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The Regional Training Course on Enhancing Capacity Development for Implementing 

Port State Measures (PSM) Inspection to Combat IUU Fishing 

1‒3 April 2025, SEAFDEC/TD, Thailand. 

I. Introduction 

The project “Sustainable Management of Fisheries, Marine Living Resources and their Habitats in the 

Bay of Bengal Region for the Benefit of Coastal States and Communities (BOBLME II) has been 

implemented from 2024 to 2028. The main objective is to contribute to the sustainable management of 

fisheries, marine living resources, and their habitat in the Bay of Bengal region, reduce environmental 

stress, and improve environmental status for the benefit of coastal states and communities. This will 

be accomplished through five interlinked components 1) Sustainable Management of Fisheries, 2) 

Restoration and conversation of critical marine habitat and conservation of biodiversity, 3) 

Management of coastal and marine pollution to improve ecosystem health, 4) Improve livelihoods and 

enhanced resilience of BOBLME, and 5) Regional mechanisms for planning, coordination, and

monitoring of BOBLME. SEAFDEC as the executing agency in Southeast Asia, will lead the sub-

regional coordination, provide technical advice, and support capacity building on fisheries-related 

issues under components 1, 3, and 5 for participating countries, namely: Indonesia, Malaysia, and 

Thailand. 

According to responsibility in component 1, SEAFDEC/TD organized the “Regional Training Course 

on Enhancing Capacity Development for Implementing Port State Measures (PSM) Inspection to 

Combat IUU Fishing” from 1 to 3 April 2025 at SEAFDEC/TD, Thailand. The training aimed to build 

up the capacity of participants to better understand the PSM, and increase the knowledge, skill, and 

experience of participants for inspection to support PSM and port control implementation. In addition, 

this training has 30 participants including 13 participants from each country namely Indonesia, 

Malaysia, and Thailand including 4 resource persons, 8 observers from RFPN and SEAFDEC 

secretariat, and 5 SEAFDEC/TD staff attended the Training. The list of participants is in Annex 1. 

II. Opening of the Training

Dr. Tomoko Nakazato, Deputy Secretary-General and Deputy Chief of the Training Department, 

addressed the participants at the Regional Training Course by highlighting the major international 

issue of Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing, and emphasizing the importance of 

cooperation and collaboration among related organizations. She also outlined SEAFDEC’s ongoing 

activities under the BOBLME II Project, particularly in enhancing participants' capacities for 

sustainable fisheries management. Her full opening remarks appear in Annex 2. 

III. Lecture, Practice Session, and Study Visit

The Training compounded lectures, practice sessions, and study visits. Moreover, the resource persons 

and subjects have details as follows 

The Overview of the 2009 FAO Agreement / Status on PSM, Ratification, Accession, and 

Implementation in the Region

This subject was presented by Ms. Angela Lentisco, the resource person from FAO/RAP. She provided 

an overview of the 2009 FAO Agreement on Port State Measures (PSMA), which was established by 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations  (FAO) to combat illegal, unreported, and 

unregulated (IUU) fishing globally. She explained that the FAO aimed to reduce IUU fishing activities 

by 20% through supporting countries with training and workshops. PSMA requires port states to 

inspect foreign fishing vessels seeking entry into their ports to ensure compliance with legal fishing 

practices and to prevent illegally caught fish from entering international markets. Fishing in 

unauthorized waters constitutes a violation of international fisheries laws and falls under IUU fishing. 
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By implementing port inspections, the agreement strengthens monitoring and enforcement 

mechanisms to eliminate illegal fishing activities. 

She further highlighted that IUU fishing is often connected to other serious crimes, such as human 

trafficking, drug smuggling, and arms trafficking. She pointed out that several factors contribute to the 

prevalence of IUU fishing, including failures in fisheries management, limited enforcement efforts, 

political and commercial interference, increasing market demand for seafood products, and socio-

economic pressures impacting community welfare. These challenges emphasize the urgent need for 

effective implementation of PSM across various countries. 

At the conclusion of the session, Ms. Angela facilitated an interactive discussion and Q&A session 

with participants, providing an opportunity to clarify key points and deepen their understanding of 

PSM procedures. This engagement also highlighted the broader significance of combating IUU fishing 

in the context of strengthening global fisheries governance. Her presentation is provided in Annex 3. 

