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What is SEAFDEC?

SEAFDEC is an autonomous intergovernmental body established as a regional treaty organization in 1967 to promote fisl;eri.es development in Southeast Asia.

Objectives
SEAFDEC aims spexcifically to develop fishery potentials in the region through training, research and information services in order to improve food supply through rational
y
utilization of fishery resources in the region. '

Functions

To achieve its objectives, the center has the following functions: ‘
1) To offer training courses, and to organize hﬁs ech i W\g extension methodology, post-harvest technology, and aquaculture;
2) To conduct research and development in f.lg gear techno i smst technology, and aquaculture, to examine problems related to the handling
of fish at sea and quality control, and to
To armange for transfer of technolo
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Once upon a time, there was a mother sea turtle
and her son named Tanu. They lived a happy and peaceful
life in the waters close to an island in the Andaman







One day while Tanu was happily playing around his mother; they spotted

an old sea turtle with a sad look upon his face.~Tanu"s mother asked the
old Sea Turtle “why do you look so lonely and sad today?” ,

The old turtle replied “I am feeling so sad because this morning while my
son and his wife were swimming they were taken away by a big, black, long
object that moved ver fast in the water. I followed them and tried my
hardest to save them but I could not because they were trapped inside the
object. I could hear sounds coming from the boat close to the object that
sounded like Fishermen talking, they said during this trawling trip we
have caught two sea turtles and they both seem to be dead. This is not
good because the weight of these turtles in the net can cause damage to our
fish and shrimp catch.”

The old sea turtle cnntlnued.to speak with tears in his eyes the fishermen
did not release my son and his wife' s body back to the sea but placed them on
their boat deck and brought them to their village. Tanu’ s mother felt very sad
upon hearing this story, her own husband was also killed by such an object, whig¢h
she found out was called a trawl net.
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The sun was beginning to set, indicating that evening soon
——approached. During this time Tanu and his mother were searching for
food in the sea grass bed and enjoying eating the food they caught when
suddenly both of them were startled by the sound of chains that were
being released from a fishing boat over top of the sea grass bed.

These large chains disturbed the sediment and caused a big cloud of
sand to form around the area were Tanu and his mother were eating, Tanu
could also see that there was a wide area of the sea floor that was
damaged from the chains.
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Tanu move away!!!







Tanu tried to look for his mother but because of the thick cloud of
dust he could not see anything.
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Mom........Where are you....? ”







. When Tanu s mother was_ taken b},r the trawl net she had very little







Tren years have passed and Tanu has grown up to be a
mature sea turtle with a big, happy, family. He has

ten children that he cares for and watches over.







One day while his farﬁil}f was swimming and searching for food, he
heard the terrible sound of chains dropping to the sea floor. As soon
as Tanu heard this sound he knew what it was and that his family was in
danger.

1d swim away!!
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After the water cleared and the situation began to settle down,

Tanu felt very tired and worried about the fate of his family. He
began to search for his children and saw that many of them were safe.

He started to count his children, one, two, three... until nine.
to worry about where his last

looked and began to
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Tanu was shocked when he realized they were missing and
that they must have been taken by the trawl net just like his mother
had so long ago. He turned around and said to his remaining children

~ “You must hide in a safe place under a large rock while I go







VVhen Tanu’s wife and son were taken by the trawl net the water
current was too strong for them to swim against so they were pushed
further back into the net and became trapped. They held their fins

- to hlle the water continued to push them further and
» ' s wife _su::in:henlj.r saw the image of the many
ne fate and were killed in trawl nets.







Suddenl}r, their bodys hit hard against iron grid bars

and they tried to use all the energy and strength they
had to swim against the water current and get away
but it was too hard.
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Because of the water pushing them down and = = ”é‘ ‘W*?é“gz

the weight of their bodies they fell through an opening
which was an escape hole. Tanu’ s wife could not believe
what had happened and was scared.
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qut long after they began to travel back home
they met Tanu who was still searching for them. They
gave each other a big hug and felt so happy to be safe
and back together.
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Tanu’ s wife described her experience to

her husband and explained that the fishermen’ s boat
had a trawl net that was designed only to catch

fish and shrimp and to release large marine animals.

She sal.i she was so thankful to the fi sherma_r_l







Just as they were swimming away, the old sea turtle
swam up and said “Congratulations Tanu, your family has
survived and is safe.”

He then explained that the iron grid bars and the
opening escape hole which they went through is called a
Turtle Excluder Device or TED which is attached to the trawl
net in order toallow all sea turtles to escape from the net.
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franu, his wife and son, as well as
the old sea turtle agreed that this device
was and they wer ankful
to the - rmen for attaching it to their net
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Marine Turtles VS Thai Turtle. Free Device

T

Marine Turtle have coexisted with the earth for over 150 million vears. There are 6
of 7 of living marine turtles namely Leatherback, Green Turtle, Olive ridley,
Hawksbill, Loggerhead and Flatback are commonly found in AS Waters. All are
highly migratory often passing through territorial and international waters
from feeding to nesting groundsand back again. Currently marine turtle
conservation is an interesting issue in the world of natural
conservation. The problem in Marine turtle conservation is faced by
many countries, these can be seen from the continual decline in
the turtle population even after various conservation
efforts and approaches have been at tempted.
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The Biology of Sea Turtles

SEA TURTLE Generalised life cycle of the Sea Turtle
in Southeast Asia Coastal shallow water

benthic foraging Breeding migration
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Developmental Adult male returns Adults migrate

migration to foraging area ™ to mating areas
30-50 years i B foN

Adult females return

Open ocean to foraging areas

surface foraging Mating areas

shallow waters

Lost years
5-20 years ﬁ
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ﬁ%Hatchlings Nesting

Eggs - 8-10 weeks
incubation
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