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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
1. The “Regional Workshop on Effective Practice for Supporting the Livelihood and Well-being 
of Small-scale Fishers in Southeast Asia” was aimed at sharing the existing effective practices and 
lessons learned on improving and diversifying the small-scale fishers’ livelihoods, as well as on the 
adaptations from the impacts of COVID-19 and the approaches to access microfinance services. The 
best practices shared among the representatives from the ASEAN Member States (AMSs) during the 
Regional Workshop could guide and support the efforts of small-scale fishers in the communities of 
Southeast Asia in improving their livelihoods. 
 
2. This Report is divided into 9 sections, namely: 1) Executive Summary, 2) Introduction, 3) 
Opening of the Workshop, 4) Background of the Workshop and Adoption of Agenda, 5) Review on 
Effective Practice for Supporting and Improving Livelihoods in Small-scale Fisheries and Adaptation 
to COVID-19 Situation, 6) Review of the Development of Microfinance Services for Small-scale 
Fisheries, 7) Practical Lessons for Improving Livelihood and Well-being of Small-scale Fishers in the 
Implementation of SSF Guidelines, 8) Recommendations and Way Forward, and 9) Closing of the 
Workshop.  
 
3. The Regional Workshop was opened by the Deputy Secretary-General of SEAFDEC and 
Deputy Chief of SEAFDEC Training Department Mr. Koichi Honda. This was followed by the 
introduction of the Workshop and the Objectives by the Head of Fisheries Management Section of 
SEAFDEC/TD. Specifically, the Workshop aimed to: 1) enable the participants to understand the 
options for effective practices in supporting and improving the livelihoods of small-scale fishers; 2) 
review the approaches for small-scale fishers to access microfinance services; and 3) provide 
recommendations for supporting the livelihoods and well-being of small-scale fishers. 
 
4. Representatives from the SEAFDEC Member Countries, namely: Brunei Darussalam, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand, and Viet Nam presented the overview, lessons learned, and 
key factors that could be learned from the success case(s) on effective practices for supporting and 
improving livelihoods of small-scale fishers including adaptations of small-scale fishers to the COVID-
19 situation, in their respective countries. The representatives also mentioned the importance of 
microfinance and credit, and capacity building to enhance the skills of fishers toward improving their 
livelihoods and household incomes. Moreover, suggestions were also made on marketing and funding 
support which should be introduced for the sustainability of small-scale fisheries (SSF).  
 
5. The resource person from the Asia-Pacific Rural and Agricultural Credit Association 
(APRACA) presented the microfinance services for small-scale fisheries and approaches to access 
microfinance services, while the resource person from the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural 
Cooperatives (BAAC) of Thailand discussed about the loan projects that had been provided to SSF in 
22 coastal provinces of Thailand. The representative from Kasetsart University presented the definition, 
types, and benefits of microfinance as well as introduced the fishery cooperative, especially the 
Maeklong Fishery Cooperative which represents a successful case of fisheries cooperative in Thailand.  
 
6. The resource person from the Fisheries Administration of Cambodia presented and shared the 
experiences from the project including the activities that support the fishers’ livelihoods in 
communities, and mentioned that training and budget had been provided, and alternative livelihoods 
were promoted in support of the communities. The lessons learnt indicated that livelihood development 
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depends on the capacity of the community fisheries, opportunities, and the existing traditions which the 
government should consider in supporting the communities with their capabilities. 
  
7. The Workshop then discussed the key issues including the recommendations for supporting 
and improving the livelihoods and well-being of SSF. The key issues were classified into 10 categories: 
1) social development, employment, and decent work; 2) governance; 3) gender equality; 4) post-
harvest, value chain and marketing; 5) microfinance; 6) sustainable resource management; 7) policy 
coherence, institutional coordination, and collaboration; 8) information research and communication; 
9) capacity development; and 10) alternative livelihood. 

 
8. Prior to closing the Workshop, the Deputy Secretary General of SEAFDEC thanked the 
participants, resource persons, and the team for the successful conduct of the Workshop. He expressed 
the hope that the enhanced understanding on effective practices that the participants gained from the 
Workshop could contribute to improved livelihoods and resilience of small-scale fishers in the fishing 
communities, and then declared the Workshop closed. 
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REPORT OF  
REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON EFFECTIVE PRACTICE FOR SUPPORTING THE 

LIVELIHOOD AND WELL-BEING OF SMALL-SCALE FISHERS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 
27-28 OCTOBER 2021, 08:30-12:00 (UTC+07:00) 

(VIRTUAL MEETING)  
 

*************************** 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

1. The Regional Workshop on Effective Practice for Supporting the Livelihood and Well-being 
of Small-scale Fishers in Southeast Asia was organized virtually on 27-28 October 2021 through zoom 
platform. The Workshop was aimed at 1) enabling the participants to understand the options for 
effective practices in supporting and improving the livelihoods of small-scale fishers; 2) reviewing the 
approaches for small-scale fishers to access microfinance services; and 3) providing recommendations 
for supporting the livelihoods and well-being of small-scale fishers. The expected outputs of the 
Workshop include increased awareness and better understanding of the effective practices that could 
contribute to improved livelihoods and resilience of small-scale fishers in the fishing communities, as 
well as the options for livelihood diversification and development of microfinance services for small-
scale fishers. The Prospectus of the Workshop appears as Annex 1. 
 
