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REGIONAL TECHNICAL CONSULTATION ON THE REGIONAL FISHING 
VESSELS RECORD: Use and Way Forward of RFVR Database as a Management Tool  

to Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asian Region 
2-4 June 2015, Pattaya, Chonburi Province, Thailand 

************************* 

I. Opening of the Consultation  
 
1. The “Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessels Record: Use and Way 
Forward of RFVR Database as a Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asian Region” 
was convened from 2 to 4 June 2015 in Pattaya, Chonburi Province, Thailand. The Consultation was 
attended by representatives from Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam. In addition, representatives from SEAFDEC Secretariat, Training 
Department, and members of the Regional Fisheries Policy Network (RFPN) from Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam were also attended the 
Consultation. The list of participants appears in Annex 1. 
 
2. The Deputy Secretary-General of SEAFDEC, Mr. Hajime Kawamura welcomed all participants 
to the Consultation and cited that SEAFDEC has been assisting the Southeast Asian countries in their 
efforts to combat IUU fishing through the implementation of the project on the Promotion of Sustainable 
Fisheries and IUU Fishing-related Countermeasures in Southeast Asia funded by the Japanese Trust Fund 
(JTF). One of the activities under this project is the development of Regional Fishing Vessels Record 
(RFVR) Database. He pointed out that RFVR is a comprehensive set of information on vessels with 
certain size and could be used as an effective tool to combat IUU fishing. He cited on way forward to the 
inclusion of smaller vessels in the RFVR which would be discussed during this Consultation. He then 
urged the active participation and contribution of participants of the Consultation and declared the 
Consultation opened. His Opening Remarks appears in Annex 2. 
 
II. Introduction of the Consultation 

 
3. The Head of Information and Communication Technology Section of the SEAFDEC Training 
Department, Mr. Kongpathai Saraphaivanich introduced the Project on “Promotion of Countermeasures 
to Reduce IUU Fishing” which has been implementing since 2011. He mentioned that the project aims to 
review and improve fishing license, boat registration through establishment of management tool to reduce 
IUU fishing. Moreover, the rational of RFVR establishment was informed including the expected outputs 
of the Consultation will be came up with strategies and ways forward for Asian Member States (AMS) 
and SEAFDEC to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing through utilization of FRVR as one of a tool. 
The Consultation also expected for an agreement among AMS on management and update matters of the 
RFVR for 24 meters in length and over. In this connection, he informed the Consultation that the 47th 
SEAFDEC Council Meeting suggested this Consultation to review the number of vessels submitted by 
AMSs to SEAFDEC in order to improve its accuracy. His presentation appears in Annex 3. 
 

III. Adoption of the Agenda and Arrangement of the Consultation 
 

4. The agenda which appears as Annex 4 was adopted. 
 

IV. RFVR for 24 meters in Length and Over 
 

4.1  Introduction of the RFVR Database for 24 meters in Length and Over 
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5. The Information Technology Officer of SEAFDEC Training Department, Ms. Namfon Imsamrarn 
presented “Introduction of the Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) Database for 24 meter in Length 
and Over”. She informed the Consultation that the Database is an online system established for the AMS 
with the aim to share information on fishing vessels identification and to promote as tool to combat IUU 
fishing in the region. She presented five chapters of the user manual for the RFVR system for vessels 24 
meters in length and over including 1) Accessing the RFVR-24m Database System; 2) Structure of the 
Main Database Webpage; 3) Searching for Vessel Information; 4) Editing the User Profile; and 5) 
Changing the Username and/or Password. Her presentation appears in Annex 5. 

 
4.2 Problems and Issues on RFVR Data Submission to SEAFDEC 

 
6. The topic of “Problems and Issues on RFVR Data Submission to SEAFDEC” was presented by 
Ms. Namfon Imsamrarn, aim to provide the result of SEAFDEC analysis on RFVR-24m data, identify the 
technical problem for data/information, and improve fishing vessel registration/licensing, as well as 
increase effective of RFVR management tools. 
 
7. In addition, she provided the summary feedback on the data/information of vessels submission of 
six (6) SEAFDEC Member Countries in the year 2014 and 2015. The incomplete data/information from 
the Member Countries including error of data recode, double recodes, two vessels have same serial engine 
number but different vessel name, two vessels have same information but different serial engine, two 
vessels have same information but different owner name or same vessel with different owners, and double 
records, one vessel have double records with different type of the gears, two vessels have different names 
and serial engine but same registration number, two vessels have same vessel name (same owner and all 
information), two vessels  have the same vessel name (different owner and all information), and one 
vessel but double record in different port of registration. Her presentation is appeared in Annex 6. 
 

4.3 Updating of the RFVR Database for 24 meters in Length and Over 
 

8. The topic of “Updating of the RFVR Database for 24 meters in Length and Over” was presented 
by Mr.Kongpathai Saraphaivanich. He presented the current of National Focal Point (NFP) for RFVR, 
Procedure of RFVR Database updating, and requirement of data quality such as 1) veracity of submission 
number of fishing vessels; 2) submission of accuracy data; 3) translation of local language of vessel name 
to English version; and 4) submission data on schedule. Moreover, he requested the Consultation to 
confirm the period of updating RFVR data. His presentation appears as Annex 7. 
 

9. In order to ensure successful data submission, the Consultation suggested that the responsibility 
of NFP should be clear and it is better to have alternate NFP. Moreover, the responsibility of NFP should 
not be limited to data submission only, but also as a key person in managing the inter-agencies in their 
country for effective usage of the data as a tool to combat IUU fishing.  

 
10. In response to the concern about the validity of license in each country, the Consultation 
suggested that updating period should be once a year depending on the different situation of the fishing 
license period in each country. Each AMS could submit data in different period/month. After discussion 
on the period for resubmission of the initial data, the Consultation agreed to resubmit the initial data by 
July 2015.  
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4.4  SEAFDEC Initiatives on Combating IUU Fishing in the Southeast Asian Region 

11. The Policy and Program Coordinator of SEAFDEC, Dr. Somboon Siriraksophon presented 
“SEAFDEC initiatives on Combating IUU fishing in the Southeast Asian Region”. He informed the 
Consultation that SEAFDEC has initiated the activities to reduce the combating IUU fishing in 
collaboration with the AMS until present year. The first activity is the development of the ASEAN 
Guidelines for Preventing the Entry of Fishes and Fisheries Products from IUU Fishing Activities into the 
Supply Chain. The second activity is concept proposal on “Implementing of the Port State Measurement 
for ASEAN Region” to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and to 
preventing illegal caught fish from entering international market through the ports. The third activity is 
ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (ACDs) for fish and fishery products trading within AMSs and it 
would be one of the fishery management tools for enhancing intra-regional and intentional trade through 
the improvement of traceability of fish and fishery product in AMS. The fourth activity is establishment 
of the Regional Fishing vessels records for vessels 24 meters in length and over (RFVR-24m). RFVR is 
one of the management tools to combat IUU fishing vessels in the Southeast Asia Region through the 
AMS cooperation on sharing of fishing vessels information which are helpful for monitoring, control and 
surveillance to avoid and eliminate the IUU fishing vessels operated in the Southeast Asia Region. The 
fifth activity of the SEAFDEC is developing RPOA guideline on managing the fishing capacity aim to 
support AMS in developing the NPOA- capacity”. The guideline focus on the strategy relating to the 
effective management of fishing capacity for sustainable exploitation of fisheries for future generation. 
The final draft of the RPOA-Capacity will be submitted to the 48th Meeting of the Council in 2016 for 
consideration of the approval. His presentation appears as Annex 8. 
      

4.5 Usage and Application of RFVR Database for 24 meters in Length and Over as Tool to 
Reduce IUU Fishing 

12. The Information Officer from SEAFDEC Training Department, Ms. Yanida Suthipol presented 
the “Usage and Application of RFVR Database for 24 meters in Length and Over as Tool to Reduce IUU 
Fishing”, aim to introduce cases and scenarios on fishing vessel’s movement with usage and application 
of the RFVR Database for 24 meters. Her presentation covered nine cases as follows; 1) Vessels 
operation in the country; 2) Vessels operation in another coastal state by license; 3) Double flagging; 4) 
Vessels operation in the high seas; 5) Transferring of vessel; 6) Cloning vessel; 7) Type of fishing license; 
8) Vessel use the fake flag; and 9) Vessel A pass Country B go to Country C. Her presentation appears as 
Annex 9.   

 
4.6  Policy Recommendation, Strategies and Way Forward for AMS and SEAFDEC to 

Prevent, Deter and Eliminate IUU Fishing through Utilization of RFVR Database for 24 
Meters in Length and Over 

 
13. The Meeting discussed and summarized the Policy Recommendation, Strategies and Way 
Forward for AMS and SEAFDEC to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate IUU Fishing through Utilization of 
RFVR Database for 24 Meters in Length and Over as follows;  
 
1) Basic requirement items for the RFVR Database for 24 meters in length and over 

 

Issues/Challenges Recommendations 

1.1 Date of launching Countries which do not have information on “Date of Launching” of the 
fishing vessel could provide input on “Year of built” instead  
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Issues/Challenges Recommendations 

1.2 Addition of two (2) 
items to the 26 Basic 
requirements 

 

 The Consultation suggested including two (2) items to the Basic 
requirements are 1) expiration date of fishing license; and 2) fishing 
license number. 

 The Consultation noted that there would be 28 basic requirements 
(Table 1) for the RFVR Database and that SEAFDEC would seek 
approval from the Council on the said matter.  

1.3 Type of vessel  The Consultation supported the inclusion of carrier vessels operating 
at sea that carry fish and fishery products in the RFVR Database  

 The Consultation also supported the inclusion of Cambodian fishing 
vessels that operate in international waters in the RFVR Database. In 
this connection, SEAFDEC would send official letter to 
FiA/Cambodia requesting for data submission for the RFVR 
Database. 

1.4 Lack of information on 
carrier vessels from 
other AMS  

The RFVR Database includes all types of fishing vessels, and supporting 
vessels i.e. light boat, sonar boat, and carriers that are related to fishing 
activities operating in EEZ, coastal waters of other AMS, and in the 
High Seas or RFMO’s Area. In this connection, the Consultation 
requested AMS to submit information of all supporting and carrier 
vessels for the RFVR Database.  

1.5 Serial number of engine  The serial number of engine is one of the important information that 
could be used as vessel identity for checking its registration. Therefore, 
AMS are requested to compile this information in their national fishing 
license system.  

 

Table 1: Updated basic information requirements for RFVR database for 24 meters in length and over 

Information on fishing vessels Information on fishing vessels 

1. Name of vessel 15. International Radio Call sign 
2. Vessel Registration Number 16. Engine Brand 
3. Owner Name 17. Serial number of engine 
4. Type of fishing method/gear 18. Hull material 
5. Fishing License number 19. Date of registration 
6. Expiration date of fishing licenses 20. Area (country) of fishing operation 
7. Port of registry 21. Nationality of vessel (flag) 
8. Gross tonnage (GRT/GT) 22. Previous name (if any) 
9. Length (L) 23. Previous flag (if any) 
10. Breadth (B) 24. Name of captain/master 
11. Depth (D) 25. Nationality of captain/master 
12. Engine Power 26. Number of crew (maximum/minimum) 
13. Shipyard/Ship Builder 27. Nationality of crew 
14. Date of launching/Year of built 28. IMO Number (If available) 
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2) Improving of Initial Data set for the RFVR Database for 24 meters in length and over 
 

Issues/Challenges Recommendations 

2.1 Data error, Double 
recording , and 
Incomplete 
information/data  

The National Focal Points are requested to verify the RFVR data before 
submission to SEAFDEC. The verified initial data set for fishing vessels 
of 24m in length and over shall be submitted to SEAFDEC by end of 
July 2015.  

2.2 Online submission The Consultation recommended SEAFDEC to update the RFVR 
Database for data online submission in the future.  

2.3 Difficulty in data 
inputs/data uploading 
in local language  

AMS agreed to submit all information in English alphabet/language. 

2.4 Updated number of 
fishing vessels  

Number of fishing vessels for 24 meters in length and over that was 
reported by AMS varies by year.  In the event of drastic change in the 
number of fishing vessels, the AMS is required to provide reason for that 
drastic change in order to avoid wrong interpretation.  

2.5 Unclear abbreviation: 
N/A, ND 

For standardization of data/information in the RFVR Database, 
SEAFDEC would develop a Manual for data input.  

 
3) Usage of the RFVR Database for 24 meters in length and over  

 

Issues/Challenges Recommendations 

3.1 Editing of User name 
and password for 
accessing the RFVR 
Database  

In assuring user friendliness of the RFVR Database security system, 
SEAFDEC should consider including the function to allow the change of 
user name and password. 

3.2 Standardization of the 
type of fishing vessels  

Based on the inputs from AMS, the type of gear is standardized to the 
type of fishing vessel as appears in Table 2.  

3.3 Awareness building on 
usage of the RFVR 
Database 

AMS is requested to identify the potential users from other relevant 
inter-agencies and promote the usage of the RFVR Database within the 
country. 

 
 

Table 2: Type of fishing gear and methods and category of Vessel Types used in the RFVR Database 

Country Type of fishing method/gear Type of fishing vessels 

Brunei Darussalam Trawler TRAWLER 

Purse seine PURSE SEINER 
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Country Type of fishing method/gear Type of fishing vessels 

Indonesia Purse Seine (Pukat Cincin) 

Pelagis Kecil 

PURSE SEINER 

Bouke Ami (Stick Held Drift Net) STICK HELD DIP 
NETTER 

Jaring Insang (Gillnet) Hanyut Dasar / Liong 
Bun 

GILLNETTER 

Malaysia Fish Purse-Seine PURSE SEINER 

Trawl Nets TRAWLER 

Anchovy Purse-Seine PURSE SEINER 

Hook & Lines LONGLINER 

Transport CARRIER 

Myanmar Trawler TRAWLER 

Stow STOW NETTER 

Purse Seiner PURSE SEINER 

Trap Setter TRAP SETTER 

Drift/ Gill Nets GILLNETTER 

Philippine Sardine/Mackerel/Scad Purse Seine,  PURSE SEINER 

Tuna Purse Seine TUNA PURSE SEINE 

Ring Net RING NET VESSEL 

Round Haul Seine SEINER 

Tuna Longline, Any Longline LONGLINER 

Trawl Net TRAWLER 

Drive-In Net (Paaling) DRIVE-IN NET VESSEL 

Danish Seine DANISH SEINER 

Beach/ Drag Seine BEACH SEINE 

Bag Net BAG NET VESSEL 

Handline HANDLINER 

Push Net PUSH NET VESSEL 

Others (No Specification) OTHERS 
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Country Type of fishing method/gear Type of fishing vessels 

 Sonar boat, Light boat, Tanker, Skiff boat SUPPORTING BOAT 

Carrier CARRIER 

Thailand Gillnets GILLNETTER 

Purse seine PURSE SEINER 

Otter board trawls TRAWLER 

Pair trawls PAIR TRAWLER 

Push net PUSH NET VESSEL 

Longline LONGLINER 

Viet Nam Pair Trawl Fishing PAIR TRAWLER 

Trawl Fishing TRAWLER 

CRAFT SHOOTING FISHING OTHERS 

Gill Net fishing GILLNETTER 

Fishing Logistic Supporting Boat 

Hook And Line HOOK&LINE VESSEL 

 
4) Updating/Renewing Data of the RFVR Database for 24 Meters in Length and Over to System 

 

Issues/Challenges Recommendations 

4.1 Time lag for 
validating 
fishing vessel 

The Consultation took note of the time lag which might be a problem in 
compilation of fishing vessel information of one (1) whole year. However, it 
should not affect the validity of information in the RFVR Database for real time 
data would be needed for verifying the fishing vessel information by AMS. 

