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Report of 

The Regional Technical Consultation on Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) and 

Information Sharing to Support the Elimination of IUU Fishing 

23–24 April 2025  

Nonthaburi, Thailand 

I. Introduction 

The Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center/Training Department (SEAFDEC/TD) has been 

implementing a critical project titled "Enhancement of Regional Cooperation and Human Resource 

Development to Eliminate IUU Fishing" This project is under the Japan Trust Fund (JTF). 

To assess the project's effectiveness and identify recommendations for future efforts, a workshop titled 

the "Regional Technical Consultation on Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) and Information 

Sharing to Support the Elimination of IUU Fishing" was held from 23 to 24 April 2025 in Nonthaburi, 

Thailand. The consultation aims to strengthen and share information on the RFVR Database system 

including with the discussion on the RFVR Database less than 24 meters which appropriate range of 

vessel length to reduce IUU fishing in the region to become a more effective tool for monitoring and 

regulating IUU fishing. The prospectus of the consultation is in Annex 1. 

Thirty-seven participants attended the consultation. There were 17 representatives from SEAFDEC 

Member Countries (Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, 

Philippines, Thailand, and Viet Nam), 3 SEAFDEC/SEC staffs, 4 SEAFDEC/TD staffs, 12 observers 

and 1 administrative. The list of participants is in Annex 2. 

II. Opening of the Consultation

Training and Research Supporting Division Head (TRSDH), Mr. Suthipong Thanasansakorn addressed 

the importance of the two-day consultation on the RFVR 24 meters database among ASEAN Member 

States (AMSs), which were committed to protecting marine resources, promoting sustainable fishing, 

and enhancing monitoring, control, and surveillance (MCS). His opening remarks appear in Annex 3.  

III. Introduction of the Consultation

The development of the Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) began in 2011 and 2012 with 

meetings that established the principle for compiling minimum data requirements for vessels 24 

meters and over. Subsequent workshops in 2014 and 2015 refined the system, agreeing on the 

inclusion of 28 Key Data Elements (KDEs). By 2017, it was mandated that fishing gear classification 

follow FAO international standards and that Member States update the RFVR database twice a year. 

Discussions in 2020 and 2021 focused on enhancing the database with new features, including 

dashboard summaries and self-updating capabilities for Member Countries, ensuring their 

understanding of the update process. Most recently, in 2024, there was a significant proposal, 

supported by the 56th SEAFDEC Council Meeting, to expand the RFVR database to include fishing 

vessels less than 24 meters in length and to specifically focus on carrier vessel operations within EEZ 

and high seas, aiming to further combat IUU fishing in Southeast Asia. 

Mr. Kongpathai Saraphaivanich, Training and Information Section Head outlined the consultation's 

objectives: to update the RFVR database for vessels 24 meters and over, and to discuss the appropriate 

length range for vessels under 24 meters to help in reducing IUU fishing. The expected outputs 

included an updated RFVR database for larger vessels, an agreed-upon range for smaller vessels, and 
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suggestions for developing the RFVR database to focus on carrier vessels less than 24 meters. His 

presentation appears in Annex 4. 

IV. Adoption of the Agenda and Arrangements of the Consultation  

The consultation adopted the agenda and arrangements of the consultation. 

 V. Introduction and Updating of the RFVR Database 24 Meters in Length and Over (RFVR-

24m) 

Ms. Namfon Imsamrarn, Information and Technology Officer presented a detailed overview of the 

Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) Database for vessels 24 meters and over, underscoring its 

vital role in the fight against IUU fishing and the promotion of regional fisheries compliance. She 

noted that SEAFDEC/TD has spearheaded this project since 2011 to develop countermeasures against 

IUU fishing within the ASEAN region. This initiative received formal endorsement during the 45 th 

SEAFDEC Council meeting in the Philippines in 2013, further strengthened by the 34th SOM-AMAF's 

support for establishing the RFVR system as a key regional mechanism to curtail IUU fishing in 

Southeast Asia. She elaborated on the fundamental reasons for SEAFDEC/TD's creation of the RFVR 

system, highlighting its function as a crucial management tool to combat IUU fishing across the 

ASEAN region. The system strengthens collaboration among ASEAN Member States (AMSs) through 

the standardized exchange of fishing vessel information, provides dependable and current data on 

vessels involved in international fishing, offers practical benefits for relevant authorities within AMSs 

to eradicate IUU fishing activities, and facilitates synchronized regional actions against IUU fishing. 

Ms. Namfon reviewed the developmental timeline of the RFVR Database System from 2015 to 2021, 

with a specific focus on the improved features of the 2021 version. She provided a comprehensive 

explanation of the current system's content and functionality, including the operational procedures for 

both country administrative users and public visitors accessing the system via its web interface. 

Furthermore, she offered updates on the year 2021 system version, including the data submission 

timelines for AMSs and the number of fishing vessels recorded by each AMSs in the RFVR System. 

She also addressed potential technical challenges users might encounter while using the RFVR 

System, particularly during the data uploading process to the RFVR 24-meter Database System. In her 

concluding presentation, she strongly urged AMSs to adopt SEAFDEC/TD's standardized Excel 

format for data submission and to align with FAO international standards for fishing vessel 

classification to minimize technical issues during information uploads to the RFVR. Her presentation 

appears in Annex 5. 

The representative from Indonesia informed the consultation that while they had uploaded information 

for a larger number of fishing vessels in 2020, they now categorize submissions into fishing vessels 

and carrier vessels, following instructions from a high-ranking authority within their department. The 

representative also requested that other AMSs share their experiences with uploading information, as 

Indonesia had encountered some technical difficulties when inputting data into the RFVR System. 

The representative from Thailand inquired with Viet Nam about their data, which was last updated in 

2021. Viet Nam explained that frequent changes in their focal points had caused delays in updates but 

assured the meeting that the data would be updated soon. 