Implementation and Supporting MCS for Combating IUU Fishing in Southeast Asia 

This subject was presented by Mr. Kongpathai Saraphaivanich, Head of the Training and Information 

Section and Project Leader for Combating IUU Fishing Activities of SEAFDEC. He introduced the 

overview and responsibilities of SEAFDEC under the Resolution and Plan of Action on Sustainable 

Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region Towards 2030 (RES&POA-2030). He emphasized 

three key strategies implemented by SEAFDEC strengthening coordination through the Regional 

Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR), which facilitates port inspections and information exchange among 

ASEAN Member States (AMSs) and international organizations by increasing MCS capacity and 

awareness through regional training programs and developing the electronic ASEAN Catch 

Documentation Scheme (eACDS) to enhance traceability of fish and fishery products.  

He further presented outcomes from the Regional Workshop on the Project End of Strengthening 

Regional Cooperation and Enhancing National Capacities to Eliminate IUU Fishing in Southeast Asia 

held in March 2024, where discussions focused on nine priority areas for future actions to combat IUU 

fishing. However, SEAFDEC has placed particular emphasis on four areas: strengthening MCS for 

commercial-scale, small-scale, and community-based fisheries enhancing AMS and regional 

cooperation on IUU, information sharing, strengthening traceability of fish and fishery products, and 

developing national and regional estimations of IUU losses. 

Finally, He outlined SEAFDEC’s plans for project implementation during 2024–2029, which include 

the Sustainable Management of Fisheries, Marine Living Resources, and their Habitats in the Bay of 

Bengal Region for the Benefit of Coastal States and Communities (BOBLME II), and the Enhancement 

of Regional Cooperation and Human Resource Development to Eliminate IUU Fishing. 

This session provided a comprehensive understanding of SEAFDEC’s ongoing efforts and strategic 

approaches to combating IUU fishing in Southeast Asia. Participants gained insights into the 

utilization of key regional tools essential for improving port inspections and regional data sharing. The 

session also highlighted the critical importance of strengthening MCS capacity and fostering regional 

cooperation to support effective fisheries governance. His presentation is in Annex 4. 

Implementation of the Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA) in Thailand 

This subject was presented by Mr. Thira Rodchevid, Fishery Biologist, Professional Level from the 

Department of Fisheries, Thailand. He provided an overview of key international instruments 

addressing IUU fishing, including legally binding agreements such as the 1982 United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), the 1995 UN Fish Stock Agreement (UNFSA), the 

1993 FAO Compliance Agreement, and the 2009 FAO Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA), which 

is the first treaty directly combating IUU fishing by restricting port access for offending vessels. In 

addition, he highlighted non-binding but widely recognized tools such as the 1995 FAO Code of 
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Conduct, related International Plans of Action (IPOA), and the 2023 FAO Voluntary Guidelines on 

Transshipment. 

Regarding the PSMA implementation in Thailand, Mr. Thira explained that after receiving a yellow 

card from the European Union (EU) in 2014, Thailand reformed its fisheries legal framework to 

comply with various international instruments promoting sustainable use of marine resources and 

ecosystem protection. Thailand acceded to the PSMA in May 2019 to strengthen its measures against 

IUU fishing. He presented the development of PSMA implementation in Thailand, starting from the 

pilot project with FAO in Phuket in 2014, and progressing to the application of the Port State Measures 

Analytical and Reporting Tool (PSMART) platform as a tool for investigating and analyzing vessel 

behavior. Furthermore, Thailand established four key mechanisms for PSMA implementation, namely 

policies and legal frameworks, the Monitoring, Control, and Surveillance (MCS) scheme, an electronic 

traceability system for imported fish, and cooperation with international agencies, third parties, 

Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs), and international organizations. 

Mr. Thira elaborated that Thailand's best practices for PSMA implementation are aligned with key 

articles of the PSMA, particularly Article 7 on designated ports, Article 8 on advance request for port 

entry, and Article 9 on port entry authorization or denial. He shared a successful case of enforcement 

involving nine vessels falsely claiming Bolivian registration and using fake documents. Thai 

inspectors verified the illegality by coordinating with the Bolivian government, seized the vessels and 

evidence, and listed them under the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) IUU Vessel List. 

Additionally, the Thai Maritime Enforcement Coordinating Center (MECC) system enhanced 

cooperation among relevant agencies, particularly for port -in and port-out measures, ensuring 

thorough document checks for all vessels seeking port access. 