4.2 Time for annual 
renewing/ 
updating of data 

AMS identified the time period for updating or renewing the countries’ fishing 
vessel information for the RFVR Database as follows: 

o Philippines:   1st Quarter of year  

o Malaysia:       1st Quarter of year 

o Thailand:        2nd Quarter of year  

o Myanmar:      3rd Quarter of year 

o Vietnam:        4th Quarter of year  

o Indonesia:      4th Quarter of year 

o Singapore (To revert)   

o Cambodia (To revert) 
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5) Responsibility of National Focal Points (NFP) on the RFVR Database 
 

Issues/Challenges Recommendations 

5.1 Unclear TOR of the 
NFP  

The Meeting agreed on the Term of Responsible (TOR) of the National 
Focal Point (NFP) which aims to enhance the efficiency in coordination  

The National Focal Point would act as representative of the Member 
Country with respect to technical coordination work with SEAFDEC. 
The functions of the National Focal Point are as follows; 

(a) To coordinate on compilation and verification of quality and 
accuracy of data and information of fishing vessels;   

(b) To respond for annual updating of data and information for 
RFVR database;  

(c) To manage the User Account of RFVR-database system of their 
respective countries.  

5.2 Updating of NFP for 
RFVR 

Any addition or change of NFP for RFVR should be submitted officially 
to SEAFDEC. 

 
 

 
V. Reviews of Fisheries Profile of Fishing Vessels less than 24 meters in Length in the Region. 

 
Cambodia 
 
14. The National Focal Point of RFVR for Cambodia Mr. Chhuon Kimchhea, presented “The Marine 
Fishing Vessel Management in Cambodia”. He mentioned the background of the country, classification of 
small scale and commercial fisheries, prohibition areas for trawl operation, fisheries profiles including 
number of marine fishing vessels recorded and number of fishing vessels has fishing license issued by 
Fisheries Administration in 2014, fishing license system, the feature of ship license, fishing license form, 
the problems and issues related to IUU fishing, as well as management frameworks. He explained that the 
vessel registration is divided into two categories: 1) the vessel under 250Hp is ordered to register at the 
provincial Department of Public Works and Transport and 2) the vessel above 250Hp is needed to register 
at the Merchant Marine Department of the Ministry of Transport and Public Work. Likewise, fishing 
license is divided into two categories: 1) fishing vessels with an engine under 33Hp have to apply the 
license at the provincial fisheries cantonment, and 2) fishing vessels with an engine above 33Hp get the 
license from Fisheries Administration. He emphasized that without Vessel Card and Technical Inspection 
Book, fishery authority will not issue the fishing license. Furthermore, the management framework is 
under the fishery law, and proclamation of the government of Cambodia. His presentation as appears in 
Annex 10.   
 
15. The Consultation was clarified that Cambodian coastline consists of four provinces which divided 
into two zone namely zone 1 refers to the coastal zone and zone 2 refers to offshore which is over 20 
meters depth. The reason that many fishing vessels existed without license in Cambodia is that most of 
those vessels are considered as family fishing. Based on the Law on Fisheries of Cambodia, in the article 
32 stipulated that “all types of fishing exploitation in the inland and marine fishery domains, except 
subsistence fishing (family fishing) shall have: 1) to get fishing license, 2) to pay tax and fishing fees to 
the state, and 3) to follow the regulations stipulated in the fishing license”. 
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Indonesia 
 

16. Mr. Muhammad Idnillah, Assistant Deputy Director for Fishing Vessel Identification and 
Measurement Directorate General for Capture Fisheries MMAF, presented the “Reviews of Indonesia 
Fisheries Profile of Fishing Vessels less than 24 meters in Length”. He mentioned that outboard motor is 
the highest number fishing vessel in Indonesia (40.9 %). There are 3 levels of authority for fishing vessels 
licensing and registration in Indonesia, i.e. Central (> 30 GT, for EEZ), Province (>10 – 30 GT, for 4-12 
nm) and District (≤10 GT, for <4 nm). The Ministry of Transportation has the authority for issuing vessel 
license for vessels less than 7 GT. MMAF has the authority for issuing fishing license and fishing vessel 
registration for vessels less than 5 GT and non-power boat. Fee is imposed for the registration of fishing 
vessels above 30 GT. He also mentioned about the problems and issues in Indonesia fisheries, i.e. 
rationalization of fishing vessels structure; development of seaworthiness design for fishing vessels; 
standardization and certification of fishing vessels, fishing gear and fishing vessel crew; registration and 
marking of fishing vessel; development of information systems; and fishing vessel not complying with 
the fishing license. Indonesia has been updating data of fishing vessels license for 30 GT and above, 
every week on the MMAF website (www.kkp.go.id). He explained that Indonesia also has existing 
management frameworks related to IUU fishing activities. His presentation appears as Annex 11. 

 
17. In addition, the criteria of Indonesia fishing vessels which are allowed to fish in international 
waters/others countries must possess special license for oversea operation and the engine capacity should 
be above 30 GT. Moreover, all of fishing vessels above 30 GT should install VMS. The Indonesia 
government would cancel the fishing vessels license for the vessels that did not activate their VMS.   
 
Lao PDR  
 
18. Mr. Chaineuk Phakhounthong, Deputy Director of Provincial Livestock and Fisheries Section, 
Bolikhamxai Province and also the representative for Lao PDR presented the “Fishing Vessel Profile on 
Fisheries License and Boat Registration in Namtheun 2 (NT2) Reservoir, Lao PDR”. He mentioned on 
the background of country, source of fishing production, in Lao PDR (DLF2014), fishing vessel profile in 
NT2 reservoir, issuing fishing license, problem and issues of IUU fishing, management of fisheries 
resource, fisheries co- guideline, (DLF2019) as well as the national strategy for fisheries management and 
development from the present to 2020. He cited that in 2009-2010 total fishermen in NT2 reservoir is 
1,312 people. Furthermore the fishing license is divided into three categories: 1) Commercial fishing 
license, 2) Household consumption fishing license, and 3) Daily fishing ticket. There are main five issues 
of IUU fishing in Laos PDR which are: 1) No have fishing license and vessel registration in Mekong river 
and tributary, 2) Limited of knowledge of fisheries officer and other staffs on IUU fishing issues, 3)   
Lack of fisheries staffs in the province and district level, 4) Lack of knowledge and financial supported 
for data collection of fisheries and 5) Communities of fisheries used of illegal fishing gear. Furthermore, 
the management framework is under the fishery law and proclamation of the government of Lao PDR. 
For developed the fisheries management the government of Lao PDR has the national strategy for 
fisheries management and development from the present to 2020.  His presentation appears in Annex 12.   
 
Malaysia 

19. The Representative from DOF Malaysia and the National Focal Point of RFVR for Malaysia Ms. 
Noraisyah bt. Abu Bakar presented the “Fisheries Profile of Fishing Vessels less than 24 meters in Length 
in Malaysia”. She described that there are five (5) management areas for Malaysia namely West Coast of 
Peninsular facing Indian Ocean, East Coast of Peninsular facing South China Sea, Sarawak facing the 
South China Sea, West Coast of Sabah and Labuan Facing South China Sea, and East Coast of Sabah 
facing Sulu and Sulawesi Seas. She further elaborated on the fisheries profile such as the zoning system, 
type of fishing gears allowed to operate in each zone, size of fishing vessels, as well as the number of 
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registered fishing vessels according to the size of vessel and type of gears. She cited on the fishing license 
system implemented in Malaysia, Monitoring, Control, and Surveillance, legal framework for fisheries 
resources management, existing management frameworks related to IUU fishing activities, as well as 
issues and problems pertaining to IUU fishing activities by vessels less than 24 meters in length. Her 
presentation appeared as Annex 13. 

 
20. Moreover, she described zoning system (A, B, C1, C2, and C3) and method for fishing gear 
identification, including the distance from the shore and size of engine capacity allowed to operate in 
respective zones. Only traditional fishing gears are allowed to operate in Zone A while other commercial 
gears are allowed to operate in zones other than zone A, which are also subjected to the engine capacity. 
In addition, Malaysia also enforces marking system on the fishing vessel to identify the type of gears 
used, e.g. white stripe on the wheel house for trawlers. She further added that the country regulates the 
size of cod-end for trawl net, which shall not exceed 38 mm.   
 
21. Fishing vessels in Zone A and B are owner operated, meaning that only owners are allowed to 
operate their fishing vessels. Meanwhile, fishing vessels in other zones are allowed to be commercially 
operated.  
 
22. As for the operation of vessels in each zone, it was clarified that vessels in each zone are only 
allowed to operate in their respective zones and beyond, but not allowed to operate otherwise. The 
Consultation noted that the zoning system as applied in the Peninsular Malaysia and Sarawak is not 
applied at the West Coast of Sabah and Labuan Facing South China Sea, and East Coast of Sabah facing 
Sulu and Sulawesi Seas.  
 
23. With regards to the Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) in Malaysia, the Consultation was 
enlightened that all fishing vessel including carrier vessels operating in C2 and C3 zones with the engine 
capacity above 70 GRT shall install VMS, as it is one of the licensing requirements. The Resource 
Protection Division under DOF Malaysia is in charge of monitoring of VMS system, which is centralized 
at Putrajaya. The mirror image of the system is available at all state fisheries offices, enabling the 
enforcement officers to undertake immediate action in case of illegal fishing activity. Meanwhile, DOF 
Malaysia also works closely with Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) in surveillance 
activities.  
 
24. In order to strengthen monitoring and surveillance, DOF Malaysia is working towards enforcing 
the application of Automatic Identification System (AIS) system for trawler vessels operating in Zone B 
and C. The project is started with trawler vessels as it has higher tendency to encroach into coastal zones.  
 

Myanmar 

25. The representative from Myanmar, Mr. Saw Aung Ye Htut Lwin presented “Fishing License, Boat 
Registration System and Post State Measurement in Myanmar”. He explained that Myanmar has two 
types of marine capture fisheries, (a) in-shore fishing area which is 10 nautical miles from the shore to 
seaward. Only fishing vessel which is under the 30 feet in length and 25 Hp Engine using non-
mechanized traditional fishing gears is allowed to fish in this area. Mechanized push net, paired trawls 
and baby trawls are prohibited and offshore fishing vessels are prohibited fishing in this area, and (b) off-
shore fishing area which is outer area of inshore to EEZ. More than 25 Hp engine boat and bottom trawl, 
Purse seine, trap, stow net, drift net, long line and squid falling net. According to the 2014-2015 Fisheries 
Statistic Year Book, there are 699 vessels larger than 24m and 2037 vessels smaller than 24 meters are 
using the trawl, purse seine, drift net, fish trap, long line, stow net and squid net. He also informed the 
Consultation that offshore fishing vessels are inspected by one stop service at the checkpoint before and 
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comeback from the sea, while inspection on board at sea is done by Myanmar Navy. Inshore fishing 
vessels are inspected by one stop service in the check point and report to the Department of Fisheries. The 
constrains of offshore fisheries are remote area, insufficient of manpower and facilities for inspection, 
absence and concealment of fishers for vessel registration and need more awareness of fishers. His 
presentation appears in Annex 14.   

 
26. The Consultation was informed that the inshore fishing ground is 10 nm from the shore while the 
off-shore fisheries are outer area of the in-shore to EEZ. In this regard, the off-shore fishing vessels do not 
allow to operate in the inshore area. The Consultation was clarified that fishing vessels less than 24 
meters in length with 20 Hp engine are not allowed to fishing at off-shore area but fishing vessels larger 
than 24 meter length with more than 20 Hp engine are allowed to go off-shore. In addition, the 
Consultation noted that mechanized push net, paired trawls and baby trawls are prohibited in inshore area. 
 
The Philippines 

27. The representative from the Philippines, Mr. Peter Erick M. Cadapan presented the “Country 
Profile of Fishing Vessels Smaller 24 meters”. These include territorial boundaries, legal framework, 
registration and licensing systems. He informed the Consultation that the Philippines have 882 coastal 
cities and municipalities out of the 1,502 total number of cities and municipalities. The Local Government 
Unit was provided the authority to manage coastal waters which is from zero (0) km up to 15 km. Beyond 
15 km up to the EEZ is under the jurisdiction/management of the National Government. Registration of 
commercial fishing vessels (>3GT) is the authority of the Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA) while 
the license is authorized by the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR). He also informed 
that the registration of municipal fishing vessels (<=3GT is the authority of municipalities or the Local 
Government Units (LGU). No fishing license is issued to commercial fishing vessels without registration 
paper from MARINA. Based on the Fishing Vessel E-Licensing System there are a total of 4,670 fishing 
vessels smaller than 24 meters in length, however this number does not reflect statistics of fishing vessels 
less than 3GT. He further informed that the record of fishing vessel less than 3GT is still in progress and 
currently being implemented in all regions of the country. In addition, he cited the issues of IUU fishing 
activities associated with fishing vessels smaller than 24 meters in length such as fishing without valid 
license and intrusion of commercial fishing vessels in municipal waters. He then highlighted the existing 
management frameworks related to IUU fishing activities to address the issues such as moratorium on the 
issuance of new fishing license, FAD closure period from July-September every year. Licensing fishing 
vessels and gear is combined under one license known as the Commercial Fishing Vessel and Gear 
License (CFVGL) with 3 years validity. The said license affectivity date shall be based on the date of 
payment of the license fee. His presentation appears as Annex 15.   
 
Singapore 

28. The representative from Singapore and the National Focal Point of RFVR for Singapore, Mr. Teh 
Kihua presented the “Country Profile on Fishing Vessels Smaller than 24 meters in Length”. He briefed 
the background on legal, licensing systems for fishing vessels, fishing gears and fishers. He added that 
fishing vessels are divided into three categories i.e. offshore, inshore, and carrier. He then informed the 
Consultation on number of fishing vessels, average length, average GRT, operating area and fishing gear 
for each category. The Consultation noted that majority of vessels is carrier vessel. He also informed the 
Consultation on issues of potential IUU fishing activities such as no sight of local/foreign vessels in local 
waters by fisheries department, no fisheries enforcement patrol vessels and no fisheries officers on coast 
guard or navy patrol vessels. He further informed the Consultation on the existing management 
frameworks that address IUU fishing activities such as strict licensing conditions, no new inshore license 
and no transfer allowed. His presentation appears as Annex 16. 
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Thailand 

29. The representative from Thailand and the National Focal Point of RFVR for Thailand, Dr. 
Kamonpan Awaiwanont presented “Fisheries Profile of Fishing Vessels less than 24 meters in Length in 
Thailand”. He explained that the fishing vessels were classified into 3 categories which are 1) less than 14 
meters, 2) 14-18 meters, and 3) 18-24 meters. He also explained on the zoning/management area for 
fishing gears in Thailand containing detail of area for zoning /management, type of fishing gears, length 
of vessel and number of vessels. Moreover, he explained the fishing license system in Thailand that the 
period of fishing license is one year round starting from 1st April to 31st March and the license is issued by 
the District Fishery Office in 23 coastal provinces. Lastly, he cited the existing management frameworks 
related to IUU fishing activities of fishing vessels less than 24 meters in length. His presentation appears 
in Annex 17. 
 
Viet Nam 
 
30. The representative from Viet Nam, Dr. Nguyen Thanh Binh presented the “Status of Viet Nam 
Fishing Vessels less than 24 meters in Length”. He described the classification of fishing vessels, fishing 
gear, fishing license including the features of fishing license and procedures of issuing a fishing license, 
the issues in fishing vessel management of Viet Nam as well as the legal and policy framework have been 
conducting in fisheries management in Viet Nam. He also mentioned number of fishing vessels which 
have been registered in 2014 were 113,725 fishing vessels including 29,217 fishing vessels more than 90 
Hp and the number fishing vessels less than 90 Hp was 84,508 units, in which there were 51,904 fishing 
vessels smaller than 20 Hp. He emphasized that, according to the regulation of Vietnamese government, 
fishing vessels less than 90 Hp are only operate in inshore area, and offshore are is for fishing vessels 
more than and over 90 HP. In the connection, he shown that, the fishing license of Viet Nam under the 
fishing law, the authority of issuing and withdrawing fishing license was divided into two levels including 
central level and provincial level. The Central level will issue fishing license for foreign fishing vessels 
operating in Vietnamese waters and Vietnamese fishing vessels operating outside of Vietnamese water, 
whereas all of fishing boats registered in province will be issued by provincial level. He also stressed that, 
Vietnamese government has launched many legal documents including decrees and circulars for fisheries 
management in general and fishing vessels management in particular and always follow the regulations 
and treaties that Viet Nam has signed with the international community. His presentation appears in 
Annex 18. 
 
