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Eretmochelys imbricata
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Description:

Narrow head and have 2 pairs of prefrontal scales
with hawk-like beak.
- Bony carapace without ridges, elliptical shaped and has large,
over-lapping scutes with 4 lateral scutes.

- Color orange, brown or yellow with pale blotches on scutes.
- Flippers have 2 claws.
- Size 75-95 cm.
- Weight 40-60 kg.

Description:

Small and blunt head and have a single pair
of prefrontal scales.
- Bony carapace without ridges, and has large,
over-lapping scutes with 4 lateral scutes.

- Color varies from pale to very dark green.
- Body is nearly oval.
- Flippers have 1 claw.
- Size 90-125 cm.
- Weight 136-180 kg.
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Chelonia mydas
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Description:

The leatherback is the only sea turtle that lacks a hard shell.
- Carapace large elongated and flexible with 5 distinct ridge, no scutes.
- All flippers are without claws.
- Color dark gray or black with white or pale spots.
- Size 120-180 cm.
- Weight up to 250-700 kg.

Dermochelys coriacea
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Lepidochelys olivacea

Carapace olive green colored with smallhead.
- Bony carapace without ridges, and has 6 or more lateral scutes,
nearly circular and smooth

- Flippers have 1 or 2 claws.
- Juvenile color charcoal gray, adult color dark gray-green.
- Size 62-70 cm.
- Weight 35-45 kg.

Description:

The Biology of Sea Turtles
Generalised life cycle of the Sea Turtle
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Adult females return
to foraging areas

Nesting

Eggs - 8-10 weeks
incubation

Adult male returns
to foraging area

Hatchlings

Open ocean
surface foraging

Adults migrate
to mating areas

Mating areas
shallow waters

Developmental
migration

30-50 years

Coastal shallow water
benthic foraging

immature and adult turtles

Lost years
5-20 years

Breeding migration
at 2-8 years
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Head is very large with heavy strong jaws.
-Bony carapace without ridges, heart shaped and has large,
non-overlapping, rough scutes with 5 lateral scutes.
-Flippers have 2 or 3 claws.
-Color reddish-brown with yellowish-brown plastron
-Size 73-107 cm.
-Weight 150-200 kg.

Description:

Caretta caretta
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