2. The Workshop was attended by representatives from the SEAFDEC Member Countries, 
namely: Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand, and Viet Nam. 
Also in attendance were the resource persons from the Asia-Pacific Rural and Agricultural Credit 
Association (APRACA); Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC) of Thailand; 
Kasetsart University (KU), Bangkok, Thailand; and the Fisheries Administration of Cambodia (FiA); 
and staff of the SEAFDEC Secretariat and the SEAFDEC Training Department. In total, the Workshop 
had forty-eight (48) participants (18 women and 30 men). The List of Participants appears as Annex 2.  
 

II. OPENING OF THE WORKSHOP 
 

3. The Deputy Secretary-General of SEAFDEC and Deputy Chief of SEAFDEC Training 
Department Mr. Koichi Honda delivered the Opening Remarks and mentioned the importance of small-
scale fisheries in terms of providing seafood for human consumption and generating incomes to support 
local and national economies. He added that SEAFDEC has supported the Members Countries in 
implementing the SSF Guidelines to improve the livelihoods of small-scale fishers in the Southeast 
Asian region. In this regard, he encouraged the participants to share their experiences and the lessons 
learned from their respective countries in order to support and improve the livelihoods in small-scale 
fisheries of the region. His Opening Remarks appears as Annex 3. 
 

III. BACKGROUND OF THE WORKSHOP AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 

4. The Head of the Fisheries Management Section, Ms. Thanyalak Suasi presented the 
background, objectives, and agenda of the Workshop and the programs scheduled from 27 to 28 
October 2021. Specifically, she indicated that the first day of the Workshop would focus on case 
studies in the SEAFDEC Member Countries on the effective practices for supporting and improving 
livelihoods of small-scale fishers as well as on the adaptations to the COVID-19 situation in the 
fisheries sector. On the second day, the development of microfinance services for small-scale fisheries 
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would be reviewed based on the presentations by the resource persons from APRACA, BAAC, and 
Kasetsart University as well as the lessons learned and experiences from project implementation to 
support the fisher’s livelihood in communities based on the presentation by the resource person from 
the Fisheries Administration of Cambodia.   
 

IV. REVIEW ON EFFECTIVE PRACTICE FOR SUPPORTING AND IMPROVING 
LIVELIHOOD IN SMALL-SCALE FISHERIES AND ADAPTATION TO COVID-19 
SITUATION  
 

5. The representatives from SEAFDEC Member Countries, namely: Brunei Darussalam, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand, and Viet Nam, presented the overview, lessons learned, and 
key factors from their respective success case(s) on effective practices for supporting and improving 
livelihoods of small-scale fishers including the adaptations of SSF to the COVID-19 situation, 
challenges and constraints. 
  
6. The representative from Brunei Darussalam, Ms. Morafidah Sawal, a Senior Fisheries 
Assistant, emphasized that for the effective practice to support and improve livelihoods in SSF, capacity 
building, raising awareness on the responsible fishing practices, and upgrading the SSF landing site, 
etc. should be taken into consideration. In order that the SSF could adapt to the COVID-19 situation, 
fishers drive to nearby communities to sell their products as well as via the online platform. Moreover, 
they also engage family members/employ the locals to operate their fishing boats and gears. To support 
the SSF in the future, the government could distribute the necessities and increase resource enrichment 
programs including conduct of more training for capacity and skills building of the fishers. In addition 
to involving the government, NGOs and the private sector should also be tapped to financially support 
the SSF, and that the development of platforms to sell their catch should also be considered. Her 
presentation appears as Annex 4.  

 
7. The success case(s) of effective practice for supporting and improving livelihood in SSF and 
adaptation to the COVID-19 situation in Malaysia was presented by Mr. Anuar bin Deraman and Mr. 
Muhammad Zahir bin Zakaria. The presentation provided information on fisheries production of 
Malaysia in 2019 and the zoning of fishing areas in Malaysia. Then, the program on My Fisheries 
Community Program (MyPK) established by DOF of Malaysia was introduced based on the 
community-based management (CBM) concept in 2020 to support SSF on empowering microfinance, 
safety, and economics. The crab bank activity served as a good example of the activities under MyKP. 
Moreover, the COVID19 pandemic has impacted the SSF in Malaysia, as fishing activities and 
marketing had been reduced, however, the government has implemented programs to support fishers 
during the pandemic. The recommendations from Malaysia on improving the fishers’ livelihood 
included increasing the fish stocks, improving the systems of fish marketing, strengthening Fisheries 
Management Plan (FMP) and Ecosystem Approach Fisheries Management (EAFM), and developing 
the fishermen’s plan. The presentation appears as an Annex 5. 

 
8. In the discussion after the presentation, the representative from Malaysia indicated that the 
country has a program for supporting fishers’ livelihoods in the areas of aquaculture and fish processing. 
The aquaculture program is aimed at helping the fishers to obtain certain incomes during the closed 
season. For the financial requirements of fishers in Malaysia, funds could be availed of under MyKp 
program. However, fishers borrowing money from middlemen is the main problem in Malaysia and all 
countries in ASEAN region that should be addressed for better benefits to fishers. 
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9. The Deputy Director of the Department of Fisheries (DOF) of Myanmar, Dr. Nilar Shein 
presented the case study of Myanmar. The SSF in Myanmar consists of inland capture fisheries and 
aquaculture. There is a national program assisting SSF in the communities including the granting of 
subsidies for fish hatchery and breeding, and the evergreen community development fund for 
investments in livestock and fisheries. Collaboration with partners to implement the SSF Guidelines 
could obtain more benefits to SSF. Moreover, the online survey on the impacts of COVID-19 conducted 
by the DOF Myanmar was able to identify the aquaculture supply chain and provide the 
recommendations to develop SSF and environment friendly aquaculture program. During the discussion 
on this presentation, it was noted that the rice fish system could be promoted for the sustainability of 
SSF and aquaculture in Myanmar and could also be applied to the other Southeast Asian countries. Her 
presentation appears as Annex 6. 
 