SEAFDEC/TD 
 
31. The Head of Information and Communication Technology Section of the SEAFDEC Training 
Department, Mr. Kongpathai Saraphaivanich presented the “Fisheries Profile of Fishing Vessels less than 
24 meters in Length” which are summarized from all Country profile’s presentations earlier as well as the 
information from the previous RTC. He stated on the number of fishing vessels less than 24 meters in 
length (Table 3), fishing zone and management (Table 4), fishing license system (Table 5) as well as 
issues pertaining IUU fishing by fishing vessels less than 24 meters and existing management framework. 
He informed the Consultation on the category of fishing vessel less than 24 meters by the Global Record, 
FAO as well as SEAFDEC Statistical Bulletin. His presentation appears as Annex 19. 
 
Table 3: Number of fishing vessels less than 24 meters in length  
 

Country  2011  2012  Present  

Brunei 2,476  2,525  No information 
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Country  2011  2012  Present  

Cambodia  6,596 
(list of fishing vessel 

recorded) 

6,742 
(list of fishing vessel 

recorded) 

5,382 
(2014) 

(list of fishing vessel 
recorded) 

Indonesia  569,105  No information ˜500,000  

Lao PDR  1,615  No information No information 

Malaysia  49,673  54,169  55,208  

Myanmar  30,900  29,685  28,259  

Philippine  472,804  472,804  478,475  

Singapore  36  36  157 
(Include fish carriers)  

Thailand  33,050 
fishing vessel 

registration record 

39,995 
  fishing vessel 

registration record  

16,423 
(2013) 

No. of fishing gear 
license record  

Viet Nam  127,700  122,812  113,280  

 
Table 4: Fishing zone and management 
 

Country  Zone 1  Zone 2  Zone 3  Zone 4  

Brunei  0-3 nm  3-20 nm  20-45 nm  45-200 nm  

Cambodia  shore-20 m depth  20 m depth to 
EEZ limit  

  

Indonesia  • 0-2 nm 
• 2-4 nm  

4-12 nm  12-200 nm   

Malaysia  shore-5nm  5-12 nm  12-30 nm  30 nm – EEZ limit  

 Zone 1  Zone 2  

Myanmar  shore -10 nm  outer area of Zone 1 to EEZ limit  
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Country  Zone 1  Zone 2  Zone 3  Zone 4  

Philippine  Within 15 km from shoreline  Beyond 15 km from shoreline  

Singapore  Inshore 
(within port limits)  

Offshore 
(within EEZ) 

Thailand  3 km from shoreline of 13 provinces 

  3 nm from shoreline of 10 provinces  
(trawler and push net only)  

 3 km to EEZ limit of 13 
provinces  

 3 nm to EEZ limit of 10 
provinces  

(trawler and push net only)  

 Within 5 nm from shoreline are 
prohibited  
(Anchovy falling nets  
Anchovy lift nets and other lift net)  

Within 5 nm from shoreline are 
prohibited  
(Anchovy falling nets  
Anchovy lift nets and other lift net)  

Viet Nam   Shore line to 30 m depth in Northern 
and Southern area  

 Shore line to 50 m depth in Central 
area  

Out area of Zone 1 to EEZ limit  

 
Table 5: Fishing license system 
 

Country Fishing license system 

Brunei   Individual fishing license, authorized by DOF  

 Commercial fishing license, authorized by Ministry of Industry and Primary 
Resources  

Cambodia   Fishing vessels with an engine under 33 Hp, licensing by Provincial fisheries 
cantonment  

 Fishing vessels with an engine above 33 Hp, licensing by central Fisheries 
Administration  

 Fishing license valid in 1 year  

Indonesia   Vessel < 5 GT (registration) authorized by District 

 Vessel 5-10 GT authorized by District  

 Vessel > 10 – 30 GT, authorized by Province  
 Vessel > 30 GT, authorized by Central  

Malaysia  Authorize by DOF, Malaysia and DOF Sabah  valid for 1 year  
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Country Fishing license system 

Myanmar   In-shore fishing license, authorized by DOF (township officer)  

 Off-shore fishing license and fish carrier, authorized by DOF  

Philippine   Registration of commercial fishing vessels (>3.0 GT) is under the authority of 
MARINA while license for commercial fishing vessels is being issued by 
BFAR.  

 No fishing license is issued to commercial fishing vessels without registration 
paper from MARINA.  

 Valid/ renewable every 3 years 
 Registration of fishing vessels 3 GT and below is the authority of the 

municipalities/ cities (LGUs)  

Singapore   Validity for 1 year, renewable and issued by AVA 

 Licensing for inshore and offshore fishing vessels  
 Licensing inboard and outboard fish carrier  

Thailand  One year round beginning from April 1 to March 31 in next year. The license is 
issued by DOF (district fishery officer) in 23 coastal provinces.  

Viet Nam  Fishing license is valid for 1 year  
  Central level: foreign fishing vessels; Vietnamese fishing vessels operating 

outside of Viet Nam Sea. 
  Provincial level: all the fishing boats registered in the province  

 
VI. Group Discussion on Identification of Problems and Issues in IUU Fishing Activities by 

Fishing Vessels less than 24 meters in Length 
 
32. Due to limitation time available for group discussion, the Consultation agreed to discuss the sub-
agenda 5.2: Groups discussion on identification of problems and issues in IUU activities by fishing 
vessels less than 24 meters in panel.  
 
33. The Consultation was requested to provide suggestion on the criteria to be used for inclusion of 
vessel less than 24 meters. In this regard, the representative from Singapore requested SEAFDEC to put a 
remark that the majority of vessels of Singapore are carrier. He then queried whether there would be the 
same Database or separate. He raised the concern that there are vessels less than 24 meters operate outside 
the country. So, it should be included in the same Database. The representative from the Philippines also 
agreed that those vessels less than 24 meters and operate outside the national jurisdiction should be 
recorded in the RFVR Database. He also mentioned that the fishing vessels registered by municipal unit 
should be included in the Database.  
 
34. The representative from Thailand requested SEAFDEC to put a remark that in 2013 the number 
of fishing vessels of the country are registered and recorded by the Marine Department while in 2014 is 
the number of fishing gear licenses which have been issued by the Department of Fisheries. 
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35. The representative from Myanmar raised the concern that the existing licensing system of the 
country has not yet proper recorded in some areas and wished to discuss this mater again in the next 
meeting.  
 
36. Since the existing Database for 24 meters in length and over is still premature, the representative 
from Malaysia suggested ASEAN-SEAFDEC to focus more on the usage and management of this 
Database. Before extending the work to smaller size of vessel, she commented that a tangible outcome of 
the use of the RFVR Database for 24 meters in length and over should be realized.  
 
37. Regarding the data of fishing vessel less than 24 metes in length, the representative from Lao 
PDR informed the Consultation that he will coordinate and consult with the responsible person in his 
office and will inform SEAFDEC directly later on. In addition, he also informed that the nomination’s 
name of RFVR National Focal Point for Lao PDR will be sent to SEAFDEC after consultation with the 
DOF, Lao PDR. 
 
38. The representative from Indonesia raised the concern that fishing license for small fishing vessel 
size below 5 GT is issued by the District and there is no permit for sharing of such vessels. In addition, he 
informed that engine of small fishing vessels are usually modified from truck engine then the serial 
numbers would be varied. 
 
39. The representative from Cambodia supported the inclusion of fishing vessels less than 24 meters 
in length in the same Database. Moreover, the number of fishing vessel should be categorized by small-
scale, medium-scale, and large-scale. She also requested SEAFDEC to send a review or existing 
data/information of small fishing vessels to all Member Countries prior to the next meeting so the 
National Focal Point for RFVR could have chance to discuss internally with responsible agencies as well 
as higher authority within the Department. 
 
40. The representative from Viet Nam strongly supported that we should concentrate on the 
completion of data for RFVR Database for 24 meters in length and over while the fishing vessels less 
than 24 meters in length mainly operate in the state waters. Therefore, the inclusion of such data into the 
RFVR Database is not necessary at this time. 

 
41. The representative from SEAFDEC/SEC queried the issues on how small vessels do 
poaching/IUU fishing in other states and what size of vessels should be selected. In this regard, he agreed 
with the representative from Malaysia that outcome of implementation of the RFVR Database for 24 
meters in length and over should be monitored. In response, DSG suggested that we may not be strict on 
the length while another category might need to be considered and urged the Member Countries to bring 
back and consult internally before coming to the next meeting. He added that by end of July the renew 
data in the Database will be launched, he then requested the Member Countries to utilize and check 
whether there is some weak points or errors that should be amended. 

 
42. In conclusion, due to many fishing vessels less than 24 meters in length but not meant small and/ 
or medium size fishing vessels that are involved or operated outside the EEZ in which those vessels needs 
to be included in the RFVR database. However, since there is not clear on size limit of fishing vessels less 
than 24 meters, SEAFDEC is therefore requested to examine the overall size in length of fishing vessels 
in the ASEAN Member States in order to find the size limit in length that needed to be included in the 
existing RFVR. 
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VII. Closing of the Consultation 
 

The Deputy Secretary-General of SEAFDEC, Mr. Hajime Kawamura expressed his sincere gratitude to 
all participants for their hard work and active participation in this three-day the Regional Technical 
Consultation. He cited that through active discussions, the “Policy Recommendation, Strategies and Way 
Forward for AMSs and SEAFDEC to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate IUU Fishing through Utilization of 
RFVR Database for 24 Meters in Length and Over” could be successfully compiled and this is a further 
step in brushing up the RFVR as a tool to combat IUU fishing in the region. At this juncture, he also cited 
that it was a good opportunity to share and clarify information on each country’s management scheme for 
fishing vessels smaller than 24 meters in length. Since there are several initiatives related to IUU fishing 
including development of the RFVR Database, he then requested the Member Countries on the 
importance of information sharing and coordination between different participants as well as the 
importance of good coordination among relevant agencies and staff within the Member Countries. With 
that note, he declared the Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessels Record: Use 
and Way Forward of FRVR Database as a Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asian 
Region closed. His Closing Remarks appears as Annex 20. 
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SEAFDEC Deputy Secretary General & Deputy Chief of TD 

Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessel Record (RFVR): Use and Way 
Forward of RFVR Database as a Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing  

in Southeast Asian Region 
Pattaya, Chonburi Province, Thailand, 2-4 June 2015 

Distinguished Participants from SEAFDEC Member Countries, SEAFDEC Secretariat, SEFDEC 
Training Department, Ladies and Gentlemen, Good morning! 

It is indeed my great pleasure to welcome you all to this “Regional Technical Consultation on the 
Regional Fishing Vessel Record (RFVR): Use and Way Forward of RFVR Database as a 
Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing”.  

We are all aware that IUU fishing undermines national and regional efforts for fisheries management, 
and inhibits progress towards sustainable utilization of fisheries resources.  We are also aware that 
IUU fishing is not a simple issue, and we see various forms of IUU fishing within Southeast Asian 
Region.   

In order to support efforts of SEAFDEC Member Countries to combat IUU fishing, SEAFDEC has 
been working on projects for Promotion of countermeasures to reduce IUU fishing, with funding and 
technical support by the Japanese Trust Fund (JTF).  

One of the activities under this project is development of Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) 
for vessels 24 meters in length and over.  As a result of a series of workshops and meetings, we 
successfully agreed with the basic requirements of the RFVR, and RFVR for vessels 24 meters in 
length and over was officially launched this April, during the 47th SEAFDEC Council meeting. 

However, I would like to reiterate that compilation of Regional Fishing Vessel database is not our 
goal.  We must note that RFVR is just a tool to combat IUU fishing in the region.  So, we have to 
consider practical strategies about how we will actually combat IUU fishing by making use of RFVR 
as a powerful and concrete tool.  

I also would like to point out another aspect of RFVR.  Because RFVR is a comprehensive set of 
information on vessels with certain size, RFVR can be used as an effective tool to facilitate domestic 
information sharing and coordination among Ministries and Agencies within ASEAN Member States 
for better enforcement of such vessels. 

Furthermore, one more issue for our consideration is our way forward to the inclusion of smaller 
vessels in the RFVR, that is, vessels less than 24 meters in length. 

As a fora for SEAFDEC Member Countries to discuss these issues, SEAFDEC Training Department 
organizes this three-day meeting.  

Although we have a lot of challenging tasks ahead of us, I hope you work earnestly and closely 
together to attain our common goal. I am confident that we can achieve our goal, and take one more 
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step forward towards sustainable utilization of fishery resources for food security of all people in the 
region, not only for people today but also for people in the next generation. 

With that, Ladies and Gentlemen, I take great pleasure in declaring this important RTC open.  I look 
forward to a great success of this RTC, and encourage your active participation and contribution to 
this meeting. 

Thank you once again and have a good day! 
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Background

SEAFDEC assist AMS to combat IUU fishing
“Promotion of Sustainable Fisheries and IUU Fishing-

related Countermeasures in Southeast  Asia”

Extent of practicing IUU fishing in the region

Establishment 
of

RFVR

45th SEAFDEC 
Council Meeting

22th ASWGFi

SOM-35th AMAF

Expert Group Meeting on Fishing 
licensing and Boats Registration

(2012)

Technical Workshop on RFVR 
Database Development and 

Management in Southeast Asia 
(2014)

The Regional Technical 
Consultation on RFVR

(2015)

Management tool to reduce IUU fishing

 Management tool to reduce IUU fishing 
 Collaboration initiative of AMSs intend to share 

information on fishing vessels identification and other 
relevant data/information

 Providing AMSs with reliable and rapid tools to share 
information on vessels engaging in “International Fishing 
Operations”

 A practical tool for related authorities of AMSs 
elimination of IUU fishing in the region

 Facilitation AMSs to take coordinated countermeasures 
against IUU fishing 

 AMSs understands on the usage and application of the RFVR 
Database for 24 meters in length and over as a tool to reduce IUU 
fishing;

 Management and updating of the RFVR Database for 24 meters in 
length and over;

 Develop the strategies and way forward for AMSs and SEAFDEC to 
prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing through utilization of the 
RFVR 24m in length and over;

 Initiative activities of the RFVR Database less than 24 meters which 
appropriate range of vessels length to reduce IUU fishing in the 
region.

 Strategies and way forward for AMSs and SEAFDEC to 
prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing through 
utilization of RFVR;

 Agreement of AMSs on management and updating the 
RFVR 24 meters in length and over;

 Conclusion and way forwards on managing of fishing 
vessel less than 24m in length.

Agenda 1: Opening of the Consultation

Agenda 2: Introduction of the Consultation

Agenda 3: Adoption of the agenda and arrangements of the 

Consultation

Agenda 4: RFVR for 24 meters in length and over
4.1 Introduction of the RFVR Database for 24 meters in length  and 

over 

4.2 Problems and issues on RFVR data submission to SEAFDEC

4.3 Updating of the RFVR Database for 24 meters in length and over

4.4 SEAFDEC initiatives to combating IUU fishing in the Southeast 
Asian Region

4.5 Usage and application of RFVR Database for 24 meters in length 
and over as a tool to reduce IUU fishing  

4.6 Policy recommendations, strategies and way forward for AMSs 
and SEAFDEC to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing through 

utilization of RFVR 
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Agenda 5: Management scheme for fishing vessels less than 
24 meters

5.1 Reviews of fisheries profile of fishing vessels less than  
24 meters in length in the region

5.2 Group discussion on identification of problems  and 
issues in IUU activities by fishing vessel less than 24 
meters in length

5.3 Report of group discussion on identification of problems  
and issues in IUU activities by fishing vessel less than 24 
meters in length

5.4 Conclusions and way forwards on managing of fishing 
vessels less than 24 meters in length

Agenda 6: Closing of the Consultation

 The Council Director for Indonesia informed:

◦ The evaluation on recording of vessels 24 m in length and over could be 
completed by the end of April 2015 

◦ The results would be submitted to SEAFDEC as soon as possible to be used in 
updating the national data in the RFVR Database. He also suggested that during 
the workshop on RFVR in 2015, the number of vessels submitted by the AMSs to 
SEAFDEC should be reviewed in order that the veracity of the data could be 
confirmed. 

