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IMPROVEMENT OF WORKING STANDARDS AND
SAFETY AT SEA FOR SOUTHEAST ASIAN FISHERS

The Resolution and Plan of Action on Sustainable Fisheries
for Food Security towards 2020, adopted at the ASEAN-SEAFDEC
Conference in June 2011, feature prominently the planning and
information, fisheries management, aquaculture, optimal
utilization of fish and fishery products, fish trade, and regional
and international policy formulation. (continued on page 2)
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Feature Story
FISHING VESSEL SAFETY
HANDBOOK.......... P4

A comprehensive
handbook, ‘Fishing vessel safety’,
has been produced by mutual
insurance provider, the Shipowners’
Club.

SRI LANKA CONSIDERS VMS...................... P.5

Sri Lanka is considering a proposal to set up a
fully integrated fishing vessel monitoring and fisheries
protection program to fight poaching.
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WHAT IS VMS?

Vessel monitoring
systems (VMS) are used
in commercial fishing to
allow environmental and
fisheries regulatory
organizations to monitor,
minimally, the position, time at a position, and course
and speed of fishing vessels. (continued on page 3)
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IMPROVEMENT OF WORKING STANDARDS AND SAFETY AT SEA FOR
SOUTHEAST ASIAN FISHERS

The issues of working standards and
safety at sea for fishers were also considered
as necessary for upgrading, taking into
consideration the regional specificity. In
implementing the above Resolution and Plan of
Action, the SEAFDEC Training Department (TD)
organized in December 2011 the 3rd Regional
Technical Workshop on Safety at Sea and
Optimization of Energy Use by Small Fishing
Boats. The Workshop adopted the following
recommendations on safety at sea and better
working standards on fishing vessels that should be
implemented by Member Countries:

1. Development the appropriate guidelines on
safety at sea for Southeast Asian region with
following considerations:

- the design of fishing boats which reflect
the nature of fishing activities of the region;

- local tradition intellectual/knowledge of
fishing activities which have been passed through
generations in individual countries need to be
respected and preserved; and

- adjust/modify the fishing vessels
(traditional style) that are used in the region to
improve the stability and safety, and introduce this
to boat builders.

2. Promote and ensure that safety aspects,
including considerations on working conditions are
incorporated and addressed by concerned
authorities while improving the monitoring and
control of the status and use of small fishing
vessels.

3. Promote the use of accident recording form for
fishing boat by modified from FAO form to be
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(continued from page 1)
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The 3rd Regional Technical Workshop on Safety at Sea and
Optimization of Energy Use by Small Fishing Boats

sustainable in the region. The procedure of accident
recording and reporting should be engaged by local
office; headquarter office of Fishery Department/
Marine Department, National Statistical Office and
Authorizing Agency, respectively.

4. Strengthen knowledge of local authorities
and local organizations and promote application of
safety and working standards among the coastal
communities.

5. Implement training and extension programs
for trainer and all stakeholders including the fishers,
skipper, crew, family members, boat builders and
others via onsite training and/or mobile training for
basic requirements of:

- boat design and construction;

- minimum requirement for safety and
working standard;

- safety equipment including fire fighting
and life-saving appliances; and

- occupational health, working conditions
and safety awareness.

6. Develop and promote the use of appropriate
communication systems for:

- weather forecasting information; and
- rescue systems.

7. Produce promotion and extension material
media such as poster, booklets to rise up awareness
on safety and working standard for small fishing
boats and fishers.

www.seafdec.or.th
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WHAT IS VMS?

(continued from page 1)

They are key parts of monitoring control and
surveillance (MCS) programs at the national
and international levels. VMS may be used to
monitor vessels in the territorial waters of a
country or a subdivision of a country, or in the
Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) that extend 200
nautical miles (370.4 km) from the coasts of many
countries.

VMS relates specifically to fisheries
management systems. VMS is sometimes used as
an informal synonym for other such things as the
Automatic Identification System (AIS) or Vessel
Traffic Service (VTS). AlS and VTS are quite
different from VMS, although they may be
complementary applied to marine oversight and
sensing programs that deal with the safety of
navigation, hazardous material spills, and
environmental threats such as algal blooms. VMS
uses different radio technologies, long-range band,
and handles commercially sensitive information.

source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vessel_monitoring_
system
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FISHING VESSEL SAFETY HANDBOOK

(continued from page 1)

il
The Shipowners’ Club (A marine liability

insurer offering P&I, Legal Assistance and Defense
cover and associated insurance to small and

Training Department

specialist vessel owners across the world), which
aims to make crew members more aware and assist
crew and owners in recognizing potential dangers
and operating hazards.

Fishing is the most dangerous job in the
world. In 1999, the International Labour
Organisation (ILO) estimated that 24,000
fatalities occurred worldwide in captures fisheries
each year. The consequences of these fatalities have
a huge impact on the families and dependants of
the unfortunate seamen. There have been many
studies carried out over the years that show
fatalities on fishing vessels were and still remain a
real threat. This is reiterated by the claims incidents
advised to the Club that historically show personal
injury/illness as the area with the most reported
cases. These events are often of a nature that could
have easily resulted in death.

Fishermen must remember that fishing
vessels are moving; often wet platforms and
therefore the risk associated with any task will
dramatically increase. The decks of a fishing vessel
are very busy with many pieces of equipment i.e.
ropes, wires, nets and shackles being utilized
simultaneously. This publication does not seek to
fully inform the skipper and their crews about all
on board safety requirements (including the safety
aspects involved with different methods of fishing).
Instead it hopes to highlight areas that, from the
Club’s experience, contribute to crew members
becoming more safety aware, as well as assisting
members of crew to recognize the dangers for
themselves. The publication is divided into sections
that cover the vessel, basic stability, navigation,
working safety equipment and risk assessments,
with real-life case studies included as useful
appendices.