10. The country presentation by the representative from the Philippines, Mr. Boop Benjack Dacup, 
mentioned about the program of the Philippine Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) that 
addresses the concerns of the SSF sector which comprises the registration of municipal fisherfolk and 
boats, skills training on fiber reinforced plastic (FRP) boat fabrication, loan program, establishment of 
Community Fish Landing Centers (CFLCs) for marketing and promotion of value-added products, 
National Payao Program or fish aggregating devices to promote conservation and management of the 
fisheries resources. Moreover, there is a specific initiative to implement the SSF Guidelines to improve 
the food security and nutrition situation of fisherfolks in selected areas of the Philippines. In addition, 
the fisherfolk contribute to decision-making processes through the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
Management Council (FARMC), especially in the planning and formulation of policies and programs 
for the management, conservation, protection and sustainable development of fisheries and aquatic 
resources. His presentation appears as Annex 7. 
 
11. The representative from the Department of Fisheries (DOF) of Thailand, Mr. Deeka 
Ratanachamnong mentioned about the timeline of the COVID-19 program in Thailand, and that the 
government has financial aspects to support the people who are affected by COVID-19, such as credit 
facility to enhance the liquidity of fisheries operations, including the soft loan program to promote 
liquidity for crocodile farmers and related businesses, and compensation project to help farmers affected 
by the COVID-19 outbreak. Moreover, he mentioned that the establishment of local fishing community 
organizations has created a new marketing channel for buy-sell of products through the online ordering 
system for aquatic animals, to support the distribution of fish products. For the adaptation of SSF to the 
COVID-19 situation, he explained that the project “Carrying rice farmers, exchanging fish for 
fishermen” supported by Thai Royal Airforce, is a Barter System that exchanges one kilogram of 
jasmine rice to one kilogram of dried fish/salted fish. Furthermore, another project is direct sale, where 
fishers can sell their fish to customers via Fisheries Shop which is supported by DOF. His presentation 
appears as Annex 8. 
 
12. The representative from Viet Nam, Mr. Vu Duyen Hai, presented an overview of the SSF in 
the country and that there are 63,497 vessels of length less than 15 meters and employ 330 thousand 
crew members with budget of USD 200/person/month for fishing operations. There is decentralization 
of authority to local authorities both the provincial government and coastal communities. The 
government is trying to reduce the vessels by promoting alternative livelihoods. For example, 
promotion of tourism services in Cu Lao Cham, Phu Quoc, and Hon Mun including promotion of 
seaweed aquaculture in Ninh Thuan Province. The COVID-19 pandemic had impacted much on the 
large fishing vessels, as about 14% of vessels could not go fishing and up to 40% of local ports are 
closed due to the COVID-19 situation. There is an action plan for vaccination of 50% and testing 
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SARS-CoV 2 when fishers land at the ports. Moreover, fishing supply chain and enhancement of 
frozen facilities are being promoted at local ports. The recommendations raised by Viet Nam included 
the development of microfinance programs in the provinces as well as implementation of cold chain 
for SSF. Moreover, strengthening the capacity of fishers on co-management and community-based 
management, and enhancing their resilience to climate change should also be considered. The 
presentation appears as Annex 9. 
 

V. REVIEW OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF MICROFINANCE SERVICES FOR SMALL-
SCALE FISHERIES 
 

13. The Microfinance Services for SSF was presented by Dr. Prasun Kumar Das, Secretary-
General of the Asia-Pacific Rural and Agricultural Credit Association (APRACA). He mentioned about 
the need for the SSF to access microfinancing and the limitations to access microfinance and credit 
systems. Then he explained the definition of microfinance which could be in terms of money and non-
financial support. The proposal of establishing microfinance in the fishing communities should be part 
of fishers’ empowerment to secure their livelihoods. New approaches and innovations of microfinance 
to small-scale fisheries were then introduced in his presentation. Moreover, APRACA and FAO 
established the global network of microfinance in small-scale fisheries, where there is a national 
platform in the Philippines and a regional platform in the Asia-Pacific region. In some countries, 
APRACA collaborates with local banks such as the Agro Bank in Malaysia. APRACA continues to 
work on microfinance and promote insurance schemes for SSF. His presentation appears as Annex 10. 
 
14. The representative from BAAC Mr. Sutee Wisitwarakorn, presented the financial aspects to 
SSF businesses in Thailand. The BAAC provides loan for coastal and deep-sea fishery for about USD 
84 million, which comes in the form of direct or indirect loans for SSF. Each fisher can loan money 
from BAAC by using boat for guarantee or collateral. Moreover, the BAAC also provides loan to 
organizations and cooperatives’ village funds. The BAAC has a project for providing loans to SSF 
which targets 22 coastal provinces. The conditions for availing for loans such as the fishing boat must 
not be larger than 60 GT and registered as Thai fishing boat, and the fishers do not have non-performing 
loan (NPL) with BAAC or other banks. The project covers the period 2020-2027 and offers an interest 
rate of 7% per year (4% from borrower, and 3% is supported by the government). The presentation 
appears as Annex 11. 
 
