be appointed,
comprising the following members:

1. Mayor of Phum Riang Subdistrict, Chaiya District Chairman
2 Li Let Subdistrict Head, Phun Phin District Vice-Chairman
3 Mayor of Takrop Subdistrict, Chaiya District Committee
4. Mayor of Lamed Subdistrict, Chaiya District Committee
5 Takrop Subdistrict Head, Chaiya District Committee
6 Lamed Subdistrict Head, Chaiya District Committee
7 Chairman of the Local Fishing Community Organization of| Committee
Aguatic Animal Resources Management Group for Sustainable
Community
8. Chairman of the Local Fishing Community Organization of the| Committee
Group for Releasing Blue Swimming Crab into Ban Don Bay of
Thai Seas
9. Chairman of the Local Fishing Community Organization of Had | Committee
Sai Kaew Small-scale Fishing Group
10. Chairman of the Local Fishing Community Organization of Fai| Committee
Phru Small-scale Fishing Group
11. Representative of Tha Chana District: Mr. Piya Sae-ear Committee
12. Representative of Tha Chang District: Mr. Jirot Puakkliang Committee
13. Representative of Phun Phin District: Mr. Pramote Sari Committee
14. Representative of Muang District: Mr. Thanawon Naksuwan Committee
15. Representative of Kanchanadit District: Mr. Jarong Plodchum Committee
16. Representative of Donsak District: Mr. Supphalak Tiewbutr Committee
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17. Chairman of Forest and Sea for Life Foundation Committee

18. Chief of Tha Chana Fisheries District Office Committee

19. Chief of Chaiya Fisheries District Office Committee

20. Chief of Tha Chang Fisheries District Office Committee

21. Chief of Phun Phin Fisheries District Office Committee

22. Chief of Muang Surat Thani Fisheries District Office Committee

23. Chief of Kanchanadit Fisheries District Office Committee

24, Chief of Donsak Fisheries District Office Committee

25. Head of Lang Suan Marine Fisheries Patrol Unit (Chumphon) Committee
Head of Fisheries Administration and Management Group, Surat .

26. o ) o . Committee
Thani Fisheries Provincial Office

27. Fisheries Technical Officer, Chumphon Marine Fisheries| Committee
Research and Development Center

28. Chairman of the Local Fishing Community Organization of Phum| Committee and
Riang Subdistrict Aquatic Resources Conservation Group Secretary

Terms of Reference for Operational Management Board for Fisheries Refugia in the

Coastal Seas around the Area of Koh Sed, Phum Riang Subdistrict, Chaiya District, Surat Thani
Province are:

1.

Provide communities with management approach in the area based on Notification of
Surat Thani Provincial Fisheries Committee Re: Prohibition of Some Fishing Gears Fishing in
the Fishing Ground within the Coastal Seas around the Area of Koh Sed, Phum Riang
Subdistrict, Chaiya District, Surat Thani Province, B.E. 2565, dated 8™ March B.E. 2565
(2022);

Cooperate with relevant agencies in planning and implementing activities and projects for
area management in fisheries refugia site;

Review and evaluate progress in implementation of the activities and projects, and make
an improvement for the effectiveness of the area management;

Monitor fishing activities in fisheries refugia site in accordance with the Notification and
coordinate with relevant agencies; and

Conduct any other activities that contribute to the effectiveness of the fisheries
management for the sustainability of fisheries resources and ecosystem in fisheries refugia
site.

This Notification shall be effective from now on.

Notified on 11*" March B.E. 2565 (2022)

Signed Sakdaporn Rattanasupa
(Mr. Sakdaporn Rattanasupa)

Vice Governor, for the Governor of Surat Thani Province
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ANNEX 6

MEETING ATMOSPHERE
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