The representative from Malaysia proposed that the consultation include a discussion on the optimal 

timing for data uploads. 

The representative from Cambodia asked for clarification on the difference in access rights to the 

system for country users versus public users. 
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In response, Mr. Kongpathai clarified that country users have access to detailed data within the RFVR 

System, whereas public users are limited to viewing the total number of fishing vessels and general 

summary information. 

VI. Summary of Questionnaire on the Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) by AMSs 

During this agenda, Mr. Beverly S. San Juan, Senior Aquaculturist from the Bureau of Fisheries and 

Aquatic Resources of the Philippines, and Mr. Vu Van Tam, Staff Officer from the Department of 

Fisheries of Viet Nam, presented their respective countries' questionnaire results. 

The Philippines' presentation highlighted their definitions of municipal and commercial fisheries, 

primarily categorized by gross tonnage. They also shared information about their national regulation 

for the Vessel Monitoring System (VMS). While the RFVR system has not yet been broadly promoted 

to other agencies within the Philippines, the country has historically been able to detect foreign fishing 

vessels, particularly those from Taiwan. 

Viet Nam reported utilizing three distinct fishing zones for both small-scale and commercial fishing 

vessels. Currently, Viet Nam has 2,456 fishing vessels measuring 24 meters or more in length. During 

the discussion, Viet Nam's spokesperson emphasized the requirement for fishing vessels 50 meters and 

above to register with the VMS. He further clarified that their vessel types are categorized into fishing 

vessels and logistic (carrier) fishing vessels. Similar to the Philippines, Viet Nam has not yet promoted 

the RFVR system to other agencies, as their representatives are not authorized to share the system at 

this time. To facilitate data updates, SEAFDEC has proposed an official letter from Viet  Nam's focal 

point. 

Following presentations from the Philippines and Viet Nam, Mr. Krit Phusirimogkol, Training and 

Extension Officer summarized questionnaire results from Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, 

Malaysia, Myanmar, and Thailand, specifically detailing their respective fishing zones. This revealed 

a diverse set of approaches across the region: while Brunei Darussalam and Indonesia primarily define 

zones by distance from shore (with Indonesia also including "High Seas"), Cambodia differentiates 

between inshore and offshore areas extending to its EEZ. Malaysia employs a unique system that 

combines operational area with vessel gross tonnage, while Myanmar delineates two main zones with 

varying coastal limits. Finally, Thailand separates small-scale and commercial fishing operations 

based on their distance from the shoreline, collectively showcasing the varied fisheries management 

strategies in Southeast Asia. 

Moreover, to define small-scale and commercial fisheries using a variety of criteria, often 

encompassing vessel size, gear, operational area, and intent. Brunei Darussalam differentiates based 

on company size, gear sophistication, and engine type, while Cambodia considers family -based 

operations with small gear versus medium to large-scale gear and vessel engine power. Indonesia 

defines small-scale by traditional methods, vessels under 5 gross tons, and subsistence fishing, with 

commercial fisheries requiring licenses for larger vessels targeting industrial quotas. Malaysia 

classifies by gross registered tonnage (under 40 GRT for small-scale, 40 GRT or more for commercial) 

and associated fishing zones. Myanmar uses vessel length and engine horsepower, with smaller vessels 

and less powerful engines for coastal (small-scale) fisheries. Lastly, Thailand defines small-scale by 

vessels under 10 gross tons operating in coastal zones, while commercial fisheries include vessels 10 

gross tons or more, or any vessel equipped with an electric generator, regardless of size. 

Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) regulations also vary among ASEAN Member States.  Brunei 

Darussalam and Malaysia currently lack specific VMS mandates, they enforce related requirements 

such as Brunei Darussalam's Automatic Identification System (AIS) and Malaysia's compulsory 

Mobile Transceiver Units (MTUs) for vessels in designated zones. In contrast, Cambodia is actively 

developing new fisheries legislation (Article 54) to make VMS mandatory for medium and large-scale 

vessels. Indonesia has already implemented mandatory VMS for most fishing vessels under Ministerial 
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Regulation No. 23 of 2021, though small-scale fishers and aquaculture support vessels are exempt. 

Myanmar successfully completed VMS installation for its offshore fleet between 2019 and 2020. 

Similarly, Thailand requires commercial fishing and carrier vessels exceeding 30 gross tons to obtain 

a license, which likely includes VMS as part of their regulatory framework. 

Insights from the Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) database questionnaire highlight key 

challenges faced by some ASEAN Member States in uploading information. Cambodia reported 

difficulties in data collection from various coastal fisheries administration cantonments in the course 

of the COVID pandemic, but this problem no longer exists at the present time. Indonesia frequently 

encounters uploading errors to the system, which may require direct technical support. Malaysia has 

requested a training session for their newly appointed RFVR focal point, a need that SEAFDEC has 

acknowledged. Lastly, Thailand raised concerns about the disclosure of personal data fields, such as 

the captain's/master's name and nationality, and the vessel owner's name, due to national regulations. 

These points will be addressed by the SEAFDEC team. 

Regarding the provision of RFVR Database usernames and passwords to national authorities, 

Cambodia, Indonesia, and Thailand have successfully created and distributed access to relevant 

entities within their countries; Indonesia, for instance, specifically provided accounts to harbor masters 

and fisheries supervisors. In contrast, Brunei Darussalam, Malaysia, and Myanmar have not extended 

RFVR credentials to other agencies. Brunei Darussalam cited a lack of specific recommendations 

from the Secretariat on sharing, while Malaysia indicated a preference for their existing Malaysian 

Fishing Vessel Record (MFVR), which is already shared with their Maritime Enforcement Agency. 

Myanmar, meanwhile, emphasized that its Department of Fisheries retains sole responsibil ity for 

issuing all fishing and fish carrier vessel licenses, implying centralized control over this information. 