15. The representative from the Department of Cooperative, Faculty of Economics of Kasetsart 
University, Dr. Tidarat Kumkit presented the fisheries cooperative system in Thailand. She also 
presented the definition of microfinance, benefits, and the three types of microfinances such as: 1) 
Regulated, 2) Cooperatives, and 3) Unregulated such as NGOs, non-bank financial intermediaries. She 
focused on the fisheries cooperative, and that there are 66 fishery cooperatives (11,000 members) in 
Thailand. She also introduced the Mae Klong Fishery Cooperative which is a large market for selling 
and distribution the aquatic animals. The presentation appears as Annex 12. 
 
16. During the discussion, the problem was raised about fishers not being able to pay back their 
loans to the cooperative during the Covid-19 situation. The resource person points out that the 
cooperative is looking for the possibility of decreasing the interest rate of the loans. Furthermore, the 
representative from the Philippines shared the idea that training on financial literacy and management 
in the fishers’ households is very important as this would allow the fishers to learn more on how to 
manage their financial situation through their efforts to maintain personal savings.  
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VI. PRACTICAL LESSONS FOR IMPROVING LIVELIHOOD AND WELL-BEING OF 
SMALL-SCALE FISHERS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SSF GUIDELINES 
 

17. The resource person from the Fisheries Administration of Cambodia, Dr. Lieng Sopha, 
presented the results of a case study on supporting the livelihood and well-being of small-scale fishers 
in Cambodia. Two community fisheries (CFi), namely: Peam Popech and Phlong CFi were selected to 
be pilot sites to carry out the data collection by interviewing community members in 2016 to understand 
the characteristics and situation of CFis before providing support and interventions. The survey 
considered the two periods - the dry and wet seasons. Then, several activities have been conducted in 
the CFis such as alternative livelihood programs, developing annual action plans, savings groups and 
revolving funds. However, the establishment of community fisheries could provide the opportunity for 
fishers to work together in supporting their livelihood as well as managing the fisheries resources by 
themselves. His presentation appears as Annex 13. 
 

VII. RECOMMENDATIONS AND WAY FORWARD 
 

18. After sharing their ideas, the participants recommended the key issues and way forwards for 
supporting and improving the livelihood and well-being of SSF. The key issues were divided into 10 
items, namely: 1) social development, employment, and decent work; 2) governance; 3) gender 
equality; 4) post-harvest, value chain and marketing; 5) microfinance; 6) sustainable resource 
management; 7) policy coherence, institutional coordination, and collaboration; 8) information research 
and communication; 9) capacity development; and 10) alternative livelihood, as following: 
 
Key issues for supporting and improving the livelihood and well-being of small-scale fishers 
 
1) Social development, employment, and decent work  

 Enhance responsible/sustainable investment in social infrastructures in coastal and inland 
areas  
 

2) Governance 
 Government in collaboration with related national and international organizations, to 

arrange resilient supportive mechanisms for small-scale fishers and aquaculture farmers   
 Develop and promote the necessary support (includes funding/microfinancing) of 

Government, NGO, INGO, academia, related organizations (fisheries cooperatives, 
federations, and associations) and the private sector, to small-scale fishers and small-scale 
aquaculture farmers 

 Develop Small-scale Fisheries and Aquaculture Management Plan (SFAMP) 
 Develop Fishermen’s Development Plan (FDP) 
 Promote community-based management/co-management by means of the Ecosystem 

Approach to Fisheries Management (EAFM) 
 Decentralize the support for local communities 

 
3) Gender equality 

 Empower women and stimulate the improvement of their roles in business activities relating 
to small-scale fisheries (SSF) and small-scale aquaculture (SSA) 

 
4) Post-harvest, value chain and marketing 

 Promote business development and product diversification (e.g., development of value-
added products) 

 Develop business matching with restaurant owners, supermarkets, etc. 
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 Promote online platform for fishers to sell their catch effectively/efficiently  
 Establish a direct link between small-scale fishers and the retailers 

o Fisheries shop 
o Seafood festival to bring the consumers directly to SSF 
o Sustainable products from SSF to the market including consumers’ education 

 Initiate a pilot program to establish fishing cooperatives and community-based Small-Scale 
Fisheries Product Producers (Fishers, Aqua-farmers, and processors) for promoting and 
improving market accessibility 

 Revitalize/promote/improve traditional processing practices and diversification 
 Improve inspection systems (community-based M&E, etc.) for catch quality and safety at 

the landing sites and products quality at processing plants  
o Fishing/fishers cooperatives, community fishers’ associations, and fishing guilds 
o Seek possibilities of introducing SSF products to the international market 
o Market certification for SSF products 
o Centralized landing for SSF 

 Develop good cold chain system for SSF in the supply chain  
 Develop community fish landings  

 
5) Microfinance  

 Provide microfinance programs suitable for SSF including SSA 
 Facilitate and improve access to financial services 
 Update information on financial services and opportunities in SSF and SSA 
 Develop a national/regional network on financial services in SSF and SSA 
 Develop/enhance the functions and diversification of rural financial services 