 The Council Director for Thailand informed: 

◦ Thailand is reviewing and updating the data for the RFVR Database since the 
country is improving its registration/license system which could possibly affect the 
data originally submitted to SEAFDEC. 

 Sharing the information in the RFVR Database with non-AMS and 
suggested that a mechanism should be developed for non-AMS 
(e.g. RPOA-IUU member countries which are not members of 
SEAFDEC) to share information on their vessels in the future.

 During the workshop on RFVR in 2015, the number of vessels 
submitted by the AMSs to SEAFDEC should be reviewed in order 
that the veracity of the data could be confirmed. 
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Tuesday 2 June 2015

0830-0900 Registration
Chairperson by Mr.Hajime Kawamura

0900-0910 Agenda 1: Opening of the Consultation 

0910-0940 Agenda 2: Introduction of the Consultation
(Mr.Kongpathai Saraphaivanich)

0940-1000 Agenda 3: Adoption of the agenda and arrangements of the Consultation

1000-1030 Coffee/tea break and group photo

1030-1200 Chairperson by Mr.Bundit Chokesanguan
Agenda 4: RFVR for 24 meters in length and over

4.1  Introduction of the RFVR Database for 24 meters in length and over
(Ms.Namfon Imsamrarn)

4.2  Problems and issues on RFVR data submission to SEAFDEC
(Ms.Namfon Imsamrarn)

4.3  Updating of the RFVR Database for 24 meters in length and over
(Mr.Kongpathai Saraphaivanich

1200-1330 Lunch break

1330-1400 4.4  SEAFDEC initiatives on combating IUU fishing in the Southeast 
Asian Region (Dr.Somboon Siriraksophon)

1400-1500 4.5  Usage and application of RFVR Database for 24 meters in length 
and over as a tool to reduce IUU fishing. (Ms.Yanida Suthipol)
In cases of

 Vessels operation in the country

 Vessels operation in another coastal state by licenses
 Double flagging

1500-1530 Coffee/tea break

1530-1700 4.5  Usage and application of RFVR Database for 24 meters in length 
and over as a tool to reduce IUU fishing. In cases of 

 Vessels operation in the high sea
 Transferring of vessels
 Cloning vessels 
 Type of fishing license

Wednesday 3 June 2015

Chairperson by Mr.Bundit Chokesanguan
0900-1000 4.5  Usage and application of RFVR Database for 24 meters in length and 

over as a tool to reduce IUU fishing. In cases of 
 Vessels use the fake flag
 Vessel A pass country B go to country C

1000-1030 Coffee/tea break

1030-1200 4.6  Policy recommendation, strategies and way forward for AMSs and 
SEAFDEC to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing through utilization of 
RFVR
(Dr.Somboon Siriraksophon)

1200-1330 Lunch break

1330-1500 Agenda 5: Management scheme for fishing vessels less than 24 meters
5.1  Reviews of fisheries profile of fishing vessels less than 24 meters in 
length in the region

 Cambodia
 Indonesia

 Lao PDR
 Malaysia
 Myanmar

1500-1530 Coffee/tea break

1530-1700 Agenda 5: Management scheme for fishing vessels less than 24 meters
5.1  Reviews of fisheries profile of fishing vessels less than 24 meters in 
length in the region

 Philippines
 Singapore

 Thailand
 Viet Nam
 SEAFDEC/TD

Thursday 4 June 2015

Chairperson by Mr.Bundit Chokesanguan
0900-1000 Agenda 5: Management scheme for fishing vessels less than 24 meters

5.2  Groups discussion on identification of problems and issues in IUU 
activities by fishing vessels less than 24 meter

(Facilitator by Dr.Yuttana Theparoonrat and Mr.Sutee Rajruchithong)

1000-1030 Coffee/tea break

1030-1200 Agenda 5: Management scheme for fishing vessels less than 24 meters
(Continued)

5.2  Groups discussion on identification of problems and issues in IUU 
activities by fishing vessels less than 24 meter

(Facilitator by Dr.Yuttana Theparoonrat and Mr.Sutee Rajruchithong)

1200-1330 Lunch break

28



Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessel
Record (RFVR): Use and Way Forward of RFVR Database as a 
Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asian Region
2 – 4 June 2015, Pattaya, Chonburi, Thailand

Annex 4

1330-1430 Agenda 5: Management scheme for fishing vessels less than 24 meters
5.3  Report of groups discussion on identification of problems and 
issues in IUU activities by fishing vessels less than 24 meter (Cont’d)

1430-1530 Agenda 5: Management scheme for fishing vessels less than 24 meters
5.4  Conclusions and way forwards on managing of fishing vessels less 
than 24 meter in length 
(Dr.Somboon Siriraksophon)

1530-1600 Coffee/ tea break

1630-1700 Agenda 6: Closing of the Consultation 

1800-2000 Reception Dinner

29



Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessel
Record (RFVR): Use and Way Forward of RFVR Database as a 
Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asian Region
2 – 4 June 2015, Pattaya, Chonburi, Thailand

Annex 5

Database System for 
Regional Fishing Vessels Record 
(RFVR) of Vessels 24 meters in 

Length and Over

Namfon Imsamrarn

Agenda 4.1

2 – 4 June 2015
Pattaya City, Chonburi Province, Thailand

Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) : 
Use and Way Forward of RFVR Database as a Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing in

Southeast Asian Region

RFVR-24m Database System

2

1. Accessing the RFVR‐24m Database System

2. Structure of the Main Database Webpage

3. Searching for Vessel Information

5. Changing the Username and/or Password

4. Editing the User Profile

1. Accessing the RFVR-24m Database 
System

3

www.seafdec.or.th/rfvr/index.php

Web Address (URL)

4

CAPTCHA Code

CAPTCHA Code or Completely Automated Public Turing Computer and Humans 
Apart Code is a program that protects websites against bots by generating and 
grading tests that humans can read but current computer programs cannot.

5

namfon

********

fenzq

Example
1. User forgets the Username and/or Password.
2. Account is locked.

6

namfon

********

fenzq

Why is the Account locked ?

User enters invalid Password 
three (3) times
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7

namfon

********

fenzq

8

ACCOUNT
(USERNAME & PASSWORD)

check

Registration Form Main Webpage

after register

9

Important Notes :

User Account could be 
accessed by only a single 
User at a time

User would automatically 
be logged‐out while being 
inactive in the System for 
30 minutes, and should 
need to re‐login

2. Structure of the Main 
Database Webpage

10

11

Username Indicator

Help Function

Main Menu

Search Parameters

Search Function

Page Number Indicator

Show All Data Function

6 Reset Function

More Information Function
List of Vessels Record

Print Function

Export to Excel Function

Indicator of Number of Vessels

3. Searching for Vessel Information

1220‐21 August 2014, Pattaya, 
Thailand
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Searching : one parameter

13

Target : Malaysian Flag

How to searching :

Step 2 Click “SEARCH” button

Show the results from searchStep 3

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 1 Select Vessel Flag = “Malaysia”

Searching : two parameter

14

Target : Myanmar Flag, 
specifically for Purse seiner

How to searching :

Step 2
Select “PURSE SEINER” in Vessel Type

Step 3 Click “SEARCH” button

Show the results from searchStep 4

Step 1

Step 3

Step 4

Step 2

Step 1
Select “MYANMAR” in  Vessel Flag  

15

More Information Button

4. Editing the User Profile

1620‐21 August 2014, Pattaya, 
Thailand

5. Changing the Username 
and/or Password

1720‐21 August 2014, Pattaya, 
Thailand

Logout

1820‐21 August 2014, Pattaya, 
Thailand
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Problems and Issues on 
the RFVR‐24m Data, 

Submission to SEAFDEC

Namfon Imsamrarn

Agenda 4.2

2 – 4 June 2015
Pattaya City, Chonburi Province, Thailand

Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) : 
Use and Way Forward of RFVR Database as a Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing in

Southeast Asian Region

Introduction 

2

 The RFVR‐24m was established and launched at the 
47th Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council in April 2015 

 With aims to support for official use to 
reduce/against the IUU fishing vessels within the 
region. 

 Usage of the RFVR‐24m would be effective or not, it 
is depend on the quality/ accuracy of the data/.   

 This paper provides pre‐analysis for technical 
problems and issues from submitted data of 6 AMSs 
to SEAFDEC

Aims of this paper:  

3

 This paper provides pre‐analysis for technical 
problems and issues from submitted data of 6 AMSs 
to SEAFDEC

 We identify the technical problems of 
data/information that would give many scenarios on 
IUU activities <suspected> 

 Improvement of Fishing Vessel registration/licensing 
are needed;

 to increase the effectiveness of the RFVR‐24m as a 
management tools 

Overall Existing Data from AMS

2 – 4 June 2015 4

Problems and Issues of RFVR Data -1

5

2.  Error of Data Recording
2.1_Miss typing 

BN: Vessel #2 Number of Crew = 72
MY: Vessel #60,  Length  = 999.99
MM: Vessel #109 Length  = 94.10,  Breath = 78.16

6

2.2   Incomplete data

Problems and Issues of RFVR Data -2

2.  Error of Data Recording
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7

> same vessel are double counting):

PH: Vessel # 96   =   Vessel #99
PH: Vessel # 97   =   Vessel #101
PH: Vessel # 95   =   Vessel #98

Problems and Issues of RFVR Data -3

3.  Double Recording

8

4) Two vessels have same Serial Engine Number,  but 
different Vessel Name

PH: Vessel #86  and #87   have the same engine serial 
# 8DC7

Problems and Issues of RFVR Data -4

9

5) Two vessels have same all information but 
difference Serial 

MY: Vessel #12  and #13 have difference Serial Number only

Problems and Issues of RFVR Data -5

10

6) Two vessels have same all information but difference       
Owner name, or  Same vessel with difference Owners, and 
was double recorded

MY: Vessel #15  and #16 all information are same excepted Owner Name

Problems and Issues of RFVR Data -6

11

7) One vessel was double recorded with different Type 
of Gears

MY: Vessel #111, #112 and #113, all same information exception 
for Type of Gear

Problems and Issues of RFVR Data -7

12

8) Two vessels have different names and Serial Engine 
but same Registration No.

MM: Vessel #455 and #456

Problems and Issues of RFVR Data -8

34



Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessel
Record (RFVR): Use and Way Forward of RFVR Database as a 
Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asian Region
2 – 4 June 2015, Pattaya, Chonburi, Thailand

Annex 6

13

9) Two vessels have the same Vessel Name (same Owner 
but different all information)

MM: Vessel #194 and #195

Problems and Issues of RFVR Data -9

14

10) Two vessels have the same Vessel Name  (different 
Owner and all information)

MM: Vessel #261 and #262 

Problems and Issues of RFVR Data -10

15

11) One Vessel but double record in different Port of Registry and 
having different fishing area)

MM: Vessel #394 and #423 

Problems and Issues of RFVR Data -11

16

12) Problems on Local Language of Vessel Name

Problems and Issues of RFVR Data -12

Agenda 4.2

THANK YOU

2 – 4 June 2015
Pattaya City, Chonburi Province, Thailand

Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) : 
Use and Way Forward of RFVR Database as a Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing in

Southeast Asian Region
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Country 2011 2012 2014

Brunei 4 4 3

Cambodia Nil Nil Nil

Indonesia 1,722 ‐ ‐

Lao PDR Nil Nil Nil

Malaysia 83 66 140

Myanmar 665 664 664

Philippine 596 596 1,001

Singapore Nil Nil Nil

Thailand 865 747 219

Viet Nam 300 313 445

Country Name of NFP E‐mail

Brunei Mr.Zul‐Faisal Haji Saherin Zulfaisal.saherin@gmail.com

Cambodia Mr.Chhuon Kim Chhea kimchhea@yahoo.com

Indonesia Waiting

Lao PDR Waiting

Malaysia Madam Noraisyan binti Abu Bakar noesya@yahoo.com

Myanmar Mr.Myint Zin Htoo mzhfsrddof@gmail.com

Philippines Mr.Severino L. Escobar Jr. jojo_escobar@yahoo.com

Singapore Mr.Teh Kihua teh_kihua@ava.gov.sg

Mr.Adrian Lim Yeong Hun

(Alternate National Focal Point)

adrian_lim@ava.gov.sg

Thailand Mr.Kamonpan Awaiwanont kamonpan10@hotmail.com

Vietnam Mr. Tran Van Luan trvluan@yahoo.com

 Veracity of submission number of fishing vessels  

 Submission of accuracy data

 Translation of local language of vessel name to English 
version

 Submission data on schedule

2015 2016

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar

BN X

ID

MM X

MY X X

PH X X

TH X X

VN X X

Remark: 1) Green label shows the national license period
2) Malaysia 1 year from the date of license issuance
3) Philippine provides a combined license for fishing boat and fishing gear known as "Commercial Fishing Vessel and 
Gear License (CFVGL)" and is valid/renewable every 3 years

4) Viet Nam registration license of fishing vessels is indefinite, The temporary registration of fishing vessels 
(deadline is 90 days). The fishing licenses is one year

SEAFDEC/TD
Send E‐mail to NFP to submit 

the data
(1 month before period of updating
CC: National coordinator and RFPN)

Data 
submission

Updating on 
the RFVR Database

Re‐check data
Data error
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 Confirmation of period of updating

 Consideration of procedure of updating

 Requirement participant from Indonesia and Lao PDR 
to follow up for nomination of National Focal Point 
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SEAFDEC Initiatives on Regional 
Cooperation in Combating IUU 

Fishing in ASEAN Region 

Somboon Siriraksophon
SEAFDEC SECRETARIAT

RTC on the Regional Fishing Vessel Record (RFVR) : 
Use and Way Forward of RFVR Database as a Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing in 

Southeast Asian Region, 2‐4 JUNE 2015, Pattaya City, Chonburi, THAILAND

FORMS OF IUU FISHING

①Illegal Fishing Activities within Country
 Fishing with fake /without license, registration 

 vessel with fishing license but with vessel specifications 
different from those indicated in the license

 vessels carrying more than one flag, fishing in waters 
outside the permitted or designated fishing areas

 Use prohibited fishing gears and methods

 Landing of fish in unauthorized ports, 

 transfer of catch at sea,

②Landing of Catch Across Borders

③Poaching in Other Country’s EEZ

FORMS OF IUU FISHING

③Illegal Fishing and Trading Practices of Live 
Reef Food Fish, Ornamentals, and EAS
 Direct shipments of LRFF from producer to importers that 

bypass in‐country exporters; 

 Illegal/bad practices by stakeholders along the value chain

④IUU Fishing in High Seas & RFMO Areas 
 fishing without permission or during out‐of‐season; 

disregarding catch quotas; 

non‐reporting and underreporting catch volumes and 
species. 

 fish imported or landed from high seas and RFMO areas do 
not come from IUU fishing activities.