Thailand officially implemented PSM through the Royal Ordinance on Fisheries B.E. 2558 (A.D. 

2015) as part of its national action plan. Currently, there are 24 designated ports, including 18 for 

international vessels and six for vessels from neighboring states. Thailand also developed an electronic 

system called the PSM Linked Processing Statement System (PPS), which assists officers in analyzing 

submitted forms and documents from foreign fishing vessels requesting port entry. The process is 

categorized based on vessel types, each requiring different documents, and foreign vessels must 

submit all required documents 72 hours before arrival. Authorities must report the outcome of 

document analysis to the flag states regardless of whether port entry is granted or denied. 

Moreover, vessel inspections and offloading controls have been strictly enforced to prevent illegal 

catches from entering the market. Despite notable progress, challenges remain, particularly in 

conducting accurate risk assessments and maintaining updated watchlists of suspicious vessels. Mr. 

Thira emphasized that continuous collaboration, regular evaluation, and capacity building are essential 

to address these challenges and reinforce Thailand's commitment to combating IUU fishing. 

He also emphasized that although Thailand has made significant progress in PSM implementation, 

several challenges persist. These include limited experience in gathering sufficient data for legal or 

enforcement action, difficulties in international cooperation due to time zone differences and lack of 

communication channels, and inconsistent enforcement caused by variations in legal knowledge 

among domestic agencies. Addressing these issues requires ongoing capacity building, the 

development of harmonized Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), and stronger international 

collaboration. His presentation is in Annex 5. 

Implementation of PSM in Thailand – Inspection Before Entry to Port 

This subject was presented by Ms. Jitpisut Sanboonpeng, a Fisheries Biologist from the Department of 

Fisheries, Thailand. She presented the implementation of the Port State Measures (PSM) in Thailand, 

focusing on the inspection procedures for foreign fishing vessels before entry to the port. She 

explained that the 2009 FAO Agreement on Port State Measures (PSMA) requires several key 

measures, including the designation of ports, advance requests for port entry, port entry authorization, 
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and port denial. These provisions have been incorporated into Thailand’s legal framework through the 

Royal Ordinance on Fisheries, adopting the necessary legal instruments in compliance with PSMA 

standards. Specifically, advance request entry into port (AREP) is mandated under Section 97 of the 

Royal Ordinance. 

During the inspection process, Ms. Jitpisut explained that Thai inspection officers coordinate closely 

with multiple agencies to ensure thorough verification. The Marine Department provides initial 

verification results regarding the authenticity of vessels, while the Customs Department collaborates 

in joint inspections where fishery officers and customs officers board together to check documentation 

and cargo. If any suspicious activities are detected during the review of documents, such as 

irregularities in Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) data or Automatic Identification System (AIS) 

tracking, the Flag State is contacted for further verification. Moreover, inter-agency communication of 

inspection and verification results is shared electronically among the Marine Department, Customs 

Department, and other relevant authorities to ensure comprehensive scrutiny before granting port entry 

permission to foreign vessels. 

To enhance compliance with Port State Measure regulations, Thailand implements a comprehensive 

approach that includes pre-entry documentation review, risk assessment, inter-agency verification, 

strict entry authorization procedures, continuous monitoring, and enforcement under a strong legal 

framework. The primary objective of this system is to ensure that no fish products derived from IUU 

fishing vessels are allowed to enter Thailand’s ports. 

In addition to that, her lecture facilitated a group exercise where participants, divided into three 

groups, analyzed a scenario related to Advance Request Entry into Port (AREP). All groups found 

inconsistencies between the information provided by shipping agents and the documents of foreign 

fishing vessels. It was recommended that additional documents be submitted and coordination with 

the Flag State be conducted for further verification. During the exercise, participants highlighted the 

importance of cross-referencing documents, verifying information through sources like Western and 

Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) and IOTC websites, and establishing digital 

verification tools and communication protocols with Flag States and shipping agents. Her presentation 

is in Annex 6. 