The promotion and utilization of the Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) database vary among 

ASEAN Member States. Cambodia and Indonesia are actively leveraging the system; Cambodia 

promotes it to its Marine Fisheries Inspectorate, relevant Fisheries Administration departments, and 

coastal fisheries administration cantonments, while Indonesia uses it to help fisheries supervisors 

verify vessel nationality during violation investigations. Conversely, Brunei Darussalam, Malaysia, 

Myanmar, and Thailand have not actively promoted the RFVR database's use to their respective 

national authorities or agencies. 

Most ASEAN Member States reported no record of fish-carrying vessels less than 24 meters from 

other ASEAN countries entering their ports. This includes Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Malaysia, 

and Myanmar. Indonesia further supported this by noting that foreign vessels entering their ports in 

2024 (according to PSMA Secretariat data) were larger and flagged from Japan, Russia, and South 

Korea, not smaller ASEAN vessels. In contrast, Thailand indicated that it does receive such smaller 

vessels 

The proposal for SEAFDEC to develop a dedicated small vessel database, specifically for carrier 

vessels to enhance information sharing between neighboring countries, has received mixed reactions 

from ASEAN Member States. Myanmar and Thailand expressed support, believing such a system 

would greatly benefit cross-border information exchange for smaller carrier vessels. However, Brunei 

Darussalam, Cambodia, Malaysia, and Indonesia currently see no immediate need for this system. 

Indonesia further clarified their stance, stating their priority is to maximize the benefits of the existing 

Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) data, which primarily focuses on fishing vessels 24 meters 

in length and over. 

Analysis of the Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) database questionnaire revealed a strong 

consensus among Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, and Thailand on the most 

crucial Key Data Elements (KDEs). The top four overlapping KDEs, unanimously selected by all 

participating countries, are: Vessel Registration Number, Name of Vessel, Owner Name, and 



5 

 

Nationality of Vessel (Flag). These elements are consistently recognized as fundamental for effective 

vessel identification, tracking, and management, underscoring their collective importance in promoting 

sustainable fisheries and combating illegal fishing activities across the region. His presentation 

appears in Annex 6. 

Following the summary of the questionnaire, Mr. Kongpathai, the chairman, inquired about the 

validity of the data presented by each representative country. As no major data clarifications were 

needed, he noted that if any country required training on using the system, they could propose a 

training program to SEAFDEC, as such programs have been conducted in the past year. 

Mr. Worawit Wanchana, Policy and Program Coordinator at the SEAFDEC Secretariat, underscored 

the importance of system utilization. He emphasized SEAFDEC's need for feedback from each 

country regarding the system's usefulness and how it can be promoted to other agencies. He added that 

if there's significant interest, further system development would be pursued. Mr. Isara Chanrachkij, 

Project Planning and Management Division Head and Special Department Coordinator from the 

SEAFDEC Training Department, further highlighted that the role of each focal point is crucial in 

facilitating coordination among countries. 

VII. Discussion on RFVR Less than 24 Meters 

Before discussing the RFVR for vessels less than 24 meters, representatives from each country 

collaboratively identified key agencies for system promotion and potential challenges to its 

implementation. This exercise aimed to assess the system's effectiveness and encourage proactive 

utilization and inter-agency promotion within each nation. 

Representatives from Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 

Thailand, and Viet Nam presented their perspectives on authorizing agencies relevant to using the 

RFVR database, with most identifying high and medium priority agencies such as fisheries 

management departments, maritime enforcement centers, and coast guard units. This discuss ion 

provided a comprehensive overview of potential authorized users across different maritime agencies 

and highlighted challenges in enhancing the database's utilization. 

Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand, and Viet  Nam highlighted common 

challenges in database utilization, including limited resources for system dissemination, user training 

needs, technical compatibility issues, and the complexity of coordinating across multiple government 

agencies. While each country has unique organizational structures and priorities, they shared a 

collective goal of improving maritime surveillance and information sharing through the RFVR 

database, with recommendations focusing on developing robust training programs, enhancing inter-

agency coordination, and standardizing database information to maximize the system's effectiveness 

in combating illegal fishing activities. 

Countries discussed the addition of vessel photographs to the RFVR database, acknowledging that 

most current systems lack this feature. The primary technical obstacle is that the existing CSV file 

format doesn't support image uploads, meaning each photo would need to be uploaded individually. 

This would also increase the database size, requiring additional server resources and approval. Despite 

these challenges, the idea was considered interesting, particularly for inspectors who could visually 

verify vessel details. The meeting agreed to review the technical implementation and benefits of 

adding vessel photos in a future session, recognizing its practical value for maritime enforcement, and 

some ASEAN Member States will provide updated recommendations on this inclusion. 

Myanmar raised a specific concern regarding RFVR database submission timing, as their unique 

fishing season (August 31st to September 1st) causes a one-year delay in data updates. This highlights 

the broader need for a standardized yet flexible data submission mechanism that can accommodate 

varied national fishing seasons and regulatory cycles. The group acknowledged that diverse national 
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practices could impact on the database's real-time effectiveness and agreed to incorporate ASEAN 

Member States' recommendations for updated submission protocols to ensure comprehensive and 

current information across all countries. 

Countries demonstrated varied approaches to populating the RFVR database with vessels less than 24 

meters, ultimately aiming for a flexible reporting framework. While most agreed to initially focus on 

carrier vessels, individual country contributions vary: Cambodia will only report fishing vessels, 

Indonesia and Vietnam will share both fishing and carrier vessel information, while Myanmar, the 

Philippines, and Thailand will focus solely on carrier vessels. Brunei Darussalam and Malaysia, 

however, are willing to share all vessel types, with Malaysia specifically limiting its data to vessels 

operating in deep-sea Zone C2 and the Philippines sharing high-sea vessel information. To ensure a 

pragmatic start and avoid data inconsistencies, RFVR developers recommended prioritizing carrier 

vessel data, with the goal of gradually expanding coverage. The meeting ultimately approved the 

proposed data submission based on  ASEAN Member States' recommendations. 