 
6) Sustainable resource management 

 Enhance resources enrichment programs 
 Enhance sustainable utilization of existing resources  
 Monitor and conduct surveillance of the resources from over exploitation 
 Introduce, implement, and empower communities to support closed seasons in overfished 

areas at the coastal and inland environments  
 Establish artificial fishing grounds in coastal waters for tourism and entertainment purposes 
 Promote small-scale aquaculture (SSA) and environment-friendly aquaculture 
 Promote Good Aquaculture Practice (GAqP) and provide pilot programs to establish small-

scale aquaculture farmers’ association or cooperatives to facilitate sustainable fisheries and 
introduce affordable technology demonstrations, financing, and technical support 
 

7) Policy coherence, institutional coordination, and collaboration 
 Develop policies to integrate fisheries, agriculture (rice-fish system) and irrigation services 

(to ensure efficient and effective sharing of water for aquaculture and fisheries in dams and 
reservoirs) 

 Study fisheries policies and institutional arrangements of successful fisheries nations 
 Establish vocational institutions for the promotion of fisheries and aquaculture technologies 
 Increase stakeholders’ involvement in project activities to ensure the sustainability of the 

programs/activities 
 

8) Information research and communication 
 Implement and improve access to information at all levels by using ICT tools 
 Improve fisheries statistics compilation and database systems for developing fisheries value 

chain and further conduct of development research  
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 Conduct outreach programs for coastal fishing communities (in inland fisheries as well) to 
understand the disadvantages of destructive fishing practices, and the need to maintain 
healthy inland waters and marine ecosystems, etc. 
 

9) Capacity Development 
 Conduct different skills training and capacity building courses (including financial 

literacy/self-financial literacy training) 
 Strengthen the capacity of local communities in co-management and resilience to climate 

change 
 Enhance knowledge and capacities of relevant stakeholders on the EAF concept 
 Provide scholarship opportunities (quota) for students from fishing communities to enroll in 

universities that specialize in fisheries 
 Develop specific curricula for primary/secondary schools on coastal and inland fisheries 

depending on the characteristics of communities 
 Develop training and livelihood programs 
 Improve institutional capacities on R&D (research and development), database system, 

evidence-based research for fisheries policies, etc. 
 

10) Alternative livelihood 
 Promote small-scale aquaculture  
 Diversify small-scale aquaculture by utilizing short-term harvestable small indigenous 

species (SIS) and other species resilient to climate change 
 Enhance seaweed aquaculture 
 Promote processed products (fishery and non-fishery products) 
 Promote/develop value added fisheries products  
 Promote rice-fish culture system (integrated fish farming) in potential areas 

 

VIII. CLOSING OF THE WORKSHOP 
 

19. The Deputy Secretary General of SEAFDEC, Mr. Koichi Honda thanked the participants, 
resource persons from FAO/APRACA, Kasetsart University, BAAC, and FiA Cambodia, and the team 
for the successful conduct of this workshop. He expressed the hope that the participants should have 
better understanding on the effective practices that could contribute to improved livelihood and 
resilience of small-scale fishers in the fishing communities, as well as on options for livelihood 
diversification and development of microfinance services for the fishers. His Closing Remarks appears 
as Annex 14.  
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PROVISIONAL PROSPECTUS 

Regional Workshop on Effective Practice for Supporting the Livelihood and Well-being 

of Small-scale Fishers in Southeast Asia 

SEAFDEC/TD, Zoom Platform 

27-28 October 2021 

************************* 

I. Introduction 

The United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 14 “Life below Water” clearly stated the 

importance of small-scale fisheries (SSF) as a vital source of livelihoods for millions of people 

particularly in developing countries, and in providing food and nutrition for billions. While large 

industrial fishing fleets have been the main target for fisheries management efforts and political 

interests, it is important that the policies are refocused to also address the needs and challenges faced 

by the SSF. The FAO’s Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the 

Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication (SSF Guidelines) adopted by the FAO member 

countries in 2014 represent a global consensus on the principles and guidance to ensure that small-scale 

fisheries are governed and developed toward the sustainability for the benefit of small-scale fishers, fish 

workers, as well as their community/society in the broader context. The SSF Guidelines also advocate 

the need for good collaboration among government agencies, small-scale fishery organizations, fishing 

communities, and other stakeholders. It is therefore a big challenge for SEAFDEC to support countries 

in the Southeast Asian region in the implementation of the SSF Guidelines as well as relevant actions 

specified in the SDGs.   

The SSF provides fish catch for direct human consumption in local communities, while also generating 

incomes to support local and national economies. Although many small-scale fishing communities 

contribute to food security and nutrition, poverty eradication, equitable development, and sustainable 

resources utilization; they have been facing several challenges and constraints, including those brought 

about by the COVID-19 situation, requiring them to adapt and become resilient to such situation and 

impacts. Toward this, SEAFDEC Training Department (TD) with support from the Japanese Trust Fund 

(JTF) is planning to organize the “Regional Workshop on Effective Practice for Supporting the 

Livelihood and Well-being of Small-scale Fishers in Southeast Asia” to share the practices and lessons 

learned from its activities on improving and diversification of the SSF livelihoods, as well as their 

adaptation to the COVID-19 impacts. In addition, approaches for the SSF to access microfinance 

services would also be addressed during the Workshop in order to strengthen the knowledge and provide 

information to participants to enable them to develop appropriate financial schemes in their respective 

country. It is envisaged that promotion of these practices among the SEAFDEC Member Countries 

would contribute to improved livelihoods of small-scale fishers and their communities in the Southeast 

Asian region in the future. 

