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Unjam-unjam is an artificial reef developed by the Fisheries Development Authority Malaysia 
(LKIM) that combines a permanent structure (artificial reef) and semi-permanent structure (FAD) 
purposely on the seafloor to influence the physical, biological, or socio-economic processes related to 
the living marine resources in coastal waters. It is a practical and effective way to gather fish and 
breed in the short run, and to recover marine sources in the long term. 

Previously, old tires were commonly used but now the trend has switched to using concrete blocks 
and other materials such as steel, ceramics and rock incorporated in custom-designed artificial reefs. 

The main objectives of deploying this government – funded “unjam-unjam” scheme which the LKIM 
first adopted in 1983 are: 

1. To enhance the biological productivity and fisheries resources in the inshore waters (0-5 miles) 
through the creation of new fish habitats; 

2. To enhance the productivity of catching as compared to cost of operation, time consumption will 
be less for searching the fishing area; 

3. To rehabilitate and conserve fisheries resources adversely affected by trawling activities; 
4. To create a kind of “user right” for the artisanal fisherman over the fisheries resources around the 

“unjam-unjam”; 
5. To promote awareness and sense of responsibility among the fisherman to sound resource 

management and conservation practices; and  
6. To encourage the business activity of sport fishing and local tourism by the fishermen. 

UNJAM-UNJAM (LKIM’S ARTIFICIAL REEF) 

Apart from being functional as Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs), unjam-unjam also acts as 
sanctuaries for marine fishes, once marine growth has already flourished and new ecosystem is 
created. The materials chosen should resist rapid corrosion and should not introduce harmful 
substances into the marine environment. LKIM’s “unjam-unjam” scheme is socio-economically 
biased towards increased accessibility to the resources, catches and incomes of the artisanal 
fishermen. 

As of December 2007, a number of LKIM’s unjam-unjam were constructed and established at over 
500 locations all over the country’s coastal waters. About 65% unjam-unjam in Peninsular  Malaysia 
are located in the coastal w aters off  the east cost as the west coast has the disadvantage of being 
narrow and having unsuitable substrate such as the Straits of Malacca. 

TYPES OF UNJAM-UNJAM 
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