The discussion on suitable vessel range aimed to expand the RFVR database beyond the current 24-

meter threshold. Most countries agreed to initially focus on the 18 to 23.99-meter range, with some 

flexibility for reporting vessels up to 15 meters, as suggested by Cambodia. Vietnam also proposed 

categorizing vessels based on national laws and fishing zones. Key considerations for this expansion 

included maintaining consistent reporting, minimizing administrative burden, and facilitating cross-

border data comparisons. The consensus was a phased approach, starting with data collection for 

carrier vessels less than 24 meters, with potential future expansion to include fishing vessels and other 

types. 

Finally, Dr. Worawit proposed a pragmatic solution to vessel data collection by leveraging existing 

maritime documentation. His suggestion centered on utilizing vessel registration books, licenses, and 

official maritime records as primary sources for capturing vessel information, particularly for vessels 

less than 24 meters. Recognizing that many countries maintain physical documentation with detailed 

vessel specifications, he recommended extracting length, type, and other critical data directly from 

these official sources. This approach would not only simplify the data submission process but also 

help countries with limited digital infrastructure transition to more systematic record-keeping. By 

using existing paper-based records as a foundation for digital database entry, Dr. Worawit's proposal 

offered a practical, low-burden method to enhance the RFVR database's comprehensiveness and 

accuracy, while respecting the varying technological capabilities of member countries. 

VIII. Conclusion and Way Forward 

Mr. Kongpathai clarified and confirmed the name/s of the country’s RFVR National Focal Point, 

position, and email. The list of focal point includes as follows: 

• Mr. Irwan Haji Mohd Noor for Brunei  

• Mr. Chhuon Kimchhea for Cambodia  

• Mr. Haryo Topo Yuwona for Indonesia 

• Mr. Mohd Hazrul bin Muhammad for Malaysia  

• Ms. Soe Myat Thu for Myanmar 

• Mr. Beverly S. San Juan for the Philippines 

• Mr. Vichit Chaisalee for Thailand  

• Mr. Vu Van Tam, and Mr. Nguyen Van Vu for Viet Nam 

 

The comprehensive update of the submission schedule was established for participating countries as 

follows: 
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Key Data Elements (KDEs) of RFVR Database Less Than 24 Meters 

The consultation agreed on 28 KDEs for the RFVR Database less than 24 meters in length is the same 

as 24 meters and over. The 28 KDEs are as follows.   

Information on fishing vessels Information on fishing vessels 

1. Vessel Registration Number  15. Engine Brand 

2. Name of vessel 16. Serial number of engine 

3. Type of fishing method/gear/carrier 17. Hull material 

4. Fishing License number 18. Date of registration 

5. Expiration date of fishing licenses 19. Area (country) of fishing operation 

6. Port of registry 20. Nationality of vessel (flag) 

7. Gross tonnage (GRT/GT) 21. Previous name (if any) 

8. Length (L) 22. Previous flag (if any) 

9. Breadth (B) 23. Name of captain/master 

10. Depth (D) 24. Nationality of captain/master 

11. Engine Power 25. Number of crew (maximum/minimum) 

12. Shipyard 26. Nationality of crew 

13. Date of launching 27. IMO Number (If available)  

14. International Radio Call sign 28. Owner Name 

Uploading Timeframe of Information in the RFVR Database 

Currently, AMSs can upload information on RFVR Database by themselves. The consultation agreed 

to upload information at least twice per year, except Brunei Darussalam and Viet Nam are available to 

upload a time per year. The uploading timeframe is as; 

Country Timeframe 

Brunei Darussalam October 

Cambodia April and October 

Indonesia January and July 

Malaysia January and July 

Myanmar April, August, and December 

Philippines April and October 

Thailand April and October 

Viet Nam January 

Available Type of Fishing Vessel Less Than 24 Meters for the RFVR Database 

Based on the agreement from the consultation, Brunei Darussalam and Malaysia appear to possess all 

three types of vessels: fishing, carrier, and support. Indonesia and Viet Nam both have fishing and 

carrier vessels, while Myanmar, Philippines, and Thailand are indicated as having only carrier vessels. 

Cambodia is shown to have fishing vessels, but information regarding Carrier and Support vessels is 

not provided because no have these two types in Cambodia water.  

Country Fishing Vessels Carrier Vessels Support Vessels 

Brunei Darussalam / / / 

Cambodia /   

Indonesia / /  

Malaysia / / / 

Myanmar  /  

Philippines  /  

Thailand  /  

Viet Nam / /  

Suitable Range Length of Fishing Vessels Less Than 24 Meters in the RFVR Database 
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The consultation separated the range of fishing vessel lengths less than 24 meters into three categories, 

aligning with the Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport Vessels, and Supply 

Vessels (Global Record). Participants from AMSs noted that Brunei Darussalam appears to operate 

vessels in the 15-17.99 meters and 18-23.99 meters ranges. Cambodia, Indonesia, and the Philippines 

have vessels in the 18-23.99 meters category; however, Cambodia and Indonesia's operations are 

restricted to high seas, while the Philippines operates in high seas and other coastal waters. Malaysia's 

18-23.99 meters vessels operate in the C2 zone. In contrast, Myanmar, Thailand, and Viet Nam have 

vessels operating across all three specified length categories (less than 15 meters, 15-17.99 meters, 

and 18-23.99 meters). 