II. Objectives

The Workshop has objectives as follow: 

1) To enable the participants to understand options for effective practices in supporting and improving

livelihood of the SSF

2) To review approaches to facilitate microfinance services for small-scale fishers

3) To provide recommendations for supporting the livelihood and well-being of small-scale fishers
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III. Expected Outputs

From this Workshop, the participants are expected to obtain awareness and better understanding on 

effective practices that could contribute to improved livelihood and resilience of small-scale fishers in 

the fishing communities, as well as on options for livelihood diversification and development of 

microfinance services for the fishers. 

IV. Date and Platform

With travel restrictions due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Workshop would be conducted virtually 

via Zoom on 27-28 October 2021 from 08:30 to 12:00 (UTC+7). The Zoom link will be prepared and 

informed to the participants later on. 

V. Expected Participants 

The expected participants of the Workshop are: 

1) Representatives from the SEAFDEC Member Countries (2 persons from each country), who are

fisheries officers responsible for small-scale fisheries development and have experience on

livelihood support program(s) for fishing communities;

2) Experts from various institutions/academes (e.g. APRACA, BAAC, Kasetsart University), who

have experience and are involved in microfinance schemes;

3) Resource person(s) that could provide technical support to its member countries in the

implementation of the SSF Guidelines; and

4) Officers from the SEAFDEC Secretariat and TD.

VI. Tentative Agenda and Timetable

Day 1: Wednesday 27 October 2021 

08:30–09:00 Signing-in to the Meeting (Zoom platform) 

09:00–09:15 Agenda 1. Opening Session 

1.1 Opening of the Workshop 

(Opening Remarks by the SEAFDEC Secretary-General) 

1.2 Introduction of the Participants 

1.3 Virtual Group Photograph 

09:15–09:30 Agenda 2. Introduction of the Workshop and Adoption of the Agenda 

2.1 Introduction of the Workshop 

(Introduction on background, objectives, and arrangements of the meeting) 

2.2 Adoption of the Agenda 

09:30–10:30 Agenda 3. Review on Effective Practices for Supporting and Improving 

Livelihood in Small-scale Fisheries and Adaptation to COVID-19 Situation 

(Country presentation on success cases, 15 minutes each) 

- Brunei Darussalam 

- Malaysia  

- Myanmar 

10:30–10:45 Refreshment break 

10:45–12:00 Agenda 3. Review on Effective Practice for Supporting and Improving 

Livelihood in Small-scale Fisheries and Adaptation to COVID-19 Situation 

(Cont’d) 

- Philippines 
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- Thailand  

- Viet Nam 

Day 2: Thursday 28 October 2021 

08:30–09:00 Signing-in to the Meeting (Zoom platform) 

09:00–09:45 Agenda 4. Review of the Development of Microfinance Services for Small-scale 

Fisheries: 

(Organization’s presentation on approaches to facilitate microfinance services for 

small-scale fishers)

- APRACA 

- BAAC 

- Kasetsart University 

09:45–10:15 Agenda 5. Practical Lessons for Improving Livelihood and Well-being of Small-

scale Fishers in the Implementation of SSF Guidelines 

- Fisheries Administration, Cambodia 

10:15–10:30 Refreshment break 

10:30–11:30 Agenda 6. Recommendations and Way Forward 

(Plenary discussions to identify key factors and recommendations for supporting and 

improving the livelihood and well-being of small-scale fishers) 

11:30–12:00 Agenda 7. Closing of the Workshop 

(Closing Remarks by the SEAFDEC Deputy Secretary-General)

Note: For Agenda 3, participants from the SEAFDEC Member Countries are requested to prepare their 

respective country’s presentation on “Success Case(s) of Effective Practice for Supporting and 

Improving Livelihood in Small-Scale Fisheries and Adaptation to COVID-19 Situation” (15 minutes 

each). The outline of the presentation is as follows:

• Overview

• Lessons learned from success case(s), and key factors contributing to the success (including

example(s) of microfinance services and activities, if possible/available)

• Adaptation of SSF to the COVID-19 situation

• Challenges and constraints

• Recommendations and way forward

VII. Contact Person of the Workshop

Ms. Thanyalak Suasi  email: thanyalak@seafdec.org 

Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center / Training Department 

P.O. 97 Suksawat Road, Prasumutchedi 

Samut Prakan 10290, Thailand  

Tel. (662) 4256100

mailto:thanyalak@seafdec.org
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List of participants 