Implementation of PSM in Thailand – Inspection at Port 

Mr. Thira Rodchevid  presented best practices for risk assessment and port control measures 

implemented in Thailand to combat illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing. As Thailand is 

a major tuna market that imports significant volumes annually, mainly through foreign-flagged 

refrigerated vessels, PSMA is fully enforced. Mr. Thira discussed the procedures before port entry, 

during vessel inspections, and for offloading controls. Risk assessment is conducted based on vessel 

profiles and behavior by utilizing systems such as PSMART for AIS tracking to effectively inspect 

foreign vessels. Preparation before port entry and onboard inspections involves careful planning, 

validating risk assessment results, and collecting necessary documents and evidence t o ensure 

compliance with port state measures and enhance effective implementation.  All participants in the 

working group were divided into three groups. Each group was given a scenario to review AREP for 

completeness and conduct further verification on the foreign-flagged fishing vessel, including the 

reported activities. Mr. Thira led the discussion. Each group reported similar findings and actions 

regarding the foreign-flagged vessel. They validated the submitted documents, checked AIS tracking 

records, cross-referenced vessel information with multiple sources such as RFMO websites and IUU 

vessel listings, and reviewed the vessel’s operational history and compliance status. Information was 

also shared with relevant government agencies to ensure comprehensive verification. As a result of 

validation, the foreign-flagged vessel was allowed to enter the port for further investigation. The 

outcomes of the investigation would be submitted to the relevant Flag State, Coastal State, 

international organizations, RFMOs, FAO, and the State of nationality of the vessel’s master. His 

presentation is in Annex 7. 
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In addition, Mr. Thira provided each group with an exercise on identifying challenges in the 

implementation of the Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA), proposing solutions, and forecasting 

possible outcomes. The group discussions were summarized as follows: 

Group 1 identified challenges such as language barriers during inspections and difficulties in 

analyzing data and acquiring vessel information from relevant flag States. To address these 

issues, they proposed enhancing communication systems, improving data analysis through the 

adoption of new technology, and strengthening boarding inspection skills through capacity-

building initiatives. To improve information exchange, they recommended developing 

Memorandums of Agreement or bilateral cooperation agreements between countries, which 

would facilitate easier access to information and documents related to PSMA implementation. 

Group 2 focused on challenges such as the lack of floating assets and limited personnel 

competency, the need for effective standard operating procedures (SOPs) and policies, the 

integration of new technologies, and complications caused by the involvement of too many 

agencies in information exchange. They proposed that governments should enhance regulatory 

harmonization, improve operational efficiency through better information sharing, and 

promote the use of advanced technologies similar to big data analysis systems to achieve more 

positive outcomes. 

Group 3 reported key challenges including difficulties in understanding and navigating 

different legal frameworks, financial constraints and lack of resources for investigating 

foreign-flagged vessels, and limitations in the information-sharing database. They suggested 

creating specialized working groups, developing shared databases among relevant agencies, 

and strengthening capacity building. Additionally, they proposed seeking support from 

international organizations such as FAO and National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration (NOAA) for budget allocation and training resource persons to support PSMA 

implementation. 

Observation of Bangkok Fishing Port and Inspection Activities 

Mr. Thira Rodchevid provided participants with an opportunity for a study visit at Phra 

Pradaeng Port, Bangkok, on 3 April 2025. The visit was organized as part of the capacity-

building program to strengthen participants’ understanding of Thailand’s implementation of 

Port State Measures (PSM). Participants observed the actual port inspection process 

conducted on a foreign-flagged fishing vessel, including document verification, risk 

assessment, physical inspection of fishing gear and catch, and crew interviews. Mr. Thira 

emphasized the importance of multi-agency coordination involving the Department of 

Fisheries, Marine Department, Customs, Immigration, and other relevant authorities. 

This hands-on experience allowed participants to better understand the practical challenges 

and operational procedures of port inspections. They observed the application of risk-based 

inspection strategies and inter-agency collaboration. The study visit not only reinforced the 

concepts discussed during the training sessions but also showcased Thailand’s efforts to 

combat IUU fishing through effective port controls. Participants gained valuable insights in 

promoting sustainable fisheries and supporting regional cooperation in addressing IUU 

fishing. 

IV. The Evaluation of the Regional Training Course

The evaluation of the Regional Training Course on Port State Measures (PSM) Inspection to Combat 

IUU Fishing, held by SEAFDEC/TD from 1–3 April 2025, reflected a strong level of participant 
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satisfaction. The content was seen as relevant and aligned with both professional responsibilities and 

national needs. Key topics included the 2009 FAO Agreement on Port State Measures (PSMA), 

regional implementation practices, electronic monitoring tools such as AIS, VMS, etc., and inspection 

procedures. Participants confirmed that the training met its objectives and provided useful, applicable 

knowledge. The organization of the course including materials, venue, and time management was 

considered appropriate. Recommendations included extending the course to five days and adding 

sessions on traceability systems, open-source intelligence (OSINT), and practical inspection exercises. 