SEAFDEC INITIATIVES
 Guidelines to prevent the entry of fish and 

fishery products from IUU activities to the 
supply chain, 

 Establishment of RFVR for Vessels of 24 m in 
length & over, (updated at this meeting)

 ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme, 

 Implementation of the Port State Measures for 
ASEAN Region

 RPOA‐Managing Fishing Capacity (On going)

4

ASEAN GUIDELINES
FOR

PREVENTING THE ENTRY OF FISH 
AND FISHERY PRODUCTS

FROM IUU FISHING ACTIVITIES INTO 
THE SUPPLY CHAIN

MFRDMD in Collaboration with Secretariat

ASEAN GUIDELINES ‐ 1
 IUU fishing can contribute to the overfishing of fish stocks; even 

lead to the collapse of a fishery,  the Guidelines on Combating 
IUU‐fishing is therefore needed; 

 Development are through a series of SEAFDEC meetings from 
2011‐2014, 

 The Guidelines outline the possible future actions in the ASEAN 
region, comprises of 3 parts:

 Part 1: INTRODUCTION

 Part 2: FORMS of IUU FISHING ACTIVITIES occurred in 
the Southeast Asian region; 

 Part 3: MEASURES TO PREVENT the entry of fish and 
fishery products from IUU activities into supply chain

6
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• GOALS:  the supply chain do not come from IUU 
fishing activities

• Specific OBJECTIVES:
– To introduce strategies and measures to prevent the entry of 
fish and fishery products from IUU activities into the supply 
chain by 2015;

– To provide guidance for the AMS to develop and implement 
effective fisheries management for responsible and sustainable 
fisheries by 2017; and

– To promote regional cooperation among the AMS in 
strengthening MCS systems in the supply chain by 2015.

7

ASEAN GUIDELINES ‐ 2

8

ASEAN GUIDELINES ‐ 3

The Guidelines is developed in accordance with international and 
regional instruments: e.g. 

 FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (CCRF), 
including  IPOA‐IUU, PSM agreement; 

 Regional Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries for 
Southeast Asia (RCCRF);

 ASEAN‐SEAFDEC RES and PoA on Sustainable Fisheries for 
Food Security for the ASEAN Region (2001, 2011);  

 RPOA to Promote Responsible Fishing Practices including 
Combating IUU Fishing in Southeast Asia (RPOA‐IUU),. 

 Trade measures introduced by the European Union (EU) such 
as the EC‐ 1005/2008

9

ASEAN GUIDELINES ‐ 3

MEASURES ON PREVENTING ENTRY OF FISH PRODUCTS FROM IUU 
ACTIVITIES are: 

 Managing Fishing Activities within a ASEAN Member States

 Regulating Transshipment and Landing of Fish / Catch across 
Borders

 Preventing Poaching in the EEZs of ASEAN Member States

 Controlling Illegal Fishing and Trading Practices of Live Reef 
Food Fish,

 Reef‐based Ornamentals and Endangered Aquatic Species

 Strengthening the Management of Fishing in the High Seas 
and RFMO Areas

ASEAN CATCH 
DOCUMENTATIONS 

SCHEME

SEAFDEC SECRETARIAT IN 
COLLABORATION WITH MFRDMD

ACDS>	Market	Driven	Measures:	EU

European Union (EU) adopted a market‐driven 
measure known as the “EC Regulation 1005/2008;

The regulation requires a Catch Certificate for all 
imports and landings of fish and fishery products into 
the EU

The scheme places strong emphasis on checking, 
inspection and verification ‘to be carried out 
according to common criteria 

By regulating targeted trade flows to the EU

11

12

Needs approved:
 Fishing vessels
 Landing port
 Processing plants

Others Requirement:
 Effective management & 

enforcement
 Port state control
 Flag state control
 Market state control
 Clear catch certification 

scheme for Importation
 others 

ACDS>	Required	“EC‐Regulation”
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13

ACDS:	Market	Driven	Measures/RFMOs

All RFMOs and arrangements have also moved to 
develop Catch Documentation Schemes as means of 
discouraging IUU fishing

With aims of tracking fish catch being traded in their 
management areas and minimizing opportunities for 
IUU fish products to reach the market.

14

Required	RFMOs‐Catch	Documentation

14

WCPFC

ASEAN CDS VS EC Catch Certification 

16

Required Catch Documentation

16

Intra‐regional fish trade:
 Other captured fishes as raw mat.
 Neritic tuna for canned tuna
 Life reef food fish

China, Japan

USA, Canada

EU, Mideast

Types of ASEAN Catch Documents
Annex II‐A. Catch Declaration/Logbook/Logsheet (CD1)

Annex III‐A. Movement Document (MD1) (option)

Annex V‐A.   ASEAN Catch Certificate for Exportation (ACC)

Appendix 1: Transport Details

Annex IV. Processing Statement (PS) for Re‐export processed fish

Annex VI       ASEAN Re‐export Certificate (AREC) for Imported Fish 
and Fisheries Product from Non‐AMS

Usage of ACDS for 18 Scenarios of Trades

18
Establishment of the ASEAN Catch Certification scheme could facilitate not only intra‐regional 

trade in fish and fisheries products but also enhance the cooperation among the ASEAN 
member countries for the realization of the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) by 2015.
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Regional Cooperation for 
Implementation of the 
Port State Measures in 

ASEAN Region

Secretariat in Collaboration with TD

INTRODUCTION

 FAO‐COFI adopted the IPOA‐IUU in 2001, 
includes the requirement for PSM;

 FAO Voluntary Model Scheme on PSM to 
combat IUU fishing was developed in 2004;

 In 2009, the Agreement on PSM was adopted 
as a legally instrument. 

 The treaty will enter into force 30 days after 
25 nations have ratified it. 

20

OBJECTIVES OF PSM

 To “prevent illegally caught fish from entering 
international markets through ports”. 

Port State needs to take the actions on 
restriction of entry into port, use of port, access to 
port services, in addition the inspection and other 
enforcement activities to FOREIGN‐VESSEL are also 

mentioned in the Agreement. 

21

COUNTRIES CONSTRAINTS 

22

• Existing measures and regulation

• Qualified port inspectors

• Cooperation and Coordination among Inter‐
agencies

• Needed information, appropriate 
technology/equipment and infrastructure

• MCS Network

• Effective Training modules

• Public awareness on PSM

Ways of Thought for ASEAN

23

1) Vessels from Non‐AMS, 

> Apply full operation of PSMA

2) Vessels from AMS 

> Harmonization on the restriction levels
 entry into port, 

 use of port, 

 access to port services

 inspection and 

 other enforcement activities 

Establishment of the Regional 
Fishing Vessels Record for Vessel of 
24m in Length and Over: as Tool to 

Reduce IUU Fishing Vessel 

Training Department
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REGIONAL PLAN OF ACTION 
FOR MANAGING FISHING 

CAPACITY

SEAFDEC SECRETARIAT
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Usage and application 
of RFVR Database for 24 meters 

in length and over 
as a tool to reduce IUU fishing 

SEAFDEC/ Training Department

TARGET USERs 

• Enforcement officers
• Vessel Inspector
• Coastguard
• Marine police
• Navy 
• Vessel registration Unit
• Fishing license unit
• Custom
• Immigration 
• Quarantine
• Port authority
• Fisheries Officer and manager
• Etc.

• Coastal State
• Flag State
• Port State

CONTENT

Case 1.  Vessels operation in the country’s EEZ;

Case 2.  Vessels operation in another coastal 

state with authorized license;

Case 3.  Double flag vessel;

Case 4. Vessels operation in the high seas;

Case 5. Transferring of vessel ownership;

Case 6.  Cloning vessel;

Case 7.  Disregard and More than one fishing license;

Case 8. Vessel uses fake flag, operate in other AMS;

Case 9. Vessel Cruising Country A to C (pass B) 

Scenario: 

• Authorized/home port

• Vessel out from port A1 and entry to port A2

Case 1: Vessels operation in the country’s EEZ

Case 1 Scenario : Authorized/ Home port

Country AEEZ

Checking Items
• Vessel registration no.
• Name of vessel
• Fishing license*
• Owner name
• Type of fishing method/ 

gear
• Name of captain

Description of Countermeasure to IUU fishing: 
‐ Use RFVR‐Database for general check the validated license/registration (may compare 
to port in‐port out form, for some country).
‐ Use RFVR‐database for generally check, if found vessels operated in unauthorized zone
‐ Inspect the fishing boat if find some data incorrect.
‐ Implement Surveillance, if operated in un‐authorized fishing areas

Case 1
Scenario : Vessel out from port A1 and entry 

to port A2

Country AEEZ

Description of Countermeasure to IUU fishing: 
‐ Use RFVR‐Database for general check the validated license/registration (may compare 
to port in‐port out form, for some country).
‐ Use RFVR‐database for generally check, if found vessels operated in unauthorized zone
‐ Inspect the fishing boat if find some data incorrect.
‐ Implement Surveillance, if operated in un‐authorized fishing areas

Checking Items
• Vessel registration no.
• Name of vessel
• Fishing license*
• Owner name
• Type of fishing method/ 

gear
• Name of captain 
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Scenario : 

• Vessel A operate in country B and land in home port

• Vessel A operate in country B and land in country B

• Vessel A operate in country B and land in country C

Case 2: Vessels operation in another coastal state 
by authorized license

Scenario : Vessel A operate in country B and 
land in home port

Checking Items
• Vessel registration no.
• Name of vessel
• Owner name
• Aboard Fishing license*
• Type of fishing method/ 

gear*
• Area of fishing 

operation*
• Port of registry
• IRCS
• Validated registration

Case 2

EEZ

High sea

Fishing license 
from Country B

A

Description of Countermeasure to IUU fishing: 
‐ Use RFVR‐Database to pre‐check the Vessels compare with applied form before given the fishing 
licenses by State B and use database for general check the validated license/registration. 
‐ Check type of fishing method/gear and area of fishing operation  of the vessels before land in 
fishing port.
‐ Implement Surveillance, if Vessel A operated in un‐authorized fishing areas and un‐authorized 
gears/methods.

Fishing license 
from Country B A

EEZ

High sea

Scenario : Vessel A operate in country B and 
land in country B

Checking Items
• Vessel registration no.
• Name of vessel
• Owner name
• Fishing license in B*
• Type of fishing method/ 
gear*

• Area of fishing operation*
• Port of registry*
• Nationality of vessel(flag)*
• IRCS

Case 2

Description of Countermeasure to IUU fishing: 
‐ Require fishing license given to Vessel A.
‐ Use RFVR‐Database to pre‐check the Vessels compare with applied form before given the fishing 
licenses by State B and use database for general check the validated license/registration.
‐ Implement Surveillance, if Vessel A operated in un‐authorized fishing areas and un‐authorized 
gears/methods.
‐ Bilateral agreement A‐B.

Fishing license 
from Country B A

Fishing license 
from Country B

A

EEZ

High sea

Scenario : Vessel A operate in country B and 
land in country C

Checking Items
• Vessel registration no.
• Name of vessel
• Owner name
• Fishing license in B*
• Type of fishing method/ 
gear*

• Area of fishing operation*
• Port of registry*
• Nationality of vessel(flag)*
• IRCS

Case 2

Description of Countermeasure to IUU fishing: 
‐ Require fishing license given to Vessel A.
‐ Use RFVR‐Database to pre‐check the Vessels compare with applied form before given the fishing 
licenses by State B and use database for general check the validated license/registration.
‐ Implement Surveillance, if Vessel A operated in un‐authorized fishing areas and un‐authorized 
gears/methods
‐ Check type of fishing method/gear and area of fishing operation  of the vessels before land in 
fishing port.

Fishing license 
from Country B

A

Scenario: 

• One vessel registered in two countries

Case 3: Double flag vessel

EEZ

High sea

Scenario : A vessel registered in two 
Countries 

Checking Items
• Vessel registration no.
• Name of vessel*
• Fishing license*
• Owner name
• Type of gear/method
• Port of registry
• IRCS
• Engine Brand*
• Serial number of engine*
• Previous flag*
• Date of registration
• Nationality of vessel (flag)*
• Previous name

Case 3

Description of Countermeasure to IUU fishing: 
‐ Use RFVR‐Database to check the status of vessel registration before registering that 
vessel into the countries
‐ Require deregistration document
‐ Implement Surveillance, if operated in un‐authorized fishing areas
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Scenario: 

• Fishing in high sea and return to home port

• Fishing in high sea but land at another AMS ports

Case 4: Vessels operation in the high seas

EEZ

High sea

Scenario : Fishing in high seas and return
to home port

Checking Items
• Vessel registration no.
• Name of vessel
• Owner name
• Fishing license for high sea*
• Type of gear/method
• Area of fishing operation*
• Port of registry
• IRCS
• Nationality of vessel (flag)
• Name of captain*
• Relevant Catch Documents

Case 4

Description of Countermeasure to IUU fishing: 
‐ Based on RFVR Database, Port Authority can make list of vessels operated in High seas.  
‐ Use RFVR Database cross‐check with Catch Documents to ensure that vessels operated 
in high seas with authorized management.
‐ Require fishing license and certificate of fishing registration.
‐ Apply appropriate surveillance. 

EEZ

High sea

Scenario : Fishing in high seas but land to  
another AMS ports

Case 4

Description of Countermeasure to IUU fishing: 
‐ Use RFVR‐Database to check the status of vessel before permission the entry to 
countries.  
‐ Cross‐check with RFMOs database and with Catch Documents to ensure that vessels 
operated in high seas with authorized management.
‐ Apply appropriate surveillance. 
‐ Based on RFVR Database, Port Authority can make list of vessels operated in High seas.  

Checking Items
• Vessel registration no.
• Name of vessel
• Owner name
• Fishing license for  high sea*
• Nationality of vessel 
(flag)*

• Type of gear/method*
• Area of fishing operation*
• Port of registry
• IRCS
• Engine Brand/Serial number
• Date of registration*
• Previous name*
• Previous flag*
• Name of captain*

Scenario: 

• Transferring of vessel’s owner within the country  

• Transferring of vessel’s owner to another AMS

Case 5 : Transferring of vessel’s ownership

Country AEEZ

Scenario : Transferring of vessel’s owner 
within the country

Case 5

Description of Countermeasure to IUU fishing: 
‐ Use RFVR‐database to check the historical data related to owner of the vessels
‐ RFVR‐Database needed to be updated annually for effective use 

Checking Items
• Vessel registration no.
• Name of vessel
• Owner name*
• Type of fishing gear/method
• Port of registry
• Shipyard/ ship builder
• IRCS
• Engine Brand*
• Serial number of engine*
• Date of registration*
• Area of fishing operation
• Nationality of vessel (flag)
• Name of captain

EEZ

High sea

Scenario : Transferring of vessel’s owner to 
another AMS

Case 5

Description of Countermeasure to IUU fishing: 
‐ Use RFVR‐database to check the historical data related to owner of the vessels
‐ RFVR‐Database needed to be updated annually for effective use 

Checking Items
• Vessel registration no.
• Name of vessel
• Owner name*
• Type of fishing gear/method
• Port of registry
• Shipyard/ ship builder
• IRCS
• Engine Brand*
• Serial number of engine*
• Date of registration*
• Area of fishing operation
• Nationality of vessel (flag)*
• Name of captain

45



Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessel
Record (RFVR): Use and Way Forward of RFVR Database as a 
Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asian Region
2 – 4 June 2015, Pattaya, Chonburi, Thailand

Annex 9

Scenario: 

• One fishing license applied for more than one 
vessel

• One registration applied for more than one vessel

Case 6 : Cloning vessel

Country AEEZ

Scenario : One fishing license applied for 
more than one vessel

Checking Items
• Vessel registration no.
• Name of vessel
•Owner name
• Type of fishing method/ 
gear*

• Area of fishing operation*
• Port of registry
• International Radio Call 
Sign

• Brand/Serial number of 
engine*
• Date of registration
• Nationality of vessel (flag)
• Name of captain

Case 6

A

A

One 
Fishing 
License

Description of Countermeasure to IUU fishing: 
‐ Take action by Flag state.
‐ In case, fishing boat arrest or inspect at the sea by navy or coastguard.
‐ Require the fishing license.

Country AEEZ

Scenario : One registration applied for more 
than one vessel

Case 6

A

A

One
Registration 

No.

Description of Countermeasure to IUU fishing: 
‐ Use RFVR‐Database to check the un‐authorized license vessel but use fake registration 
‐ Check the engine number, etc.  
‐ Require the certificate of vessel registration.