Regional Workshop on Effective Practice for Supporting the Livelihood and Well-being 

of Small-scale Fishers in Southeast Asia 

27-28 October 2021 

No. Name Position Email 

SEAFDEC Member Countries 

Brunei Darussalam 

1 
Ms. Desimawati Haji 

Metali 
Senior Fisheries Officer desimawati.metali@fisheries.gov.bn 

2 Ms. Norafidah Sawal Senior Fisheries Assistant norafidah.sawal@fisheries.gov.bn 

Indonesia 

3 Mr. Alza Rendien Analyst for Regional Cooperation nc.indonesia@gmail.com 

4 Mr. Diky S. 

5 Ms. Aulia Khatami 

Malaysia 

6 
Mr. Anuar bin Deraman 

Senior Fisheries Officer, 

Extension and Technology 

Transfer Division 

anuarderaman@dof.gov.my 

7 
Mr. Muhammad Zahir bin 

Zakaria 

Senior Fisheries Officer, 

Extension and Technology 

Transfer Division 

zahir@dof.gov.my 

Myanmar 

8 Dr. Nilar Shein 
Deputy Director of Department of 

Fisheries 
sheinstar@gmail.com 

9 Mr. Kyaw Moe Aung 
Assistant Director of Department 

of Fisheries 
kyawma@gmail.com 

Philippines 

10 Mr. Joeren Yleana 

Supervising Aquaculturist 

Capture Fisheries Division, 

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic 

Resources 

joerenyleana@yahoo.com 

11 Mr. John Edgar Cadag 

Aquaculturist II, Coastal 

Resource Management Division, 

Fisheries Resource Management 

Division 

johnedgarcadag20@gmail.com 

12 Mr. Boop Benjack Dacup 

Aquaculturist I, Focal Person, UN 

FAO Project in BFAR Region 10, 

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic 

Resources 

bopp478@gmail.com 

mailto:desimawati.metali@fisheries.gov.bn
mailto:norafidah.sawal@fisheries.gov.bn
mailto:anuarderaman@dof.gov.my
mailto:zahir@dof.gov.my
mailto:johnedgarcadag20@gmail.com
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No. Name Position Email 

Thailand 

13 
Mr. Deeka 

Ratanachamnong 

Fishery Biologist, Professional 

level 

Inland Fisheries Research and 

Development Division 

Department of Fisheries Thailand 

deekadarkie@hotmail.com

14 
Ms. Thanapon 

Charoenlarp 

Fishery Biologist, Professional 

Level 

Department of Fisheries Thailand 

nthachaian@gmail.com 

Viet Nam 

15 
Mr. Vu Duyen Hai Deputy Director of Capture 

Fisheries Dept 
vuduyenhai10@gmail.com 

16 Mr. Nguyen Tien Thang officer of Capture Fisheries Dept thangcomeon@gmail.com 

Resource Person 

Asia-Pacific Rural and Agricultural Credit Association (APRACA) 

17 Dr. Prasun Kumar Das Secretary General of APRACA prasun@apraca.org 

Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC) 

18 Mr. Chup Kongmon Executive Vice President chabkongmon@gmail.com 

19 Mr. Keerati Jirawatjanya 
Credit Work Analyst of the 

Personal Credit Department 
jane.keerati@gmail.com 

20 Mr. Sutee Wisitwarakorn 
Assistant Director of Risk 

Management 

Kasetsart University (KU) 

21 Dr. Tidarat Kumkit Faculty of Economics fecotrk@nontri.ku.ac.th 

Fisheries Administration (FiA), Cambodia 

22 Dr. Lieng Sopha 
Director Department of 

Community Fisheries 

Development 

liengsopha@gmail.com 

SEAFDEC/Secretariat 

23 Mr. Koichi Honda 
Deputy Secretary-General, and 

Japanese Trust Fund Project 

Manager 

dsg@seafdec.org 

24 Mr. Masanami Izumi Special Advisor izumu@seafdec.org 

25 Dr. Worawit Wanchana Policy and Program Coordinator worawit@seafdec.org 

26 
Ms. Pattaratjit 

Kaewnuratchadasorn 
Senior Policy Officer pattaratjit@seafdec.org 

27 Ms. Sawitree Chamsai Policy Officer sawitree@seafdec.org 

28 Mr. Witsarut Choseng Program Officer witsarut@seafdec.org 

mailto:vuduyenhai10@gmail.com
mailto:prasun@apraca.org
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
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No. Name Position Email 

SEAFDEC/Training Department 

29 Ms. Panitnard Weerawat Senior Instructor/Researcher panitnard@seafdec.org 

30 Ms. Thanyalak Suasi 
Fisheries Management Section 

Head 
thanyalak@seafdec.org 

31 Ms. Jariya Sornkliang Fisheries Management Scientist jariya@seafdec.org 

32 Ms. Rattana Tiaye Fisheries Management Scientist rattana@seafdec.org 

33 Mr. Krit Phusirimongkol Training and Extension Officer krit@seafdec.org 

34 Ms. Kanokwan Thobphuk Training and Extension Officer kanokwan@seafdec.org 

35 Mr. Isara Chanrachkij 
Project Planning and 

Management Division Head 
isara@seafdec.org 

36 
Dr. Taweekiet 

Amornpiyakrit 

Special Departmental 

Coordinator 
taweekiet@seafdec.org 

37 Mr. Weerasak Yingyuad 
Fisheries Officer/Technical 

Coordinator of Fisheries Refugia 

Project 

weerasak@seafdec.org 

38 Ms. Suwanee Sayan Senior Program Officer a.i. suwanee@seafdec.org 

39 
Mr. Sukchai 

Arnupapboon 

Researcher and Development 

Division Head, Acting 
sukchai@seafdec.org 

40 Ms. Siriporn Pangsorn 
Fishing Ground Information 

Scientist 
siriporn@seafdec.org 

41 Ms. Woraluk Meesomwat Fisheries Database Developer woraluk@seafdec.org 

42 Mr. Rakkiet Punsri Fishery Oceanographer rakkiet@seafdec.org 

43 Ms. Pontipa Luadnakrob Fishery Oceanographer tipa@seafdec.org 

44 
Dr. Supapong 

Pattarapongpan 
Fishery Oceanographer supapong@seafdec.org 

45 Dr. Nopporn Manajit Senior Researcher nopporn@seafdec.org 

46 Mr. Nakaret Yasook Fishing Gear Technologist nakaret@seafdec.org 

47 Mr. Santiphong Putsa Fishing Gear Technologist santiphong@seafdec.org 

48 
Ms. Budsayaphon 

Thongprang  
(Intern student) 

mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
mailto:liengsopha@gmail.com
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OPENING REMARKS 