Overall, the training was well-received and regarded as effective and professionally conducted . The

evaluation of this training is in Annex 8. 
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OPENING REMARKS 

Dr. Tomoko Nakazato 

Deputy Secretary-General and Deputy Chief of the Training Department 

The Regional Training Course on Enhancing Capacity Development for Implementing Port State 

Measures (PSM) Inspection to Combat IUU Fishing 

SEAFDEC/TD Samut Prakan, Thailand 

1–3 April 2025 

Greetings, distinguished delegates from Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, SEAFDEC staff, resource 

persons, ladies, and gentlemen! 

I am delighted to welcome you to the "Regional Training Course on Enhancing Capacity Development 

for Implementing Port State Measures (PSM) Inspection to Combat IUU Fishing."  

Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing remains a significant global challenge impacting 

fisheries worldwide and poses a threat to sustainable fisheries management. In this regard, SEAFDEC, 

together with the Bay of Bengal Program Inter-Governmental Organization (BOBP-IGO) and 

International Union of Conversation of Nature (IUCN), will be executing the project “The Bay of 

Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem Project Phase II” (BOBLME II project) which is an initiative of the 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the Global Environment Facility 

(GEF), being implemented in seven countries, comprising Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Maldives, Sri Lanka, and Thailand. 

The Project’s main objective is to contribute to the sustainable management of fisheries, marine living 

resources, and their habitat in the Bay of Bengal region, reduce environmental stress, and improve 

environmental status for the benefit of coastal states and communities. This will be accomplished 

through five interlinked components 1) Sustainable Management of Fisheries, 2) Restoration and 

conversation of critical marine habitat and conservation of biodiversity, 3) Management of coastal and 

marine pollution to improve ecosystem health, 4) Improve livelihoods and enhanced resilience of 

BOBLME, and 5) Regional mechanisms for planning, coordination, and monitoring of BOBLME.  

SEAFDEC, as the executing agency in Southeast Asia, will be leading the sub-regional coordination, 

providing technical advice, and supporting capacity building on fisheries -related issues under 

components 1, 3, and 5 for participating countries, namely Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand. 

To enhance participants' knowledge, skills, and experience, foster information sharing, and strengthen 

regional cooperation in combating IUU fishing for sustainable fisheries and marine resource 

management, the Regional Training Course on Enhancing Capacity Development for Implementing 

Port State Measures (PSM) Inspection to Combat IUU Fishing is organized under Component 1: 

Sustainable Management of Fisheries.  

I would like to express appreciation to FAO and GEF for their support for this Training. Additionally, I 

extend my gratitude to the Department of Fisheries (DOF) of Thailand for your kind cooperation and 

support as a resource person and study visit place.    

In this regard, ladies and gentlemen, I am pleased to declare this Training officially open. 

Thank you very much, and I hope you will have productive days ahead! 
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The Evaluation of Regional Training Course on Enhancing Capacity Development for 

Implementing Port State Measures (PSM) Inspection to Combat IUU Fishing 

 

From 1‒3 April 2025, SEAFDEC Training Department (SEAFDEC/TD), Thailand 

 

Part 1: General Information 

The evaluation results for the training included 20 respondents: 10 females, representing 50%, and 10 

males, representing 50%. The age group with the highest number of respondents was 31-40 years, with 

9 individuals, accounting for 45%. This was followed by the 41-50 age group, with 6 respondents, and 

another group aged 21-30, also with 4 respondents, each accounting for 20%. The 51-60 age group 

with 1 respondent, accounting for 5%. 

 

 

Figure 1: Gender 

 

Figure 2: Age 
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Part 2: Evaluation of the Contents 

Evaluation of the course content, overall participants expressed satisfaction with the curriculum that 

was prepared for the training, as detailed in each subject. 