Country Less than 15 

meters 

15-17.99 meters 18-23.99 meters Remarks 

Brunei Darussalam / / 

Cambodia / High sea only 

Indonesia / High sea only 

Malaysia / C2 zone 

Myanmar / / / 

Philippines / High sea and 

other water 

coastal state 

Thailand / / / 

Viet Nam / / / 

Timeline for Development of the RFVR Database Less Than 24 Meters 

The consultation agreed the timeline for development of the RFVR Database less than 24 meters that 

proposed by SEAFDEC/TD as follows 

Implementation Timeline 

Report the result of the consultation to 57 th meeting of the 

SEAFDEC Council 

20-22 May 2025 

Development of RFVR Database less than 24 meters May-December 2025 

AMS can upload information on the vessels less than 24 meters to 

the RFVR Database 

2026 

(depending on uploading 

timeframe) 

IX. Closing of the Consultation

The closing session, led by Mr. Kongpathai Saraphaivanich, Training and Information Section Head, 

delivered the closing remarks on the RFVR consultation. 
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PROVISIONAL PROSPECTUS 

THE REGIONAL TECHNICAL CONSULTATION ON REGIONAL FISHING VESSELS 

RECORD (RFVR) AND INFORMATION SHARING TO SUPPORT THE ELIMINATION OF 

IUU FISHING  

INTRODUCTION  

Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing is a major international issue affecting the 

sustainability of fisheries resources, both within national jurisdictions and on the high seas. According 

to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) report, this illegal practice 

undermines sustainable fisheries management by operating outside legal frameworks, leading to the 

depletion of fish stocks and hindering sustainability efforts. Estimates suggest yearly global losses of 

between 11 million and 26 million tons of catch, valued at USD 10–23.5 billion, while the broader 

economic ramifications, including income losses and tax revenue declines, can range from USD 34 

billion to USD 67 billion1. Southeast Asian countries face increasing pressure on their fisheries 

resources due to IUU fishing, the consequences of illegal fishing practices threaten the economic 

stability and sustainability of the region. Addressing combating IUU fishing in the ASEAN Region 

requires multifaceted approaches, including strengthening regional cooperation, enhancing 

enforcement mechanisms, and promoting sustainable fishing practices. By working together, ASEAN 

member states can protect their marine resources, safeguard economic i nterests, and ensure a 

sustainable future for their fisheries and coastal communities. 

Since 2015, ASEAN, through the technical support of SEAFDEC, adopted the ASEAN Guidelines for 

preventing the entry of IUU fish and fisheries products into the supply chain. The Regional Fishing 

Vessels Record for 24 meters in length and over (RFVR-24m) database was developed and established 

through a series of Regional Expert Meetings and Regional Technical Consultations. The Regional 

Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) as a Management Tool toward Combating IUU Fishing in ASEAN for 

monitoring, control, and surveillance (MCS) and facilitates the efficient sharing of critical information 

regarding vessel registration, fishing licenses, and related activities among AMSs. By providing a 

standardized template/format for uploading KDEs using CSV/Excel files, the database ensures that all 

member states have access to consistent and accurate data. This updated information exchange fosters 

greater transparency and enables coordinated efforts to identify and mitigate IUU fishing activities 

across the region.  

In other words, establishing and maintaining the RFVR-24m demonstrates a shared commitment among 

AMSs to protect marine resources and promote sustainable fishing practices. This collaborative effort 

has built trust among member states, encouraging them to collaborate more closely on other aspects of 

fishery management. Many ASEAN Member States have significantly improved their monitoring and 

enforcement capabilities, protected marine resources, and ensured coastal communities’ economic and 

social well-being.  

Nonetheless, the number of IUU fishing practices from large vessels has significantly decreased due to 

leveraging technological advancements to improve monitoring and enforcement; the challenges focus 

more on vessels less than 24m in length. The issues of less than 24m in length fishing vessels have been 

discussed several times to be included in the RFVR database, especially the carrier vessels modified 

from various-sized fishing vessels. In 2018, the SEAFDEC Training Department updated the number 

of carrier vessels less than 24m in length to 2,704 vessels; among these, 47.5% are less than 15m in 

length2. In addition, the Workshop on the Project End of Strengthening Regional Cooperation and 

Enhancing National Capacities to Eliminate IUU Fishing in Southeast Asia held by SEAFDEC/TD on 

1 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 2024. Rome: FAO, 2024. 
2 SEAFDEC Training Department. The Questionnaires on RFVR and Fishing Vessel Information submitted by AMSs in 2018 
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20–21 March 2024, the discussion came up with recommendations and suggestions for 9 key priority 

area, actions and ways forward to combat IUU fishing in Southeast Asia, one of which will address the 

issue of improving and updating the RFVR database to cover fishing vessels less than 24 meters in 

length and more focus on carrier vessels operated within the EEZ and across the border. The movement 

of small carrier vessels across borders can affect regional security. Unregulated vessels can be used for 

illicit activities. For this reason, effective monitoring and regulations can help authorities detect and 

prevent these activities, enhancing regional security. The results from the Workshop, including the 

RFVR for fishing vessels less than 24m and carrier issues, were raised for consideration and 

recommendations at the 56th Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council in the Philippines held in March of 

2024: in response to these, the Council supported TD to take further action on updating information of 

the RFVR database and supporting AMSs in combating IUU fishing.  

Therefore, strengthen and share information on the RFVR Database system to become a more effective 

tool for monitoring and regulating IUU fishing. The Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional 

Fishing Vessel Record (RFVR) Database and Sharing Information to Support Eliminating IUU Fishing 

will be conducted. 