Checking Items
• Vessel registration no.*
• Name of vessel
• Owner name
• Type of gear/method*
• Port of registry
• Shipyard/ ship builder
• IRCS
• Date of registration
• Area of fishing operation*
• Brand/Serial number of engine*
• Nationality of vessel (flag)
• Previous name
• Previous flag
• Name of captain

Scenario: 

• Disregard to the fishing license

• Double or more than one fishing licenses

Case 7 : Disregard and More than one fishing license

Country AEEZ

Scenario : Disregard to the fishing licenses 

Checking Items
• Vessel registration no.
• Name of vessel
• Owner name
• Fishing license*
• Type of gear/method*
• Area of fishing operation*
• Port of registry
• IRCS
• Date of registration
• Nationality of vessel (flag)
• Name of captain

License for 
Purse seine

Case 7

Description of Countermeasure to IUU fishing: 
‐ Use RFVR‐Database to check the un‐authorized license gear 
‐ Require fishing license.
‐ Surveillance/enforcement.

Country AEEZ

Scenario : Double or more than one licenses

License 
for Purse seine

License for 
Trawl net

Case 7

Description of Countermeasure to IUU fishing: 
‐ Use RFVR‐Database to check for double fishing licenses to avoid double counting 
number of vessels.
‐ Require fishing license.
‐ Carefully check the registration and licensing.
‐ Improve the electronic system to avoid duplication record.

Checking Items
• Vessel registration no.
• Name of vessel
• Owner name
• Fishing license*
• Type of gear/method*
• Area of fishing operation*
• Port of registry
• IRCS
• Date of registration
• Nationality of vessel (flag)
• Name of captain
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EEZ

High sea

Case 8: Vessel uses fake flag, operated in other AMS

Checking Items
• Vessel registration no.
• Name of vessel
• Owner name
• Type of gear/method
• Port of registry*
• Nationality of vessel (flag)*
• Shipyard/ ship builder
• TRCS
• Date of registration
• Area of fishing operation
• Previous name
• Previous flag

A

Description of Countermeasure to IUU fishing: 
‐ Use RFVR‐Database to inspect the vessel, if those vessels are un‐authorized or use fake 
licenses and fake flag.
‐ In case, fishing boat A poaching in country B water and show the fake flag state A.
‐ Require certificate of vessel registration. 
‐ Implement Surveillance, if operated in un‐authorized fishing areas.

EEZ

High sea

Cass 9: Vessel Cruising Country A to C (pass B) 

Description of Countermeasure to IUU fishing: 
‐ Take action by Coastal state.
‐ Check data of fishing boat who pass their country.
‐ Require certificate of vessel registration and fishing license.

Checking Items
• Vessel registration no.
• Name of vessel
• Owner name
• Type of fishing 
method/ gear*

• Port of registry
• International Radio 
Call Sign

• Date of registration
• Nationality of vessel 
(flag)*
• Area of fishing 
operation*

• Name of captain
• Nationality of captain

47



Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessel
Record (RFVR): Use and Way Forward of RFVR Database as a 
Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asian Region
2 – 4 June 2015, Pattaya, Chonburi, Thailand

Annex 10

Regional Technical Consultation on the RFVR Use and Way 

Forward of RFVR Database as Management  Tool to Reduce 
IUU Fishing in Southeast Asian Region

2-4 June 2015 Chonburi, Thailand

by 

KAO Sochivi and CHHUON Kimchhea,

Fisheries Administration, Ministry of Forestry and Fishery, Cambodia

Marine Fishing Vessel Management in 
Cambodia

Outline

1. Background

2. Fisheries profile

3. Fishing license system

4. Problems and issues of IUU fishing 
activities

5. Existing management frameworks related 
to IUU fishing activities

Cambodia has 435 Km coastlines in the Gulf of Thailand, in which is stretched 

between Vietnamese borders in the south to Thai border in the west. There are four 

provinces located along this coastline namely, 

Koh Kong (237 Km), 

Preah Sihanouk (105 Km), 

Kampot (67 Km) and Kep (26 Km)

Furthermore, the Kingdom of Cambodia 

has her own Exclusive Economic Zone 

(EEZ), the area extended from the shoreline

to 200 nautical miles, which covers 55,600 Km2

Background

Fishing Zones

Countries Fishing Zone 1 Fishing Zone 2 Fishing 

Zone 3

Cambodia From shore line to 20 m depth From 20 m depth to EEZ

limit

Small-scale Fisheries Commercial Fisheries

Cambodia Coastal fisheries 

small-scale fisheries 

with/without engine 

(from 5-50 Hp) 

operating in Zone 1

Commercial fisheries: 

more than 50Hp 

operating in Zone 2

Source: Fishery statistical bulletin of southeast Asia 2009

Classification of small scale and commercial fisheries

Map shows the prohibition areas for trawl operation Fisheries profile

1. No of marine fishing vessels
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Zoning/
management 
area

Type of fishing gear Size of fishing vessel No of fishing 
vessel 

HP Length(m) Width (m) Depth (m)

Zone 1 & 2 Scomberomorus Gill 
Net

41-260 10.7- 17.2 1.2-2.7 1.3-2.4 53

Zone 2 Trawl net 60-315 12-20.3 1.5-3.2 1.5-3.2 48

Zone 1 & 2 Purse seine 240-350 16.5-18.5 3.75-5.2 1.5-2.35 2

Zone 1 & 2 Crab trap 117 13.3-15.8 3.5-3.6 1.5-1.6 2

Zone 1 Clam dredge net 35-65 11-15.3 2.5-3.9 1-1.7 10

Total 115

2. No of fishing vessels registered with FiA (2014)

Fisheries profile (Con’t) Fishing license system
Fishing license divides into two categories:

1. Fishing vessels with an engine under 33HP, licensing by Marine 
Fisheries Administration Inspectorate

2. Fishing vessels with an engine above 33HP, licensing by Fisheries 
Administration 

Note: Without the Vessel Card and Technical Inspection Book, fishery 
authority do not accept to registration for fishing.

Vessel’s Card Technical  Inspection Book

9

Feature of Ship License (Inside page)
Fishing License Form

Problems and Issues
• Many of fishing vessels, especially small fishing vessels less than 33 

HP are usually fish without license.

• Many fishing boats/vessels not meet the technical requirements of 
fishing vessel management to ensure safety, waterway, orderliness and 
the lives of fishermen.

• Trawls are operating in the prohibition areas.

• Fishery products caught from marine large fishing boats sometimes sell 
their catch at the sea to neighboring countries (Thailand and Vietnam).

• Small-scale fishers are free to enter into fishing business difficult to 
control in terms number of fishers and fishing gear used.

• Resources is limited.

• The process of fishing boat registration and the cooperation between 
relevant agencies still weak and need to be improved.

Management frameworks 
• Legal framework  

1. Registration of vessels
Refer to the Ministerial Declaration No. 006, Dated on 01 October, 1999 on Sea 
Shipping Management, and Ministerial Declaration No. 157, Dated on 01 April, 2010 
on Delegation of Powers and Responsibilities, 
- All categories of vessel and boat or ship with capacity of 1ton or more, whether 
belonging to the government, private or semi-government shall have their vessel 
license issued by Merchant Marine Department (MMD) and Provincial Department of 
Public Works and Transport (DPWT).
- The registration is divided into two categories:

1- The maximum power of the vessel under 250Hp is ordered to register to the 
provincial Department of Public Works and Transport. 
2- The maximum power of the vessel above 250Hp is  need to register to the 
Merchant Marine Department of the Ministry of Transport and Public Work.

All application and vessel/boat will be checked up  in place and then making decision 
for getting Licensing Vessel Card and the boat plate number by the Dep’t of Public 
Work and Transport. 
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Management frameworks 
• Legal framework (con’t)

- All marine vessel/boats registered by the Merchant Marine Authorities aims to 
fishing operation can apply to the fishery authority with the Vessel Card and 
Technical Inspection Book, Fishermen should be applying with the using of fishing 
gears to the fishery administrative office.

- Article 45 of the fisheries law : all types of fishery exploitations in the marine 
fishery domain, except subsistence fishing, shall be allowed only in the possession 
of license and these exploitation shall follow the conditions and obligation in the 
fishing logbook.

Management frameworks 
• Legal framework (con’t)

- All fishing vessel/boats need to comply the Prakas (Proclamation) on Technical 
Requirement of Fishing Vessel Management of MAFF and Fishing vessel Logbook 
given by the Fishery authority.

- The registration of vessels wanting to fly the Cambodian flag falls within the 
mandate of the Council of Ministers of the Royal Government of Cambodia.

• The Delegation of the Royal Government of Cambodia and the Delegation of 
the European Commission developed 19 Action Plans Against IUU.

• National technical working group for developing national plan of action to 
combat IUU fishing activities endorsed in February 2015.

• National plan of action to combat IUU fishing activities being drafted

• Strategic Planning Framework for Fisheries 2010-2019 has approved in 2010, 
now being revised and updated.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
ATTENTION

50



Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessel
Record (RFVR): Use and Way Forward of RFVR Database as a 
Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asian Region
2 – 4 June 2015, Pattaya, Chonburi, Thailand

Annex 11

FISHERIES	PROFILE	OF	FISHING	VESSEL	LESS	THAN	24	
METERS	IN	LENGTH	IN	INDONESIA

Direktorat	General	Of	Capture	Fisheries
Ministry	Of	Marine	Affairs	and	Fisheries	Indonesia

1

Pattaya,		3	June	2015

by:
Parlinggoman Tampubolon and	Muhammad	Idnillah

MAP	OF	EXPLOITATION	MAIN	COMMODITY	FISH	RESOURCES	IN	
11	FISHERY	MANAGEMENT	AREA

2

STRUCTURE	OF	FISHING	VESSEL	IN	INDONESIA
(2014)

3

Perahu Tanpa Motor 
(Non Powered Boat)

26.8%

Perahu Motor Tempel 
(Outboard Motor)

40.9%

< 5 GT
22.3%

5 ‐ 10 GT
6.3%

10 ‐ 20 GT
1.9%

20 ‐ 30 GT
1.2%

30 ‐ 50 GT
0.1%

50 ‐ 100 GT
0.3%

100 ‐ 200 GT
0.2%

> 200 GT
0.1%

Perahu Tanpa Motor (Non Powered Boat)

Perahu Motor Tempel (Outboard Motor)

< 5 GT

5 ‐ 10 GT

10 ‐ 20 GT

20 ‐ 30 GT

30 ‐ 50 GT

50 ‐ 100 GT

100 ‐ 200 GT

> 200 GT

Example	of	a	typical	Dug out boat called	“jukung”
(4	– 7	meters	in	length)

Example	of	a	typical	gill	net	fishing	boat	called	“Ijon‐Ijon”
(7	‐ 8,5	meters	in	length)

Example	of	a	typical	purse	seine	fishing	boat	called	“Ijo‐Ijo”
(6	– 15	meters	in	length)
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Example	of	a	typical	handline fishing	boat	called	“sekoci sulawesi”
(8	– 15	meters	in	length)

Example	of	a	typical	purse	seiner	fishing	boat	called	“pekalongan”
(14	– 24	meters	in	length	and	over)

FISHING	LICENCE

9

The authority of fishing vessels licensing and registration :

Authority

Central : >	30	GT	(EEZ)

Province :>10	– 30	GT	(12	NM)

District	: ≤	10	GT	(	<	4	NM)

FISHING	LICENCE	FORM

10

FISHING	ALLOCATION FISHING	LICENSE	
FOR	CATCHER

FISHING	LICENSE	
FOR	CARRIER

REGISTRATION	FOR	FISHING	BOAT	LESS	THAN	5	GT	 FISHING	VESSEL	PROFILE

12

No Zoning/Management Area Type Of Fishing Gear
Size of Fishing Vessel Number of 

Fishing VesselGT Meter

1
WPP‐RI 571 : Malacca 
Strait and Andaman Sea

Trawl, Seine Nets, 
Purse Seine, Gill Net, 

Lift Net, Line and Hook, 
Traps, Other

Dug out boat

< 7

78 089
Small Plank Buit Boat 45 958
Medium Plank Buit Boat 38 308
Large Plank Buit Boat 9 978
Outboard Motor 5 ‐ 9  245 819
< 5 GT 7 ‐10 137 587
5‐10 GT 10‐15 37 694
10‐20 GT 15 ‐ 18 11 583
20‐30 GT 18‐21 7 611
30‐50 GT

21‐ 24
916

50‐100 GT 1 640

2
WPP‐RI 572 : Indian 
Ocean of Western 

Sumatera and Sunda Strait

Trawl, Seine Nets, 
Purse Seine, Gill Net, 

Lift Net, Line and Hook, 
Traps, Other

Dug out boat

< 7

1 585
Small Plank Buit Boat 3 222
Medium Plank Buit Boat 5 721
Large Plank Buit Boat 663
Outboard Motor 5 ‐ 9  20 243
< 5 GT 7 ‐10 7 868
5‐10 GT 10‐15 2 850
10‐20 GT 15 ‐ 18 787
20‐30 GT 18‐21 584
30‐50 GT

21‐ 24
27

50‐100 GT 190
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FISHING	VESSEL	PROFILE

13

No Zoning/Management Area Type Of Fishing Gear
Size of Fishing Vessel Number of 

Fishing VesselGT Meter

3

WPP‐RI 573 : Indian Ocean 
of Southern Java, Southern 

Nusa Tenggara,Sawu 
Sea,and Western of Timor 

Sea                      

Trawl, Seine Nets, Purse 
Seine, Gill Net, Lift Net, 
Line and Hook, Traps, 

Other

Dug out boat

< 7

10 399
Small Plank Buit Boat 2 331
Medium Plank Buit Boat 897
Large Plank Buit Boat 97
Outboard Motor 5 ‐ 9  39 779
< 5 GT 7 ‐10 8 546
5‐10 GT 10‐15 4 989
10‐20 GT 15 ‐ 18 1 881
20‐30 GT 18‐21 1 027
30‐50 GT

21‐ 24
144

50‐100 GT 492

4
WPP‐RI 711 : Karimata 
Strait, Natuna Sea and 

South China Sea     

Trawl, Seine Nets, Purse 
Seine, Gill Net, Lift Net, 
Line and Hook, Traps, 

Other

Dug out boat

< 7

1 284
Small Plank Buit Boat 5 497
Medium Plank Buit Boat 12 110
Large Plank Buit Boat 1 378
Outboard Motor 5 ‐ 9  11 435
< 5 GT 7 ‐10 34 466
5‐10 GT 10‐15 4 734
10‐20 GT 15 ‐ 18 1 124
20‐30 GT 18‐21 702
30‐50 GT

21‐ 24
414

50‐100 GT 530

FISHING	VESSEL	PROFILE

14

No Zoning/Management Area Type Of Fishing Gear
Size of Fishing Vessel Number of 

Fishing VesselGT Meter

5 WPP‐RI 712 : Java Sea

Trawl, Seine Nets, Purse 
Seine, Gill Net, Lift Net, 
Line and Hook, Traps, 

Other

Dug out boat

< 7

836
Small Plank Buit Boat 1 470
Medium Plank Buit Boat 1 039
Large Plank Buit Boat 402
Outboard Motor 5 ‐ 9  43 797
< 5 GT 7 ‐10 16 267
5‐10 GT 10‐15 7 110
10‐20 GT 15 ‐ 18 2 955
20‐30 GT 18‐21 2 517
30‐50 GT

21‐ 24
94

50‐100 GT 240

6
WPP‐RI 713 : Makassar 
Strait, Bone Bay, Flores 

Sea and Bali Sea          

Trawl, Seine Nets, Purse 
Seine, Gill Net, Lift Net, 
Line and Hook, Traps, 

Other

Dug out boat

< 7

6 696
Small Plank Buit Boat 5 511
Medium Plank Buit Boat 4 162
Large Plank Buit Boat 1 898
Outboard Motor 5 ‐ 9  34 508
< 5 GT 7 ‐10 34 193
5‐10 GT 10‐15 8 983
10‐20 GT 15 ‐ 18 2 063
20‐30 GT 18‐21 922
30‐50 GT