 

Subject 1: Overview of the 2009 FAO Agreement / Status on PSM, Ratification, Accession, and 

Implementation in the Region 

 

 

Subject 2: Implementation and supporting MCS for combating IUU fishing in Southeast Asia 

 

 

Subject 3: 

Implementation of PSM in Thailand 

     - International instruments related to IUU Fishing 

Inspection scheme for foreign flag vessels under PSMA 

     - Legal framework 

     - Designated ports 

     - Inspection scheme 

     - Cooperation 

     - Flag State responsibility 

Checklist for PSMA implementation 
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Subject 4: Inspection before entry to the port 

     - Electronic system includes AIS and VMS analysis (Fishing, Transshipment, and FADs) 

     - AREP analysis and risk assessment (lecture) 

 

 

Subject 5: Inspection at port (How to prepare onboard inspection) 

     - Risk further mitigates by onboard inspection 

     - Offloading control 

 

  



 

 

The Regional Training Course on Enhancing Capacity Development for Implementing  

Port State Measures (PSM) Inspection to Combat IUU Fishing 

SEAFDEC/TD, Thailand  

1–3 April 2025 

 

Annex 8 

 

48 

Part 3: Overall Evaluation of the Training Course 

According to the evaluation results, most participants expressed satisfaction with the training course, 

particularly regarding its objectives, comprehensive content, and relevance to their countries' needs. 

The content of each topic was considered appropriate and directly related to their current work 

responsibilities. 

In addition, participants were satisfied with the training materials, the suitability of the training venue, 

meals, accommodation, and the time allocation, which was considered appropriate. 

 

3.1 The objective of the course is one of the priority needs and your concerns 

 

 

3.2 The content of the course meets the needs of my country 

 

 

3.3 Participants were able to achieve the following objectives of this course 
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3.4 The course contents were related to any present or future work 

 

 

3.5 This course covered all the subjects that I expected 

 

 

3.6 Time allocation is appropriate 

 

Suggesting 

• Suggesting 5 days course 

• Need 1 more day training on online data analysis 
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3.7 The sequence of each topic was appropriate 

 

 

3.8 The training materials provided were sufficient and useful 

 

 

3.9 The training facility was appropriate 

 

 

3.10 Food and Coffee Breaks 
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3.11 Accommodation 

 

 

Do you think you have gained additional knowledge and experience after completing the training? 

 

What topics do you think should be added to improve the course? 

• MCS in PSMA Implementation 

• Fisheries intelligence matters from open-source intelligence (OSINT)  

• Traceability system 

• AIS data 

• MCS 

• A summary of each country’s laws/regulations related to fisheries 

• Boarding and inspection 

• Challenging practices in PSM implementation 

• Include more exercises on inspection analysis 
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Course Curriculum 

 

The Regional Training Course on Enhancing Capacity Development for Implementing Port 

State Measures (PSM) Inspection to Combat IUU Fishing 

 

The Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem Project Phase II (BOBLME II) 

Project: GCP/RAS/305/GFF 

 

1‒3 April 2025 

SEAFDEC Training Department (SEAFDEC/TD), Thailand 

 

Global marine fishery production has been declining, with Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) 

fishing identified as a critical challenge to sustainable fisheries. This illicit activity undermines fisheries 

management at both national and international levels by circumventing established legal frameworks, 

leading to the rapid depletion of fish stocks and threatening marine biodiversity. Port State Measures 

(PSM) have emerged as a pivotal tool in combating IUU fishing by enforcing controls such as pre-

arrival notifications, designated port use, vessel inspections, and restrictions on landing and 

transshipment of fish. These measures enhance the capacity of Port States to detect and deter non-

compliant fishing activities, bridging the enforcement gaps often left by flag States. For Southeast Asian 

region, strengthening PSM is essential to protecting fisheries resources, fostering regional cooperation, 

and promoting sustainable fisheries management. Effective implementation of PSM not only curbs IUU 

fishing but also ensures fair practices for responsible fishers while supporting broader conservation 

efforts across the region. 

 

In response, SEAFDEC, along with the Bay of Bengal Programme Inter-Governmental Organization 

(BOBP-IGO) and the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), will be executing the 

Sustainable Management of Fisheries, Marine Living Resources, and Their Habitats in the Bay of 

Bengal Region for the Benefit of the Coastal States and Communities (BOBLME II) project, 

implemented by the Food and Agriculture Organization of United Nations (FAO) under the Global 

Environment Facility (GEF), in seven countries, namely Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Maldives, Sri Lanka, and Thailand. 