By Mr.Koichi Honda 

SEAFDEC Deputy Secretary-General 

Regional Workshop on Effective Practice for Supporting the Livelihood and Well-being 

of Small-scale Fishers in Southeast Asia 

27-28 October 2021 

Distinguished Delegates from the Asia-Pacific Agriculture and Rural Credit Association (APRACA), 

Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperative (BAAC),  

Kasetsart University,  

Resource person from Fisheries Administration of Cambodia  

The Representative from ASEAN Member States (AMSs) 

My Colleagues from SEAFDEC 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Good Morning! 

It is a great pleasure for me to deliver this opening remark in this valuable event and welcome all of 

you to the Regional Workshop on Effective Practice for Supporting the Livelihood and Well-being 

of Small-scale Fishers in Southeast Asia, which is organized by the SEAFDEC Training Department, 

the workshop will be held from today until 28 October 2021. 

As we know the importance of small-scale fisheries that provides fish catch for direct human 

consumption in local communities, while also generating incomes to support local and national 

economies. The FAO’s Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the 

Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication (SSF Guidelines) were endorsed by COFI in 2014, 

represent a global consensus on the principles and guidance to ensure that small-scale fisheries are 

governed and developed toward the sustainability for the benefit of small-scale fishers, fish workers, as 

well as their community/society in the broader context.  

The SSF Guidelines also advocate the need for good collaboration among government agencies, small-

scale fishery organizations, fishing communities, and other stakeholders. SEAFDEC has supported 

members countries in the Southeast Asian region in the implementation of the SSF Guidelines to 

improve the small-scale fisher’s livelihood. 

This workshop aims to share the practices and lessons learned from its activities on improving and 

diversification of the small-scale fisheries livelihoods, as well as the approaches to access financial 

services for the small-scale fisheries would also be addressed during the Workshop. It is envisaged that 

promotion of these practices among the SEAFDEC Member Countries would contribute to improved 

livelihoods of small-scale fishers and their communities in the Southeast Asian region in the future. 

Last but not least, I would like to take this opportunity thank the Member countries, Regional 

Organization and Academic institute and everyone for your sincere efforts that will contribute to this 

workshop success. 

With that ladies and gentleman, I am pleased to declare this Regional Workshop on Effective Practice 

for Supporting the Livelihood and Well-being of Small-scale Fishers in Southeast Asia open.  

Thank you very much, have a good day and stay safe from COVID 19 pandemic! 
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Country Presentation
Brunei Darussalam 
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Country Presentation
Malaysia 



Annex 5

18



Annex 5

19



Annex 6

20

Country Presentation
Myanmar 
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Country Presentation
Philippines 
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Country Presentation
Thailand 
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Country Presentation
Viet Nam 
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The Microfinance Services for Small-scale Fishers

by APRACA
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Financial products to small-scale fishery businesses in Thailand 

by BAAC
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The fisheries cooperative system in Thailand 

by Kasetsart University
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Practical lessons for improving livelihood and well-being of small-scale fishers in the 
implementation of SSF Guidelines 

by FiA, Cambodia
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CLOSING REMARKS 

By Mr. Koichi Honda 

SEAFDEC Deputy Secretary-General 

Regional Workshop on Effective Practice for Supporting the Livelihood and Well-being 

of Small-scale Fishers in Southeast Asia 

27-28 October 2021 

Distinguished Delegates from the Asia-Pacific Agriculture and Rural Credit Association (APRACA), 

Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperative (BAAC),  

Kasetsart University,  

Resource person from Fisheries Administration of Cambodia  

The Representative from ASEAN Member States (AMSs) 

My Colleagues from SEAFDEC 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Good Morning! 

On behalf of Secretary General, SEAFDEC, I would like to extend my sincere gratitude and 

appreciation to all the participants for your active participation and cooperation during the workshop. 

Your efforts have indeed led to the success of this workshop, and I would also wish to thank Resource 

person from FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, the Asia-Pacific Agriculture and Rural 

Credit Association (APRACA), Kasetsart University and Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural 

Cooperative (BAAC) for deliver knowledge and experience for all participants and thanks to the 

organizer who have worked hard for the smooth arrangements of this online workshop. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, during two-days of the workshop, I do hope that all of you have better 

understanding on effective practices that could contribute to improved livelihood and resilience of 

small-scale fishers in the fishing communities, as well as on options for livelihood diversification and 

development of microfinance services for the fishers. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is my role now to declare this Regional Workshop on Effective Practice for 

Supporting the Livelihood and Well-being of Small-scale Fishers in Southeast Asia closed.  

I wish you all safe from COVID-19 and looking forward to seeing you again in near future. 

Thank you. 
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