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Currents in the Gulf of Thailand during March - April 2013
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Abstract: Currents influence the transport and dispersion of materials in the coastal sea. Hence it is one of the
key parameter measured during the Gulf of Thailand Fishery and Oceanographic Survey by M.V. SEAFDEC during
14 March to 12 April 2013. The period, in monsoon transition months, was prevailed by southeasterly winds. In
total, 25 point measurements of currents over 10 -12 hours were collected. The dominant current in this
timescale is tidal currents which alternated in NW-SE direction with magnitude of 20-30 cm/s for most stations.
Simulated currents by Delft3D numerical model forced by tides showed similar patterns to observation although
with slight underestimation of current magnitude, presumably due to lacking of wind forcing in the model.
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