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Report of The Regional Training Course on Enhancing Capacity for Monitoring Control and 
Surveillance (MCS) of Domestic and International Fishing Vessels to Combat IUU Fishing

19-22 November 2024, SEAFDEC/TD, Thailand.

I. Introduction

The project “Sustainable Management of Fisheries, Marine Living Resources and their Habitats in the 
Bay of Bengal Region for the Benefit of Coastal States and Communities (BOBLME II) has been 
implementing from 2024 to 2028. The main objective is to contribute the sustainable management of 
fisheries, marine living resources, and their habitat in the Bay of Bengal region, reduce environmental 
stress, and improve environmental status for the benefit of coastal states and communities . This will be 
accomplished through five interlinked components 1) Sustainable Management of Fisheries, 2) 
Restoration and conversation of critical marine habitat and conservation of biodiversity, 3) Management 
of coastal and marine pollution to improve ecosystem health, 4) Improve l ivelihoods and enhanced 
resilience of BOBLME, and 5) Regional mechanisms for planning, coordination, and monitoring of 
BOBLME.

SEAFDEC as the executing agency in Southeast Asia, will lead the sub-regional coordination, provide 
technical advice, and support capacity building on fisheries-related issues under components 1, 3, and 5 
for participating countries, namely: Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand.

According to responsibility in component 1, SEAFDEC/TD organized the Regional Training Course on 
Enhancing Capacity for Monitoring Control and Surveillance (MCS) of Domestic and International 
Fishing Vessels to Combat IUU Fishing from 19 to22 November 2024 at SEAFDEC/TD, Thailand. The 
training aimed to increase knowledge, skills, and experiences regarding MCS to combat IUU Fishing. In 
addition, SEAFDEC/TD also invited participating countries in South Asia which were supported by 
BOBP-IGO to participate in this Training. There were thirty (30) participants including 19 participants 
from each country namely Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Maldives, Sri Lanka, and Thailand 
including 5 resource persons, an observer from BOBP-IGO, and 5 SEAFDEC/TD staff attended the 
Training. The list of participants is as Annex 1.

II. Opening of th

Training and Research Supporting Division Head of SEAFDEC/TD, Mr. Suthipong Thanasankorn 
addressed participants at the Regional Training Course highlighting the major international issue affecting 
fisheries of IUU Fishing and cooperation and collaboration among related organizations  as well as 
SEAFDEC has been conducting activities under a component regarding enhancing participants for 
sustainable fishery management under the BOBLME project. His opening remark is as Annex 2. 

III. Lecture, Practice Session, and Study Visit

The Training compounded lectures, practice sessions, and study visits. Moreover, the resource persons and 
subjects have details as follows;

Implementation and supporting MCS for combating IUU fishing in Southeast Asia

This subject was presented by Mr. Kongpathai Saraphaivanich, the resource person from SEAFDEC/TD. 
Meanwhile, He presented focus on 1) The resolution and plan of action on sustainable fisheries for food 
security for the ASEAN region toward 2030. There are details regarding SEAFDEC policy framework 
and priority actions to combat IUU fishing. Moreover, the resolutions and plan of action strengthen 
cooperation and implementation to combat IUU fishing, 2) Key aspects of programs and activities by 
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SEAFDEC on implementation and supporting MCS for combating IUU fishing in Southeast Asia which 
concern strengthening coordination and cooperation among AMSs and other agencies, increasing capacity 
and awareness on MCS to combat IUU fishing, and supporting the implementation of effective MCS 
measures, 3) Priority areas for future action to combat IUU fishing in Southeast Asia. There were nine 
priority areas as follows 1. Vessel Monitoring, 2. Strengthening MCS for Commercial and Small Scale 
Fisheries and Community-based Fisheries, 3. AMS/Regional Cooperation on IUU information, 4. 
Encroachment of foreign vessels, 5. Strengthening Traceability of Fish Fisheries Products, 6. Development 
of  National/ Regional Estimation of IUU Losses, 7.Strengthening Evidence and Procedures Prosecution 
to Improve the Deterrence Effect, 8. Monitoring Transshipment Activity, and 9. Legal Reform. and 4) 
Project implementation relevant to combat IUU fishing in Southeast Asia by SEAFDEC.

Overall, this presentation highlighted the critical efforts and strategic actions taken through SEAFDEC to 
combat IUU fishing in Southeast Asia. It emphasized the importance of regional cooperation, capacity 
building, and effective implementation of MCS measures. Additionally, the focus on priority areas and 
project implementations underscores SEAFDEC's commitment to sustainable fisheries and enhancing 
food security in the ASEAN region. These efforts aim to ensure long -term benefits for both the 
environment and local communities for sustainable fishery management. His presentation is as Annex 3.