OBJECTIVES 

1. To share and update information of the RFVR 24 meters in length and over database 

2. To discuss on the RFVR Database less than 24 meters which appropriate range of vessel 

length to reduce IUU fishing in the region 

PARTICIPANTS 

1. RFVR National Focal Point from AMSs 

2. Representative in policy level from AMSs 

3. Representatives from the SEAFDEC Secretariat and Training Department 

4. Members of the Regional Fisheries Policy Network (RFPN)  

 

DATE AND VENUE  

The regional technical consultation will be held on 23-24 April 2025 (2 days) at Best Western Plus 

Wanda Grand Hotel, Nonthaburi, Thailand 

EXPECTED OUTPUTS 

1. Updated information of the RFVR 24 meters in length and over database 

2. Agree on the appropriate range of vessels less than 24 meters in length 

3. Suggestion on development of the RFVR Database less than 24 meters in focus carrier vessel  

AGENDA AND TIMETABLE 

 

23 April 2025 (Tuesday) 

 

0830 - 0900 Registration 

0900 - 0930 Agenda 1: Opening of the Consultation 

0930 - 0950 Agenda 2: Introduction of the Consultation 
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0950 - 1000 
Agenda 3: Adoption of the Agenda and Arrangements of the 

Consultation 

1000 - 1030 Refreshment and Group Photo 

1030 - 1115 Agenda 4: Introduction and Updating of the RFVR Database 24 

Meters in Length and Over (RFVR-24m) 

• Currently and Progress Situation of RFVR Database

• Problem and Issue with Data/Information Uploading to the RFVR-

24m Database

1115 - 1200 Agenda 5: Summary of Questionnaire on the Regional Fishing Vessels 

Record (RFVR) by AMSs 

1200 - 1330 Lunch 

1330 - 1600 Agenda 6: Discussion on RFVR Less than 24 Meters 

• RFVR Database Less than 24 Meters which Appropriate Range of

Vessel Length to Reduce IUU Fishing in the Region

1700 -2000 Reception Dinner 

24 April 2025 (Wednesday) 

0900 - 1200 Agenda 6: Discussion on RFVR Less than 24 Meters 

• RFVR Database Less than 24 Meters which Appropriate Range of

Vessel Length to Reduce IUU Fishing in the Region (continue)

1200 - 1330 Lunch 

1330 - 1630 Agenda 7: Conclusion and Way Forward 

1630 - 1700 Agenda 8: Closing of the Consultation 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

The Regional Consultation on Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) and Information 

Sharing to Support the Elimination of IUU Fishing  

23—24 April 2025 

at Best Western Plus Wanda Grand Hotel, Nonthaburi, Thailand 

Brunei Darussalam 

Irwan Haji Mohd Noor (Mr.) 

Senior Fisheries Officer and Head of Licensing 

and Enforcement Division

Department of Fisheries, Ministry of Primary 

Resources and Tourism 

Department of Fisheries Headquarters Complex 

Simpang 287-53, Jalan Peranginan Pantai Serasa 

Muara BT 1728, Brunei Darussalam 

Tel/Fax: +673 277 0066 

E-mail: irwan.noor@fisheries.gov.bn 

Muhammad Alihuddin Antin (Mr.) 

Fishing Vessel Second Officer 

Department of Fisheries, Ministry of Primary 

Resources and Tourism 

Department of Fisheries Headquarters Complex 

Simpang 287-53, Jalan Peranginan Pantai Serasa 

Muara BT 1728, Brunei Darussalam 

Tel/Fax: +673 829 1396 

E-mail: alihuddin.antin@fisheries.gov.bn 

Cambodia 

Leng Syvann (Mr.) 

Deputy Director of Department 

of Fisheries Conservation  

Fisheries Administration of Cambodia 

186 Preah Norodom Blvd., Sangkat Tonle Basac, 

Khan Chamcar Mon, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

P.O. Box 582 

Tel/Fax: +855 23 215 470 

E-mail: lengsyvann@gmail.com 

Dr. Chin Leakhena (Ms.) 

Deputy Director of Department  

of Administrative Affairs and Litigation 

Fisheries Administration of Cambodia 

186 Preah Norodom Blvd., Sangkat Tonle Basac, 

Khan Chamcar Mon, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

P.O. Box 582 

Tel/Fax: +855 78 686 840 

E-mail: leakhenachin85@gmail.com 
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Indonesia 

 

Gama Satria Nugraha (Mr.) 

Capture Fisheries Production Specialist 

Directorate General of Capture Fisheries 

Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries (MMAF) 
Gedung Mina Bahari II, 9th Floor Jalan Medan 

Merdeka Timur No. 16, Jakarta 10110, Indonesia 

Tel/Fax:  
E-mail: gamasatrianugraha@gmail.com 

 

Hendri Kurniawan (Mr.) 

Policy Analyst for Regional Cooperation 
Bureau of Public Relations and Foreign Cooperation 

Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries (MMAF) 

Gedung Mina Bahari I, 5th Floor Jalan Medan 

Merdeka Timur No. 16, Jakarta 10110, Indonesia 

Tel/Fax: +62 878 8282 2237 

E-mail: hendrikur16@gmail.com 
  

Lao PDR 

 

Vonsamay Dalasaen (Mrs.) 
Deputy Director of Division of Fisheries 

Department of Livestock and Fisheries 

Sythan Neau Village, Sykhotthabong District, 

Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR 

Tel/Fax: +856 20 5282 9288 

E-mail: d.vonsamay24@gmail.com 
 

Keomany Sipaseuth (Mrs.) 

Fishery Technical Staff 

Provincial Agriculture and Forestry Office 
Baan Paksan, Paksan District, Borikhamsai Province, 

Lao PDR 

Tel/Fax: +856 20 5651 8647 

 E-mail: noyas7026@gmail.com 

 

Malaysia 

 

Mohd Hazrul bin Muhammad (Mr.) 

Fisheries Officer 
Deep Sea Development Fishing Section, Capture 

Fisheries Resources Division 

Department of Fisheries, Malaysia 

Level 1-6, Block 4G2, Wisma Tani, Precinct 4, 62628 

Putrajaya, Malaysia 
Tel/Fax: +603 8870 4423 

E-mail: hazrul@dof.gov.my 

 

Muhamad Abdul Rauf bin Abdullah (Mr.) 

