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What is Training Department?

The Training Department of the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center (SEAFDEC/TD) Y, Q.
was created by the SEAFDEC Council during its Inaugural Meeting in 1968 in Bangkok, Thailand and T,

was formally established in 1970 with the objectives fo develop modern fishery fechnologies for the beffer use of 7"
marine fish resources and fo reduce manpower shortages in marine capture fisheries in Southeast Asia.

SEAFDEC/TD is located in Amphoe Phrasamutchedi in Samut Prakan Province, Thailand. The Government of Thailand,

according to the Agreement Establishing SEAFDEC, provides SEAFDEC/TD with office building and

dormitory fo accommodate staff and trainees as well as other equipments and contributed toward

the Department’s operation.
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One morning at a small fishing village.

A boy named “Por” who lost his father and mother,
lives with his grandmother who used to do fishing
in the past, but she cannot do it now
because of old age and pdins on her legs.

Boy “Por” is still too young to go fishing by himself.
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Every day, Por has to work at the village's
fishing port in exchange for small or trash
fishes which are piled together
in the port and are dlready beginning
to have unpleasant smell.
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But he tries every time to find
the best fishes 1o put in the old basket
for his grandmother to cook. While looking
at the fishes in his basket,
he feels pity because they are dying
while still very small.
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Sometimes, his kind neighbor
named “Dum” would drop by and give him
and his grandmother some fishes.
Dum always says “Fishes have decreased, and
the catch is becoming smaller furthermore,
the price is very cheap”. Por always says thank you
to him with great respect.
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Many times, Grandmother would ask Por
to bring chicken eggs for Dum. She would always say
“Don't take dll the eqgs, leave some for incubation”.
The boy follows her advice even though he
really does not understand why the eggs
must be left for the incubation.
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One morning, while Por was diligently working
at the village's fishing port, a man named “Chai” said
“Boy, you don't need to come here tomorrow
because everybody must o go to the village hall,
to attend the training on the use of
Juvenile and Trash Excluder Devices (JTEDs).
It you are inferested, you can come and observe”.
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Next day, Por hurriedly ran to the village hall.
When he arrived, he saw some villagers installing
a strange tool with the trawl net. The others were
listening o a man who was explaining something.
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The boy tried fo get closer, and learned that
the group of strangers was from
“the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center”
and that the tool was known as the
“Juvenile and Trash Excluder Device (JTED)”
which is used 1o release the small fishes
from the trawl net.
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In the afternoon after the installation of JTED
to a trawl net, the villagers helped
bring a fishing boat for sea-trial. Por concentrated
at the boat with imagination dbout the juveniles
releasing from the trawl net as the officer said.
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After rather a long period of time,
the fishing boat arrived at the
village's fishing port. Por hurriedly
ran to help the fishermen carry
the fish baskets from the boat
with much excitement.
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The fish baskets were carried to the village hall.
The officer explained that “The large fishes come from

the cod-end and the juveniles come from cover-net
that covers the cod-end during the sea-trial only”.
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The officer further explained that
“It we do not install a JTED, both the large fishes
and juveniles will be caught, and that
the juveniles are sold at very low price but
in the end losing the resources,
so this is very unhelpful”.
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Dum raised his hand and said “But we can sell
the trash fish at 3 Baht per kg”. The officer smiled
and made a comparison: “Suppose you have now 20 kg
of trash fish and sell at 3 Baht per kg,

you could get only 60 Baht. But if you release
the fishes to grow up in about 12-15 months,

the weight of the fish could increase up to 10 times.

So, you can get 200 kg. If you sell the fish at 30 Baht per kg,
you could get as much as 6,000 Baht. See it is
very different!”. Many villagers agreed with what the officer had said.
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After that, Chai said “Even if we do not catch but the others will catch”. This time,
the provincial fisheries officer whom Por offen sees at the fishing port, smiled and said
“Please leave this matter with us, we will try our best to promote the use of JTEDs
o the fishermen in other villages too. Let us together help in this
endeavor in order to have a great future of our children”.
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That evening, Por gladly told his grandmother. “JTEDs help the juveniles escape and remadin alive
to grow bigger in the future, so we will have the fishes for our consumption forever”,
sdid Por. This time, Por has clearly understood why his grandmother always asks him to leave
some eqggs behind. That's because the eqgs will hatch into chicks and when
they grow up, they will lay eggs for us to continuously consume. If we take all,
we will have no more eqgs for future consumption affer the chicken die.
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The sun is starting set, a few fishing boats
are going To the sea for fishing.
Small fishes are happily swimming beside a knoll.
Grandmother and Por feel happy
when they look at the sea in front of their house.
This sea is still playing the role as important source of
seafood, livelihood and hope for the fishermen forever.
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Juvenile and Trash Excluder Device (JTED)

Juvenile and Trash Excluder Device (JTED) is a device

that generally involves some form of separator panel or grid
and an escape panel to exclude juvenile

or unwanted animals to escape while maintain

the target catch in the trawl net.
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