Collaboration and Activities on the ASEAN Network for Combating IUU Fishing (AN-IUU)

Mr. Preecha Phothong, the representative of AN-IUU presented this subject which focused on 
backgrounds, there were two (2) sub-contents which were marine fisheries and IUU Fishing in ASEAN, 
and an overview of AN-IUU which explained the objectives regarding enhancing regional cooperation 
and capacity building to the ASEAN Member States (AMS). Furthermore, He continuously presented 
regarding the AN-IUU Interactive platform what has been functioning to serve, share, and provide 
information between MCS operating agencies of each AMS to address IUU Fishing issues, and then he 
moved on to the next content which is activities and collaboration of AN-IUU among AMS. By the way, 
he also presented the further development of the AN-IUU interactive platform by the Department of 
Fisheries as E-READI which has been supported by the EU’s commitment to support AN-IUU to 
strengthen complementary efforts with RPOA-IUU. This subject’s presentation appears as Annex 4.

The reforms and amendments to Thailand’s fisheries laws in compliance with MCS to combat IUU fishing 

Mr. Preecha Phothong, a Fisheries Biologist from the Department of Fisheries, Thailand presented 
background on Thailand’s fisheries laws and need for reform. This content has been structured regarding 
the historical context of Thailand’s fisheries laws development, the reform of Thailand’s fisheries law. It 
served as a crucial factor in driving change and development to The Royal Ordinance on Fisheries 2015 
and its amendment 2017. In addition, there are legal frameworks, fisheries management policy, and 
marine fisheries management plan.
Ultimately, this presentation has been lectured regarding Thailand’s proactive efforts to reform its fisheries 
laws and implement MCS strategies, strengthening domestic and international collaboration to combat 
IUU fishing effectively. The presentation is as Annex 5.

MCS activity for international fishing vessels in Thailand

Mr. Thira Rodchevid and Ms. Jitpisut Sanboonpeng, Fisheries Biologist from the Department of Fisheries, 
Thailand presented the Port State Measures Agreement and Implementation. There were contexts as an 
overview of the International Instruments regarding IUU Fishing that originated from international 
instruments such as the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). , the 
agreement on port state measures (PSMA) function takes action to combat IUU fishing, PSMA 
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implementation in Thailand, the best practices for PSMA implementation in each article, and successful 
cases of PSMA implementation in Thailand.

Moreover, their presentation focused on PSM implementation before port entry how verification advance 
requests for port entry (AREP) and additional documents, and risk assessment including analysis through 
AIS and assess fishing behavior. Moreover, the verifying the suspicious documentation was practiced. 
Their presentations are as Annex 6 and 7.

MCS activity for domestic fishing vessels in Thailand through study visit Port In-Port Out (PIPO) 
Procedures in Samut Sakhon Province

Ms. Chonlada Meeanan, a Fisheries Biologist from the Department of Fisheries, Thailand presented this 
subject. This subject was divided into two sessions, which were a lecture, and a study visit at the port in 
Samut Sakhon Province. In the first session, She presented regarding Port In-Port Out Control of Thai-
flagged Vessels that have five contents compounding MCS, Functions and Location, PIPO process, PIPO 
structure, and Lesson learned. In the final session, she led participants to observe the verifying process of 
the Thai officers at the port in Samut Sakhon Province. her presentation is as Annex 8. 

The operation of the Fisheries Monitoring Center (FMC) to combat IUU Fishing

Mr. Thira Rodchevid, a Fisheries Biologist from the Department of Fisheries, Thailand presented this 
subject. The presentation illustrated the history of MCS, Missions, FMC operations, and case studies. In 
summary, it addressed the operation of monitoring both Thai and foreign vessels.  His presentation is as 
Annex 9.

Electronic Monitoring

This subject was presented by Mr. Petai Kunnapan, a Fisheries Biologist from the Department of Fisheries, 
Thailand which focused on monitoring and cross-checking commercial fishing vessels through the 
electronic monitoring system (EM) such as vessel monitoring system (VMS), automatic identification 
system (AIS), CCTV, hatch sensors, electronic-logbook request and report transshipment/loading system 
(ERS), drum-rotation sensors, and observer report application. In addition, He continuously presented 
how EM functions and led to the Fisheries Monitoring Center (FMC) room for observing the FMC 
operation. This presentation is as Annex 10.

IV. Closing of the Training

Dr. Tomoko Nakazato, Deputy Secretary-General of SEAFDEC, extended gratitude on behalf of 
SEAFDEC to participants for their active engagement in the Training Course. She highlighted the 
potential of the knowledge, skills, and experience that participants gained from this training course will be 
applied to each country appropriately. Following expressions of appreciation to the resource people, 
participants, and SEAFDEC staff for their contributions, Dr. Nakazato officially declared the Training 
Course closed. Her closing remarks are in Annex 11





 





 













        

        

        









        

        

        



        



 

    

    

    



 

    

    

    



 

    

    

    



 

    

    

    



 

    

    

    



 

    

    

    



 

   

   

    



 

    

    

    



 

   

   

   



 

   

    

   



 

   

   

   



 

   

   

   



 

   



   

   

   



   

   

   



   

   

   



   

   

   



   

   

   



   

   

   



   

   

   



   

   

        



        

        



        

   

   





    



   

   

   



   

   

   



   



        

        

        



        

        

        



        

        

        



        

        

        



        

        

        



        

        

        



        
 

        

        



        

        

        



        

        









        

        

        



        

        

 



 





















Remark: The timetable of the subject might be changed depending on the suitable and available resource 
person 

10:15-10:30 Refreshment  



12:00-13:00 Lunch 
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o
o
o
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