Fisheries Officer 

Licensing Section, Capture Fisheries Resources 

Division 

Department of Fisheries, Malaysia 
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C07-03, Level 7, Block C, PPAM Pudina, Precinct 

17, 62150, Putrajaya, Malaysia 

Tel/Fax: +601 1356 72516 

E-mail: mrauf@dof.gov.my 

Myanmar 

 

Than Chaung (Mr.) 

Director of Mandalay Department of Fisheries 

Department of Fisheries 

Department of Fisheries 

Mandalay, Myanmar 
Tel/Fax: +95 9 421723197 

E-mail: mandalaydof2021@gmail.com 

 

Soe Myat Thu (Ms.) 

Deputy officer 

Department of Fisheries 

Office 36, Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and 

Irrigation, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar 

Tel/Fax: +95 9 459 149 386 

E-mail: thulay4201@gmail.com 

 

Philippines 

 

Beverly S. San Juan (Mr.) 

RFPN for Philippines 

SEAFDEC Secretariat  

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Chatuchak, Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel/ Fax: +66 2940 6326 

E-mail: beverly@seafdec.org 

 

Thailand 

 

Vichit Chaisalee (Mr.) 

Director of Fisheries Resources Management 

and Measures Determination Division 

Fisheries Resources Management and Measures 

Determination Division, Department of Fisheries 

50 Phothonyothin Rd., Lat Yao, Chatuchak, 

Bangkok, 10900, Thailand  

Tel/Fax: +66 81 879 6823 

E-mail: vichit80@gmail.com 

 

Nuttakan Sijumpa (Ms.) 

Fishery Biologist, Practitioner Level 

Fisheries Resources Management and Measures 

Determination Division, Department of Fisheries 

50 Phothonyothin Rd., Lat Yao, Chatuchak, 

Bangkok, 10900, Thailand  

Tel/Fax: +66 99 439 8866 

E-mail: nuttakarn-zee@hotmail.com 
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Viet Nam 

 

Vu Van Tam (Mr.) 

Fishery Staff Officer 

Department Of Fisheries and Surveillance 

No. 10 Nguyen Cong Hoan Street, Ba Dinh District 

Ha Noi City, Viet Nam 

Tel/Fax: +84 386 539 258 

E-mail: bgvantam@gmail.com 

 

 

Nguyen Van Vu (Mr.) 

Fishery Staff Officer 

 

Department Of Fisheries and Surveillance 

No. 10 Nguyen Cong Hoan Street, Ba Dinh District 

Ha Noi City, Viet Nam 

Tel/Fax: +84 943 466 487 

E-mail: vu.mard@gmail.com 
 

SEAFDEC Secretariat 

 

Dr. Worawit Wanchana (Mr.) 

Policy and Program Coordinator and Research 

and Development Division Head 

SEAFDEC Secretariat  

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Chatuchak, Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel: +66 2940 6327 

Fax: +66 2940 6336 

E-mail: worawit@seafdec.org 

 

Pattaratjit Kaewnuratchadasorn (Ms.) 

Senior Policy Officer 

SEAFDEC Secretariat  

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Chatuchak, Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel: +66 2940 6327 

Fax: +66 2940 6336 

E-mail: pattaratjit@seafdec.org 

 

Haruki Minoda (Mr.) 

Secretary to Deputy Secretary-General 

SEAFDEC Secretariat  

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Chatuchak, Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel: +66 2940 6327 

Fax: +66 2940 6336 

E-mail: sdsg@seafdec.org 
 

SEAFDEC Training Department 

 

Kongpathai Saraphaivanich (Mr.)  

Training and Information Section Head 
Training and Research Supporting Division, 

SEAFDEC Training Department 

P.O. Box 97 Phrasamutchedi, Samut Prakan 10290, 

Thailand 

mailto:pattaratjit@seafdec.org
mailto:sdsg@seafdec.org
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Tel: +66 2425 6119 

Fax: +66 2425 6110 to 11 

E-mail: kongpathai@seafdec.org 
 

Kanokwan Thobphuk (Ms.) 

Project Planning and Management Officer 

Project Planning and Management Division, 

SEAFDEC Training Department 

P.O. Box 97 Phrasamutchedi, Samut Prakan 10290, 

Thailand 

Tel: +66 2425 6122 

Fax: +66 2425 6110 to 11 

E-mail: kanokwan@seafdec.org 

Krit Phusirimongkol (Mr.)  

Training and Extension Officer 

Training and Research Supporting Division, 

SEAFDEC Training Department 

P.O. Box 97 Phrasamutchedi, Samut Prakan 10290, 

Thailand 

Tel: +66 2425 6121 

Fax: +66 2425 6110 to 11 

E-mail: krit@seafdec.org 

 

Namfon Imsamrarn (Ms.)  

Information and Technology Officer 

 

Training and Research Supporting Division, 

SEAFDEC Training Department  

P.O. Box 97 Phrasamutchedi, Samut Prakan 10290, 

Thailand 

Tel: +66 2425 6117 

Fax: +66 2425 6110 to 11 

E-mail: namfon@seafdec.org 
 

Observer 

 

Isara Chanrachkij (Mr.) 

Project Planning and Management Division 

Head 

Project Planning and Management Division, 

SEAFDEC Training Department 

P.O. Box 97 Phrasamutchedi, Samut Prakan 10290, 

Thailand 

Tel: +66 2425 6140 

Fax: +66 2425 6110 to 11 

E-mail: isara@seafdec.org 

Khan Sunhai (Mr.) 

RFPN for Cambodia 

SEAFDEC Secretariat  

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Chatuchak, Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel/ Fax: +66 2940 6326 

E-mail: sunhai@seafdec.org 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kongpathai@seafdec.org
mailto:kanokwan@seafdec.org
mailto:namfon@seafdec.org


 

The Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessels Record 

(RFVR) Database and Sharing Information to Support Eliminating IUU Fishing  

Best Western Plus Wanda Grand Hotel, Nonthaburi, Thailand 

23-24 April 2025 

Annex 2 

 

 

17 
 

Rina Fariani Saragih (Ms.) 