21‐ 24
169

50‐100 GT 393

FISHING	VESSEL	PROFILE

15

No Zoning/Management Area Type Of Fishing Gear
Size of Fishing Vessel Number of 

Fishing VesselGT Meter

7
WPP‐RI 714 : Tolo Bay and 

Banda Sea      

Trawl, Seine Nets, Purse 
Seine, Gill Net, Lift Net, 
Line and Hook, Traps, 

Other

Dug out boat

< 7

20 692
Small Plank Buit Boat 7 271
Medium Plank Buit Boat 4 021
Large Plank Buit Boat 2 068
Outboard Motor 5 ‐ 9  24 709
< 5 GT 7 ‐10 4 711
5‐10 GT 10‐15 2 068
10‐20 GT 15 ‐ 18 526
20‐30 GT 18‐21 382
30‐50 GT

21‐ 24
26

50‐100 GT 80

8

WPP‐RI 715 : Tomini Bay, 
Maluku Sea, Halmahera 
Sea,Seram Sea and Berau 

Bay

Trawl, Seine Nets, Purse 
Seine, Gill Net, Lift Net, 
Line and Hook, Traps, 

Other

Dug out boat

< 7

10 224
Small Plank Buit Boat 6 465
Medium Plank Buit Boat 3 401
Large Plank Buit Boat 948
Outboard Motor 5 ‐ 9  24709
< 5 GT 7 ‐10 1 539
5‐10 GT 10‐15 830
10‐20 GT 15 ‐ 18 533
20‐30 GT 18‐21 292
30‐50 GT

21‐ 24
139

50‐100 GT 129

FISHING	VESSEL	PROFILE

16

No Zoning/Management Area Type Of Fishing Gear
Size of Fishing Vessel Number of Fishing 

VesselGT Meter

9
WPP‐RI 716 :Sulawesi Sea and 
Northern of Halmahera Island    

Trawl, Seine Nets, Purse Seine, 
Gill Net, Lift Net, Line and Hook, 

Traps, Other

Dug out boat

< 7

2 752
Small Plank Buit Boat 4 767
Medium Plank Buit Boat 1 277
Large Plank Buit Boat 1 043
Outboard Motor 5 ‐ 9  18977
< 5 GT 7 ‐10 5 307
5‐10 GT 10‐15 1 345
10‐20 GT 15 ‐ 18 280
20‐30 GT 18‐21 114
30‐50 GT

21‐ 24
41

50‐100 GT 51

10
WPP‐RI 717 : Cendrawasih Bay and 

Pacific Ocean

Trawl, Seine Nets, Purse Seine, 
Gill Net, Lift Net, Line and Hook, 

Traps, Other

Dug out boat

< 7

11 800
Small Plank Buit Boat 3 553
Medium Plank Buit Boat 1 551
Large Plank Buit Boat 767
Outboard Motor 5 ‐ 9  6630
< 5 GT 7 ‐10 403
5‐10 GT 10‐15 271
10‐20 GT 15 ‐ 18 201
20‐30 GT 18‐21 63
30‐50 GT

21‐ 24
22

50‐100 GT 98

11
WPP‐RI 718 : Aru Bay, Arafuru Sea 

and Eastern of Timor Sea

Trawl, Seine Nets, Purse Seine, 
Gill Net, Lift Net, Line and Hook, 

Traps, Other

Dug out boat

< 7

11 623
Small Plank Buit Boat 3 117
Medium Plank Buit Boat 852
Large Plank Buit Boat 227
Outboard Motor 5 ‐ 9  5 662
< 5 GT 7 ‐10 2 464
5‐10 GT 10‐15 1 265
10‐20 GT 15 ‐ 18 535
20‐30 GT 18‐21 339
30‐50 GT

21‐ 24
187

50‐100 GT 127

PROBLEM	AND	ISSUES

17

1. Rationalization	of	fishing	vessels	structure;
2. Development	of	design	and	seaworthiness	of	
fishing	vessels;

3. Standardization	and	certification	of	fishing	
vessels,	fishing	gear	and	fishing	vessel	crew;

4. Registration	and	marking	of	fishing	vessel;
5. Development	of	information	systems.
6. Fishing	vessel	not	operated	accordance	with	
fishing	licence

Fishing Vessel Marking

Explanation :

1. A   =   Authorized by central goverment

2. 711 =   Fishing ground- RI 711

(Karimata Strait, Natuna Sea, and South China Sea)

3. KP-PS =  Purse Seine 

4. 000001 =  Number of Registration “000001”

A/711/KP-PS/000001

21 3 4

53



Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessel
Record (RFVR): Use and Way Forward of RFVR Database as a 
Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asian Region
2 – 4 June 2015, Pattaya, Chonburi, Thailand

Annex 11

Example : DEVELOPMENT	OF INFORMATION	MANAGEMENT
SYSTEM	/DATABASE	SHARING	SYSTEM		

Implementation	of	fish	traceability	
(combatting IUU	Fishing)

Integrated information	system	
online	:	so		called	DATABASE		
SHARING	SYSTEM	(DSS)

1. Licensing
2. Fishing	vessel	Registration	(EEZ

&	RFMO)
3. Fishing	Vessel	Monitoring
4. Logbook
5. Other	Applications

Mandate	of Ministerial	Regulation	No.PER.30/MEN/2012	(Article 77):

20

IT‐DSS MMAF WEBSITE

http://integrasi.djpt.kkp.go.id/login/portal/

username

password

21

http://integrasi.djpt.kkp.go.id/login/portal/

22

DATA	FISHING	VESSEL	LICENSE	UPDATE	FOR	>	30	GT
Website	:	kkp.go.id,username:kkpindonesia,	password:goodgovernonce

EXISTING	MANAGEMENT	FRAME	WORKS	RELATED	TO	IUU	FISHING	
ACTIVITIES

24

1. Regulation	of	Ministry	of	Marine	Affairs	and	Fisheries	No.	50/2012,	
about	National	Plan	Of	Action	to	Prevent,	Deter	and	Eliminate	IUU	
Fishing

2. Establish	Task	Force	for	combating	IIU	Fishing	(MMAF,	Ministry	of	
Transportation,	Navy,	Police,	Immigration,	Custom,	Tax,	etc)

3. MCS	Implementation

• VMS	(	>	30	GT)

• Logbook

• Port	Inspection

4. Facilitate	and	strengthen	community	based	surveillance	group	
(POKWASMAS)

5. Closed	season	in	WPP	714	to	catch	Thunnus albacores	on	Oktober‐Desember
in	coordinates	126–132	oEL;	4–6	oSL
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Fisheries profile fishing vessel 
less than 24m in length in LAO 

PDR

Vietnam (2,069 
km in the east)

Myanmar (236 km 
in the north-west)

Cambodia (435 
km in the south)

Thailand (1,835 
km in the west)

Lao PDR is landlocked country and the population mainly
depend on the fish caught in the Mekong river and
tributaries, Reservoir, floodplain, swamp, pond and rice
field.

Sources of fish production in Lao PDR (DLF 2014)

Types of Fisheries Water Resource Total Area
(ha)

Production
(Tones)

Capture Fisheries Mekong River & Tributaries and five N.E 
Rivers

304,704 21,329

Large Reservoirs (hydro): 96,030 7,529

Shallow lakes, small natural pools, peat 
swamp, and wet lands

114,800 28,220

Irrigation Reservoirs, and irrigation weirs 60,000 6,000

Rice Fields, small streams and Flood Plains 662,850 16,502

Sub – Total:  1,238,384 79,580

Aquaculture Fish Ponds 22,000 35,000

Oxbow and irrigation weirs for aquaculture 15,000 9,000

Rice Fish Culture 5,000 1,500

Cage Culture 4,500 cages 25,500

Sub – Total: 42,000 71,000

TOTAL   1,280,384 150,580

 Fishing license in NT2 reservoir started

implement in year 2009-2010.

 The totals of household fisherman is around

1.312 household.

 There is 3 categories of fishing license:

1. Commercial fishing 1.073 persons.

2. Families consumption 152 persons.

3. Non fishing 87 persons.

Fishing vessels profile 
Fishing License and boats registration 

(In Namtheun 2 Reservoir in Lao PDR)

Issuing Fishing Licensing 
(In Namtheun 2 Reservoir)

Commercial Fishing License

Household Consumption 
Fishing License

Daily Fishing Ticket
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Boats  registration  data
No Name of Village Amount of 

household
Amount of

Fiber boats
Amount of 

Wooden boats
Totals

Amount 
Remarks

1 Talang
78 39

129
168

2 Shopphen 58 29 29 58

3 Nongbouakham 58 29 43 72

4 Shophere 39 20 39 59

◌໌ 5 Shopma 67 34 34 68

6 Namnien 61 31 51 82

7 Nakai ( south) 197 98 29 127

8 Nakai ( north) 94 47 32 79

9 Oudomsuk 107 54 271 325

10 Phonphanpek 62 23 54 77

11 Nongboua sathit 43 22 23 45

12 Bouama 74 37 60 97

13 Phonsavang 41 21 24 45

14 ShopOne 134 67 57 124

15 Done 148 74 47 121

16 Khonkhen 51 25 32 57

17 RFA 00 11 11

Totals: 1.312 650 965 1.615

Problem and issues of IUU fishing

• Fishing vessel in the Mekong river, tributaries 
don’t license and registration   

• Knowledge of fishery officer and staff is still limited 

• Lack of Fishery staff in the province and district 
level 

• Lack of budget and financial support for data 
collection of fisheries

• Community of fisheries use illegal fishing gears

Problem and Issues of IUU Fishing Management of Fisheries Resources

10

• The Lao fishery law was 
developed by the DLF with the 
active participation of central and 
local authorities and other key 
stakeholders
• The fishery law was endorsed by 
the national assembly on 9th July 
2009 (National Assembly , No 
03/NA 
• The fishery law was officially 
declared in force on the 20th July 
2009 by a presidential decree No 
074/PO.

Fisheries Co-management Guidelines (DLF, 2009)

11

National Strategy for Fisheries Management 
and Development from present to 2020

12
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FISHERIES PROFILE OF FISHING 
VESSELS LESS THAN 24 METERS 

IN LENGTH IN MALAYSIA

2 – 4 PATTAYA, THAILAND

INTRODUCTION

 Long coastline 4,900 km 
 13 states
 47,000 sq nautical miles of 

maritime area
 EEZ declaration expanded 

to 162,000 sq nautical 
miles 

Department of Fisheries Malaysia

Malaysia waters:

Malaysia Fisheries Waters

1. Malaysia Peninsular West Coast facing Indian Ocean,
2. Malaysia Peninsular East Coast facing South China Sea,
3. Sarawak facing South China Sea,
4. Sabah West Coast and Labuan facing South China Sea, 
5. Sabah East Coast facing Sulu and Sulawesi Seas.

FISHERIES PROFILE

Zoning / 
Management area

Type of fishing 
gear

Size of fishing 
Vessel

Number of fishing 
vessel

A

Gill / Drift Net
Hook and line

< 12 m
16,937
3870

Gill / Drift Net
Hook and line

12 – 17.99 m
1,640
673

Anchovy Purse-seine 18 – 23.99 75

B

Pair trawling net 
Trawl net

< 12 m
498
429

Trawl net
Pair trawling net

12 – 17.99 m
1,952
243

Trawl
Fish Purse-seine

18 – 23.99 m
119
11

FISHERIES PROFILE
Zoning / 

Management 
area

Type of fishing gear
Size of fishing 

Vessel

Number of
fishing vessel

C

Fish Aggregation Device Vessel
Gill / Drift Net

< 12 m
19
4

Trawl net
Fish Aggregation Device Vessel

12 – 17.99 m
529
216

Trawl net
Fish purse-seine

18 – 23.99
1,040
269

C2

Fish Aggregation Device Vessel
Hook and line

< 12 m
10
8

Fish Aggregation Device Vessel
Trawl net

12 – 17.99 m
227
13

Trawl net
Fish Purse-seine

18 – 23.99 m
469
190

C3
Fish Aggregation Device Vessel 12 – 23.99 m 1

Trawl net 18 23.99 m 2

Department of Fisheries Malaysia
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FISHING LICENCE SYSTEM

MONITORING, 
CONTROL AND 
SURVEILLANCE

• Done  by 
Department 
of Fisheries 
togather 
with 
Malaysia 
Maritime 
Enforcement 
Agency 
(MMEA), 
Marine 
police, NAVY 
and others. 

FISHERIES ACT 
1985

• Promulgated 
as a national 
fisheries 
legislation 
instrument to 
ensure its 
effectiveness 
in the 
implementation
of fisheries 
management 
controls. 

• The Director-
General of 
Fisheries is the 
management 
authority 

• Through 
implementation
of a 
comprehensive
licensing 
policy.

• Zoning of 
fishing areas 
– to ensure
that the 
resources 
are 
exploited in 
responsible 
manner

VESEL REGISTRATION  
POLICY AND 
PROCEDURE AND 
HANDBOOK

 MONITORING, CONTROL  & SURVEILLANCE

 Monitoring : collection of information on the fishing
industry (e.g Implementation of VMS)

 Control : the issuance of fishing license is regulated to
avoid excessive fishing effort but ensuring sustainable
fishing

 Surveillance – to enforce Fisheries Act 1985 and its
Regulations through collaboration with the Navy, Marine
Police and Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency
(MMEA)

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT

Department of Fisheries Malaysia

MANAGEMENT OF 
FISHERIES RESOURCES

MANAGEMENT OF 
FISHERIES RESOURCES

Legal Framework

1. Fisheries Act 1963, amended  
1985

2. Regulations under the Act

3. Vessel Registration Policy and
Procedure Handbook

Department of Fisheries Malaysia PROBLEM AND ISSUES OF IUU FISHING ACTIVITIES BY 
FISHING VESSELS LESS THAN 24 METERS IN LENGTH

 The main threats of IUU fishing in Malaysia :
 Violation of license conditions

 Encroachment by local and foreign fishing vessels

 Unauthorized fishing

 Misreporting of catch

 The use of destructive fishing gears and methods

 Affected :
 Fisheries sustainability

 Economic and social livelihood of the fishers 

 Malaysian fishing industry

PROBLEM AND ISSUES OF IUU FISHING ACTIVITIES BY 
FISHING VESSELS LESS THAN 24 METERS IN LENGTH

 Illegal fishing by foreign fishing vessels in Malaysian 
fisheries water:
 Security threat to the country

 Strong and unhealthy competition with local fishers

 Illegal fishing by local fishing vessels:
 Social conflicts between licensed fishing operators and 

unlicensed fishing operators

 Social conflicts between encroaching commercial fishing 
vessels (trawlers and purse seiners) and traditional 
fishers.

EXISTING MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORKS RELATED TO IUU 
FISHING ACTIVITIES OF FISHING VESSELS LESS THAN 24 

METERS IN LENGTYH

 Malaysia’s National Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter 
and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated 
Fishing (Malaysia’s NPOA-IUU)

 If a local fishing vessel is detained by authorities, it
will be dealt with under Malaysian domestic
legislation (particularly the Fisheries Act 1985 and
other relevant documents such as CPC, the Evidence
Act 1952, the Penal Code , etc)
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FISHING LICENSE, BOATS 
REGISTRATION SYSTEM AND 

PORT STATE MEASURE IN MYANMAR

DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES
2 - 4 JUNE 2015

LAWS

• MYANMA MARINE FISHERIES LAW(1990)

• LAW RELATING TO THE FISHING RIGHTS OF 
FOREIGN FISHING VESSELS (1989)

a. In‐shore Fishery
 10 nautical mile from shore
‐ not more than 25 h.p engine &

30 Feet length of the  boat.

b. Off‐shore fishery

‐ Outer area of inshore to end of EEZ
‐ More than 25 H.P engine boat
‐ Bottom trawl, Purse seine,  Trap, 

Stow net ,Drift net  & Long line and 
Squid Falling Net.

MARINE CAPTURE FISHERIES RFVR
• Offshore vessels     ‐ above 24 meter in length

‐ less than  24 meter in  length

• Offshore fishing vessel can be recorded 22 item out 
of  26 items.

