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ABSTRACT

The blue swimming crab (Portunus pelagicus) fisheries. in Pakklong Sub-district, Pathew
District, Chumphon Province between January 2002- December 2003 were caught mainly by crab gill
net and crab trap. There are 2 types of fishing boat using for the crab gill net that are the long-tail
fishing boat and small size fishing boats with inboard engines (lengths over all 6 -12 meters). Similarly
the long-tail fishing boats (lengths of between 6 - 12 meters) are also operated using crab gill net. The
crab gill net fishing grounds were along the shore line at water depths of 10-30 meters (around Ko Rang,
Ko Khai, Ko Ran Ped and Ko Ran Kai). The crab trap fishing grounds are in the shallow waters along the
shore line at depth of 2-5 meters (around Ko Tiap, Ko Phra and Ko Eiang). The fishing season of the blue
swimming crabwas all year round, except during northeast monsoon from November to January, Target
species of the catches that comprised more than 75 % are blue swimming crabs from both crab gill net
and crab trap . The average income from crab gill nets are 94 baht per trip In 2002 and 187 baht pertrip
in 2003, while the average income from crab traps are 312 baht per trip in 2002 and 308 baht per trip
in2003.

Key words: Crab fisheries, crab gill net, crab trap, Pathew District
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Figure 1 Maturity stage of blug swimming crab (A =male, B=femalg)
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Figure 3 Crab trap and operation method of crab trap [ Depariment of Fisheries , 1997 .)
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Table 3 Size of crabs from crab gill nels and crab traps. in Pakklong Sub-district
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Figure 5 Size distribution of crabs from crab gill nets and crab traps in Pakklong Sub-district
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Table 4 Percentage of malured crabs from crab traps in Pakklong Sub-distnct, 2003
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Figure 6 Percenlage of maturty stage ol female blue swimming crabs from crab traps in Pakklong
Sub-district, 2003
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