 

The principal objective of the project is to contribute to the sustainable management of fisheries, marine 

living resources, and their habitats in the Bay of Bengal region, thereby reducing environmental stress 

and enhancing environmental status for the benefit of coastal states and communities. This will be 

accomplished through five interlinked components: 1) Sustainable Management of Fisheries, 2) 

Restoration and Conservation of Critical Marine Habitats and Conservation of Biodiversity, 3) 

Management of Coastal and Marine Pollution to Improve Ecosystem Health, 4) Improved Livelihoods 

and Enhanced Resilience of BOBLME, and 5) Regional Mechanism for Planning, Coordination, and 

Monitoring of BOBLME. SEAFDEC, as Executing Agency (EA), will lead Southeast Asia sub-regional 

coordination, provide technical advice, and enhance capacity building on related fishery issues under 

components 1, 3, and 5, which will be implemented in Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand from 2024 to 

2028. 

 

In addition, the building capacity for Port State Measures (PSM) is an implementation activity for 

participating countries. SEAFDEC/TD will host a regional training program on key PSM topics for 

participants from Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand. The training is designed to improve participants’ 

knowledge and skills, encourage the sharing of best practices, and strengthen regional collaboration to 

combat IUU fishing while supporting sustainable fisheries and marine resource management. 
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OBJECTIVES  

 

Capacity Building: Enhance the knowledge of fisheries officers of three countries on the following by 

1. To build up the capacity of participants to better understand the PSM  

2. To increase the knowledge, skill, and experience of participants for inspection to support PSM 

and port control implementation 

EXPECTED OUTPUTS 

 

1. A comprehensive understanding of the implementation and practical application of Port State 

Measures (PSM) to address IUU fishing effectively. 

2. Enhanced capacity to apply Port State Measures (PSM) to combat IUU fishing activities and 

foster improved fisheries management within participating countries. 

 

PARTICIPANTS 

 

Fisheries officers (junior staff) from Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand are responsible or relative for 

PSM and port control activities along the Sub-Andaman Sea area. All genders are welcome.  

 

DATE AND VENUE 

 

The regional training will be held on 1‒3 April 2025 (3 days) in SEAFDEC/TD, Samut Prakan, 

Thailand. 

 

TIMETABLE (TENTATIVE) 

 

Remark: The timetable of the subject might be changed depending on the suitable and available resource 

person 

 

1 April 2025 

Time Subject Resource person 

09:00-09:20 • Statement by FAO/RAP 

• Opening ceremony  

• Group photo 

 

 

09:20-10:50 Overview of the 2009 FAO Agreement / Status on 

PSM, Ratification, Accession and Implementation 

in the Region 

Ms. Angela Lentisco 

FAO/RAP 

10:50-11:00 Refreshment/Coffee break  

11:00-12:00 Implementation and Supporting MCS for 

Combating IUU Fishing in Southeast Asia  

Mr. Kongpathai Saraphaivanich 

SEAFDEC/TD 

12:00-13:30 Lunch  

 

 

13:30-16:30 Implementation of PSM in Thailand  

• International instruments related to IUU 

Fishing 

• Inspection scheme for foreign flag vessels 

under PSMA  

o Legal framework  

o Designated ports 

Mr. Thira Rodchevid  

DOF, Thailand  
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Time Subject Resource person 

o Inspection scheme 

o Cooperation 

o Flag State Responsibility 

• Checklist for PSMA implementation 

 

17:00-20:00 Reception Dinner  

 

2 April 2025   

Time Subject Resource person 

09:00-12:00 Inspection Before Entry to Port   

• Electronic system includes AIS and VMS 

analysis (Fishing, Transshipment, and FADs)   

• AREP analysis and risk assessment (lecture) 

Ms. Jitpisut Sanboonpeng 

DOF, Thailand  

 

 

 

 

 

 

12:00-13:30 Lunch   

13.30-14.30 Inspection at Port (How to prepare onboard 

inspection)  

• Risk further mitigates by onboard inspection  

• Offloading control 

Mr. Thira Rodchevid  

DOF, Thailand  

14.30-14.45 • Refreshment/Coffee break  

14.45-17.45 Group Exercise and Discussion (The participants 

will be separated into 3 groups) 

• Table Top Exercise to practice on vessel 

inspection (prior port entry and vessel 

inspection  

• Discussion on Challenges regarding PSMA 

implementation   

• Brief for Bangkok fishing port and inspection 

activities 

 

Mr. Thira Rodchevid, and  

Ms. Jitpisut Sanboonpeng 

DOF, Thailand   

 

3 April 2025   

Time Subject Resource person 

09:00-16:00 Observation of Bangkok Fishing Port and 

Inspection Activities 

 

DOF, Thailand 
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