= e s
source: http://www.shipownersclub.com/media/352346/
spl%20loss%20prevention_fishing_v18 low.pdf
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Fishing Vessel Safety Handbook
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SRI LANKA CONSIDERS VMS

(continued from page 1)

There are an estimated 600 [UU vessels
fishing in the island’s EEZ at any one time. A VMS

Training Department

could provide co-operative tracking of Sri Lankan
vessels which would be equipped with satellite
tracking devices while the control centre could
monitor up to 3,000 vessels with a personal
computer based system. To fight poaching, though,
a satellite-based monitoring, control and
surveillance system would be needed. This would
take a wide area view of the whole EEZ and
identify all vessel traffic in the EEZ, not just those
equipped with VMS.

sourrce: http://www.worldfishing.net/news101/sri-lanka-
considers-vms
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New & News

FISHERY MONITORING VESSELS FOR
ALASKA

The Stabicraft 659 Wheel House destined for fishery
monitoring duties in Alaska

New Zealand’s Stabicraft Marine has
delivered nine custom 659 Wheel House vessels to
Alaska where they will be used to monitor the gill
net fishery and the fishery’s interaction with sea
mammals and sea birds. The vessel orders came at a
special request from Saltwater Inc, a private
organization that gathers data on wild life and fish
stocks for the Alaskan Department of Fish and Game
and by the National Marine Fisheries Service.

Saltwater, Inc. located in Anchorage, Alaska,
has ordered the vessels as part of a US federal
government contract with national marine
fisheries. It will last for the next two summers and
will be located in the Petersburg-Wrangell area of
southeast Alaska. Each boat will have an operator
and observer onboard. Some days the vessels and
their operators will need to travel a total of 80 miles
in all conditions and will be observing fishing
vessels in the gill net fishery. The vessels will be
used in a variety of roles, mainly based around
rivers and estuaries and offshore work. Each of the
nine 659 Wheel House vessels had to meet stringent
design and performance requirements such as
visibility, stability and strength to cope with the
often treacherous water conditions of Alaska.

source: http://www.worldfishing.net/news101/fishery-moni-
toring-vessels-for-alaska
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A gill net filled with salmon.
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NEW DAN BUOY FOR SAFETY AT SEA
SYSTEMS

LDSDANBUOY
) | SOSDANBUOY 33
‘ Q) D0 not open-just throw

Anytime
you go boating,
safety should be
of prime concern
and one of the
biggest dangers
is falling
overboard. Two
of the biggest
issues for

someone falling in the water are flotation and
getting found. If you have both of these the chances
of surviving are far greater. It can be difficult to

spot someone on the water especially in low
visibility and so it can take longer than necessary

to get picked up. To help here is the new SOS Dan
Buoy which produced by SOS Marine.

The new SOS Dan Buoy is a throwable pouch
that when hitting the water self inflates producing
a tall pole for spotting the Man Overboard (MOB).
The pouch is easy to throw and is condense enough
to be fairly accurate - Type IV Standard Buoyant
Cushions are flat and light, but are easily blown by
the wind. With the SOS DAN Buoy - when someone
falls overboard, - you can grab the pouch and
quickly throw it to the MOB. Now you can see
where they are while you turn around to pick them
up. The pole has its own buoyancy that the MOB
can use.

The Dan Buoy inflates into a fluorescent-
yellow pole standing 6.5 feet above the water. It’s
marked with SOLAS reflective tape and topped with
an 8-foot yellow ribbon visible a long way away. A
drogue keeps the buoy drifting with the person,
who can grab onto its web loops or use the
attached whistle. The lightweight, reusable Dan
Buoy comes in two sizes.

SOS Marine is an Australian manufacturing
company that designs specialized lifejackets and
safety equipment, and supplies nine naval forces
worldwide with safety equipment. SOS Marine won
the Australian Business Award for Product
Excellence and Best New Product in the 2011
Awards for the SOS Dan Buoy.

source: http://www.myboatsgear.com/mbg/product.
asp?prodID=2334
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Event Calendar

September 2012

1-5 September

AQUA 2012, Prague, Czech Republic

WWW.wWas.org

5-7 September

Aquamar Internacional, Cancun, Quintana Roo,
Mexico

6-8 September

SeaWeb's International Seafood Summit, Hong Kong,
China

www.seafoodsummit.org

17-23 September

Best Aquaculture Practices Auditor Course, Vancouver,
British Columbia, Canada

www.aquaculturecertification.org

17-18 September

Cruise Shipping Asia-Pacific, Singapore

www.cruiseshippingevents.com/
home

24-27 September

Algae Biomass Summit, Denver, Colorado, USA

www.algaebiomasssummit.org

October 2012

17-19 October

Offshore Mariculture 2012, Izmir, Turkey

www.offshoremariculture.com

24-25 October

BioMarine International Business Convention, London,
United Kingdom

www.biomarine.org

30-31 October

Coastal Surveillance, Singapore

www.coastalsurveillancemda.com

30-31 October

Asia LNG Summit, Inter-Continental Beijing Financial
Street Beijing, China

www.lng-summit.com

November 2012

6-8 November

China Fisheries & Seafood Expo, Dalian, China

www.chinaseafoodexpo.com

14-16 November

Offshore Korea 2012, Busan Exhibition & Convention
Center (BEXCO), Busan, Korea

www.maritimeindustries.org

21-23 November

The International Maritime Expo China (INMEX
China), Guangzhou, China

http://www.maritimeshows.com

December 2012

5-7 December

The International Workboat Show, New Orleans, LA,
USA

http.//www.workboatshow.com/
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