RFPN for Indonesia 

SEAFDEC Secretariat  

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Chatuchak, Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel/ Fax: +66 2940 6326 

E-mail: rina@seafdec.org 

 

Anousone Mingmeuangthong (Ms.) 

RFPN for Lao PDR 

SEAFDEC Secretariat  

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Chatuchak, Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel/ Fax: +66 2940 6326 

E-mail: anousone@seafdec.org 

 

Mohd. Faizrus Anwar bin Roslan (Mr.) 

RFPN for Malaysia 

SEAFDEC Secretariat  

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Chatuchak, Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel/ Fax: +66 2940 6326 

E-mail: faizrus@seafdec.org 

 

Cho Mar Oo (Ms.) 

RFPN for Myanmar 
SEAFDEC Secretariat  

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Chatuchak, Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel/ Fax: +66 2940 6326 

E-mail: cho@seafdec.org 

 

Kanyarat Woraprayoth (Ms.) 

RFPN for Thailand 

SEAFDEC Secretariat  

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Chatuchak, Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel/ Fax: +66 2940 6326 

E-mail: kanyarat@seafdec.org 

 

Dang Thi Thuy Quynh (Ms.) 

RFPN for Viet Nam 

SEAFDEC Secretariat  

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Chatuchak, Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel/ Fax: +66 2940 6326 

E-mail: quynh@seafdec.org 

 

Onjira Korboon (Ms.) 

Policy Officer 

SEAFDEC Secretariat  

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Chatuchak, Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel/ Fax: +66 2940 6326 

E-mail: onjira@seafdec.org 

 

Nattha Srihera (Ms.) 

Program Officer 

SEAFDEC Secretariat  

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Chatuchak, Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

mailto:faizrus@seafdec.org
mailto:cho@seafdec.org
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Tel/ Fax: +66 2940 6326 

E-mail: nattha.s@seafdec.org 

Chonlada Meeanan (Ms.) 

Fishery Biologist, Professional Level

Fish Quarantine and Fishing Vessels Inspection 

Division, Department of Fisheries 

50 Phothonyothin Rd., Lat Yao, Chatuchak, 

Bangkok, 10900, Thailand  

Tel/ Fax: +66 87 017 6283 

E-mail: nanaeem33@gmail.com 

Preecha Phothong (Mr.) 

Fishery Biologist, Practitioner Level 

Fisheries Foreign Affairs Division 

Department of Fisheries

50 Phothonyothin Rd., Lat Yao, Chatuchak, 

Bangkok, 10900, Thailand  

Tel/ Fax: +66 89 922 9288 

E-mail: preechadof@gmail.com  

Administrative 

Tanapat Sorragittayamate (Mr.) 

Internet System Administrator 

Training and Research Supporting Division, 

SEAFDEC Training Department  

P.O. Box 97 Phrasamutchedi, Samut Prakan 10290, 

Thailand 

Tel: +66 2425 6123 

Fax: +66 2425 6110 to 11 

E-mail: tanapat@seafdec.org 

mailto:nattha.s@seafdec.org
mailto:namfon@seafdec.org
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OPENING REMARKS 

Mr. Suthipong Thanasansakorn 

Training and Research Supporting Division Head 

The Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessels Record 

(RFVR) Database and Sharing Information to Support Eliminating IUU Fishing 

Best Western Plus Hotel, Thailand 

23April 2025 

Greetings, distinguished delegates from SEAFDEC member countries, SEAFDEC 

staff, resource persons, ladies, and gentlemen! 

I am delighted to welcome you to the "Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional 

Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) Database and Sharing Information to Support 

Eliminating IUU Fishing"  

IUU fishing is a major global threat to sustainable fisheries, undermining legal 

frameworks and depleting fish stocks. FAO reports annual losses of 11 to 26 million 

tons, valued at USD 10 to 23.5 billion, with broader economic damage reaching USD 

34 to 67 billion. Southeast Asia faces increasing pressure from IUU fishing, threatening 

regional economic stability and sustainability. Addressing IUU fishing in ASEAN 

requires strengthened regional cooperation, enhanced enforcement, and sustainable 

practices. 

ASEAN, with SEAFDEC's support, has taken action. Since 2015, ASEAN adopted 

guidelines to prevent IUU fish entry into the supply chain. We have established the 

Regional Fishing Vessels Record for 24 meters and over (RFVR-24m) database to 

enhance monitoring, control, and surveillance (MCS) by sharing vessel information 

among ASEAN Member States (AMSs). This RFVR-24m demonstrates our shared 

commitment to protecting marine resources and promoting sustainable fishing. 

While RFVR-24m has helped reduce IUU fishing from large vessels, challenges remain 

with vessels less than 24m, especially carrier vessels. In 2018, SEAFDEC/TD 

questionnaire recorded 2,704 such carrier vessels, with 47.5% under 15m. A 

SEAFDEC/TD workshop in March 2024 highlighted the need to update the RFVR 

database to include vessels less than 24m and focus on carrier vessels operating within 

EEZs and across borders, addressing potential regional security concerns. The 56th 

SEAFDEC Council Meeting in March 2024 supported TD's action to update the RFVR 

database and assist AMSs in combating IUU fishing. 

Therefore, this Regional Technical Consultation aims to strengthen and share 

information on the RFVR Database system, making it a more effective tool against IUU 

fishing. I trust that our collaboration here will significantly advance our fight against 

IUU fishing. 
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In this regard, ladies and gentlemen, I am pleased to declare this Regional Technical 

Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) Database and Sharing 

Information to Support Eliminating IUU Fishing officially open. 

Thank you, and I wish you all the best for a productive period. 
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