• Inshore fishing vessel which is less than 24 meter 
length can be recorded 18 items for mechanized 
boats and 15 items for no mechanized boats. 

RFVR List of Myanmar (for offshore vessels‐ 24 meters 
in length )

No  Item Remark No Item Remark

1 Name of Vessel(English Name) 14 Engine Brand

2 Vessel Registration Numbers 15 Serial number of Engine

3 Name of Vessel owner 16 Date of Registration

4 Type of fishing Gear /Method 17 Area of fishing operation

5 Port of Registry 18 Nationality of Vessel (Flag)

6 Gross Tonnage (GRT/GT) 19 Previous Name (if any)

7 Length 20 Previous Flag (if any)

8 Breadth 21 Name of Master

9 Depth NA 22 Nationality of Master

10 Engine Power(HP) 23 Number of Crews (maximum)

11 Shipyard /Ship builder  NA 24 Nationality of Crew

12 Date of Launching NA 25 International Radio Call Sign NA

13 Hull Material 26 IMO Numbers (if available)

RFVR List of Myanmar (for inshore vessels)

No  Item Remark No Item Remark

1 Name of Vessel (if any) 14 Engine Brand

2 Vessel Registration Numbers 15 Serial number of Engine

3 Name of Vessel owner 16 Date of Registration

4 Type of fishing Gear /Method 17 Area of fishing operation

5 Port of Registry  18 Nationality of Vessel (Flag)

6 Gross Tonnage (GRT/GT) 19 Previous Name (if any) NA

7 Length 20 Previous Flag (if any) NA

8 Breadth 21 Name of Master

9 Depth 22 Nationality of Master

10 Engine Power(HP) 23 Number of Crews (maximum) NA

11 Shipyard /Ship builder  NA 24 Nationality of Crew NA

12 Date of Launching NA 25 International Radio Call Sign NA

13 Hull Material 26 IMO Numbers (if available) NA
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OFFSHORE FISHING VESSELS in 2014‐2015

No Type of Gear
Above 

24 meter 
Under 

24 meter

1 Trawl 484 660

2 Purse seine 96 191

3 Drift net (Gill net) 6 202

4 Fish Trap 3 136

5 Long line 0 31

6 Stow Net 109 471

7 Squid cast net 1 346

Total 699 2037

Offshore Fishing Vessel
State Trawl Purse 

seine
Stow 
net

Drift net 
(Gill net)

Long 
line

Squid 
cast 
net

Fish 
Trap

Total

Taninth
aryi

Above24 373 169 8 346 114 1010

Under24 192 48 1 1 242

Mon Above24 0

Under24 56 110 166

Rakhine Above24 1 1

Under24 49 3 1 53

Yangon Above24 291 48 109 6 2 456

Under24 238 19 77 11 3 20 368

Ayeyawa
dy

Above24 0

Under24 73 338 1 1 413

Total 

Above24 484 96 109 6 1 3 699

Under24 660 191 471 202 31 346 136 2037

Year
Mechanized 

Boat
Non-mechanized
Boat

Total

2004-05 14176 16687 30863

2005-06 14099 16361 30460

2006-07 14284 16284 30568

2007-08 14289 15219 29508

2008-09 14052 14645 28697

2009-10 13788 17054 30842

2010-11 13823 15548 29371

2011-12 12288 15463 27751

2012-13 12157 12757 24914

2013-14 12490 13732 26222

Inshore Fishing Vessel

Numbers of Inshore Fishing Vessels (Up to 5.9 meter)

Region 
and
State

Power/ 
Non 
Power 

Purse 
seiner
s

Seiners 
others

Gill
Netters

Trap  
Setters 

Long  
liners

Liners 
others 

Multi
purpose

Other  Total 

Tanin
tharyi

P 13 583 162 1 242  1001

NP 12 282 1561 70 130 2055

Mon P 66 172 32 270

NP 20 42 62

Yangon P 0

NP 9 60 223 292

Rakhine P 45 46 211 65 367

NP 47 148 133 1107 42 16 1493

Ayeyaw
ady

P 142 142

NP 181 76 257

Sub 
Total 

P 45 59 1002 334 97 1 242 1780

NP 47 189 656 3009 112 146 4159

Numbers of Inshore Fishing Vessels (6 to 11.9 meter)

Region 
and
State

Power/ 
Non 
Power 

Purse 
seiners

Seiners 
others

Gill
Netters

Trap  
Setters 

Long  
liners

Liners 
others 

Multi
purpose

Other  Total 

Tanin
tharyi

P 77 3381 940 423 354 464 5639

NP 53 798 757 1608

Mon P 468 281 50 64 863

NP 122 17 139

Yangon P 91 91

NP

Rakhine P 291 300 1617 322 211 411 3152

NP 70 1187 1011 5304 19 7591

Ayeyaw
ady

P 5 120 666 85 74 15 965

NP 79 150 6 235

Sub 
Total 

P 296 497 6223 1628 758 844 464 10710

NP 70 1240 2010 6228 25 9573

Numbers of Inshore Fishing Vessels (All Total)
Region 
and
State

Power/ 
Non 
Power 

Purse 
seiners

Seiners 
others

Gill
Netters

Trap  
Setters 

Long  
liners

Liners 
others 

Multi
purpose

Other  Total 

Tanin
tharyi

P 90 3964 1102 423 355 706 6640

NP 65 1080 2318 70 130 3663

Mon P 534 453 82 64 1133

NP 20 122 59 201

Yangon P 91 91

NP 9 60 223 292

Rakhine P 336 346 1828 322 276 411 3519

NP 117 1335 1144 6411 61 16 9084

Ayeyaw
ady

P 5 120 808 85 74 15 1107

NP 260 226 6 492

Sub 
Total 

P 341 556 7225 1962 855 845 706 12490

NP 117 1429 2666 9237 137 146 13732

Total 458 1985 9891 11199 992 845 852 26222
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Management Frame Work
 For offshore fishing vessels 

‐ check in /check out system 

‐ Inspected by one stop service in check point

‐ Vessel position reporting system by Radio Telephone from 

fishing vessels (Single Side Band‐SSB)  to DoF

‐ Inspection at sea by Myanmar NAVY

 For inshore fishing vessels 

‐ check in /check out system 

‐ Inspected by one stop service in check point

‐ reporting system to DoF

Constraints

‐ Remote area 

‐ Man power and facilities for inspection 

‐ Absence and concealment of fishers for vessel  
registration 

‐ Awareness of Fishers 

THANK   Y    U
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Country Presentation  
PHILIPPINES

SEVERINO L. ESCOBAR, JR.
Supervising Fishing Regulations Officer

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Department of Agriculture
Republic of the Philippines

Regional Technical Consultation on the RFVR: 
Use and Way Forward of RFVR Database as a Management 

Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asian Region
2-4 June 2015 

Pattaya, Thailand

PETER ERICK M. CADAPAN
Fishing Regulations Officer I

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Department of Agriculture
Republic of the Philippines

Legal and Institutional Framework 

Republic Act No. 8550 or the “Philippine 
Fisheries Code of 1998” as amended by Republic 
Act No. 10684 - implemented by the Bureau of 
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) as the 
management authority

Republic Act No. 7160 or the “Local 
Government Code of the Philippines” –
implemented by cities and municipalities as the 
management authorities

In the Philippines, by definition, fishing vessels 
means any boat, ship of other watercraft 
equipped to be used for taking of fishery species 
or aiding or assisting one (1) or more vessels in 
the performance of any activity relating to 
fishing, including, but not limited to, 
preservation, supply, storage, refrigeration, 
transportation and/or processing.

Background

Includes:
- catcher - skiffboat
- carrier - sonarboat
- lightboat - tanker

Registration of commercial fishing vessels (>3.0 
GT) in the Philippines is the authority of the 
Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA) while 
licensing of commercial fishing vessels is to the 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
(BFAR).

Registration of municipal fishing vessels (<=3.0 
GT) is the authority municipalities or the Local 
Government Units (LGU) pursuant to 
Executive Order No. 305.

No fishing license is issued to fishing vessels 
without registration paper from MARINA.

Background

Fishing License for 
fishing vessels >3.0 
GT issued by 
BFAR

Valid for fishing in 
waters beyond 15 
kilometers from the 
shoreline.

62



Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessel
Record (RFVR): Use and Way Forward of RFVR Database as a 
Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asian Region
2 – 4 June 2015, Pattaya, Chonburi, Thailand

Annex 15

Registration paper 
of Philippine-
flagged fishing 
vessels  issued by 
MARINA

International 
Fishing Permit 
issued by BFAR

Valid for fishing 
operation on the 
high seas pocket 1 
and other coastal 
states granting 
fishing access.

Gear Registration Registration paper 
for municipal boats 
(<3.0 GT) issued by 
LGUs.

Valid for operation 
within the LGU 
waters only.

Based on the data gathered from the Fishing Vessel E-
Licensing System or FeLiS, there is a total of 4,670
fishing vessels of <24 meters in length. 

195

971
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315
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Fishing Vessels with <24m in length

Support Vessels

Catcher Vessels

Of the 4,670 fishing vessels with <24 meters in 
length, 52% are catcher vessels composed of SMS 
purse seine, ring net, handline, trawl, longline, bag 
net, gill net, etc.
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Fishing Vessel Profile in the Philippines

Zoning/Management Area
Type of fishing 

gear
Size of fishing 

vessel
Number of 

fishing vessel

Commercial waters 
(waters beyond 15 kilometers 
from the shoreline)

Any fishing gear 
except Danish seine <12 meters 510

Any fishing gear 
except Danish seine 12-17.99 m. 2,186

Any fishing gear 
except Danish seine 18-23.99 m. 1,974

Municipal waters
(waters within 15 kilometers 
from the shoreline)

Any passive 
fishing gear <12 meters No data
Any passive 
fishing gear 12-17.99 m. No data
Any passive 
fishing gear 18-23.99 m. No data

Chart 
of

MANILA BAY

Municipal 
waters

Commercial 
waters 

(beyond 15 kms. 
from shoreline)

ESTIMATED TOTAL NUMBER OF FISHING 
VESSELS IN THE PHILIPPINES

FVs with 24 m in length and over = 1,001*

FVs with less than 24 m in length = 4,670
(excluding FVs below 3GT)

FVs with 3.0 GT and below = 472,804

Estimated Total of FVs = 478,475

*cover only FVs with 24 meters in length and over 
with VALID/UNEXPIRED fishing license

Problems and Issues of IUU fishing activities 
by fishing vessels <24 meters in length

1. Fishing without valid fishing license.
2. Intrusion of commercial fishing vessels into 

municipal waters.
3. Under-measuring of commercial fishing vessels 

as below 3.0 gross tons in order to fish within 
municipal waters.

4. Use of prohibited fishing gears (e.g. Danish 
seine). 

5. Non-reporting or misreporting of catches.
6. Fishing during closed seasons (e.g. FAD closure 

period) or closed areas.

Existing management frameworks related to IUU fishing 
activities of fishing vessels <24 meters in length

1. Moratorium on the issuance of new fishing license 
and/or issuance of construction/importation clearance 
pursuant to BFAR Administrative Circular No. 253, 
series of 2014.

2. FAD closure period from July-September every year 
pursuant to FAO 236-3, series of 2014.

3. Closed season for the conservation of small pelagic fish 
species in Davao Gulf pursuant to DA-DILG Joint 
Administrative Order No. 2, series of 2014.

4. Closed season for the conservation of sardines in 
Visayan Sea pursuant to FAO 167-2, as amended.

5. Closed season for the conservation of sardines along 
Zamboanga Peninsula pursuant to DA-DILG Joint 
Administrative Order No. 1. 

Example of a typical hook and line municipal/artisanal 
fishing boat (9.51m length)
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Example of a typical handline fishing boat 
(16.03 m length) Example of a typical lightboat (22.35 meters in length)

Example of a typical trawl fishing boat (19.51 meters in length) Example of a purse seine fishing boat 
(23.81 meters in length) 

END
Maraming salamat

po.
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2-4 June 2015, Pattaya, Thailand

The Regional Technical Consultation on the
Regional FishingVessel Record (RFVR):
Use and Way Forward of RFVR Database as a
Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing in
Southeast Asian Region

Country Presentation

Singapore

Agenda

1. Fisheries profile in your country

2. Problems and issues of IUU fishing activities 
by fishing vessels less than 24 meters in length

3. Existing management frameworks related to 
IUU fishing activities of fishing vessels less 
than 24 meters in length 

Background

• Activities governed by Fisheries Act (1969)

• Fishing Vessels licensed by AVA

• Inshore 

• Offshore

• Carriers – fish farms to fishery port

• Fishing gear licence attached to vessel

• Fisherman licence to operate on FV

• Annual renewal
SMF offshore fishing 
vessel (under 50 GRT)

SF inshore fishing vessel 
(about 1 GRT)

Fisheries Profile

Fishing Vessel Offshore Inshore Carrier

Number 4 27 126

Average Length 20 metres 6 metres 7 metres

Average GRT 40 0.8 2.0

Operating area Territorial 
waters of 
Singapore

Inshore waters 
except 
navigational 
channels

Inshore waters 
except 
navigational 
channels

Fishing gear Otter Trawl Gillnet/
Hook & line

N.A.
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Problems and issues of potential 
IUU fishing activities 
• No sight of local/foreign fishing vessels in local 

waters by fisheries department
• No fisheries enforcement patrol vessels
• No fisheries officers on coast guard or navy 

patrol vessels
• No capability to analyse historical VMS data
• Non-AVA licensed vessels conducting fishing 

activities
• charter for fishing
• traps
• transportation of fish

Existing management frameworks 
related to IUU fishing activities 

• Strict licensing conditions
• No new inshore licences and no transfer 

allowed
• Fisheries Act and subsidiary legislation review 

to provide greater clarity on enforcement 
powers of fisheries officers, eg. commercial 
ports, foreign fishing vessels, local supporting 
vessels

• Development of NPOA-IUU

Thank You
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Fisheries profile of fishing vessels less than 
24 meters in length in Thailand

Regional Technical Consultation on the RFVR:
Use and Way Forward of RFVR Database as a Management Tool to Reduce IUU 

Fishing in Southeast Asian Region
2-4 June 2015, Pattaya, Thailand

Length of vessel
(m)

Number of vessel %

<14 9,267 56.43

14-18 3,412 20.78

18-24 3,744 22.80

Total 16,423 100.00

Number of Fishing vessel less than 24 m in 2013

Fishing gear Number of vessel %
Trawler 3,177 19.34
Push nets 338 2.06
Purse seine 1,239 7.54
Anchovy purse seine 235 1.43
Spanish mackerel drifting gill net 159 0.97
Gill nets 7,202 43.85
Squid falling nets 3,044 18.58
Anchovy falling nets 625 3.81
Anchovy lift nets and other lift nets 300 1.83
Long line 52 0.32
Other nets 52 0.32
Total 16,423 100.00

Number of Fishing vessel base on fishing gears in 2013 Zoning / Management area for Fishing gears 
in Thailand

Trawler

Push nets

Anchovy falling/lift nets

Fishing 
Gear

Length of 
vessel (m)

Number of 
vessel

%

Trawler <14 497  
 14-18 1,147  
 18-24 1,533  
 Total 3,177 19.34

Push nets <14 185  
 14-18 66  
 18-24 87  
 Total 338 2.06

Zoning / Management 
area

Within 3 Kms from 
shoreline of 13 provinces 
and 3 Nm from shoreline 
of 10 provinces are 
prohibited

Within 3 Kms from 
shoreline of 13 provinces 
and 3 Nm from shoreline 
of 10 provinces are 
prohibited

Zoning/Management
area

Fishing gear Length 
of vessel

Number of 
vessel

Within 5 Nm from 
shoreline are prohibited

Anchovy falling nets <14 m 221

Within 15 Nm from 
shoreline are prohibited

14-18 m 297

18-24 m 107

Total 625

Within 5 Nm from 
shoreline are prohibited

Anchovy lift nets and 
other lift net

<14 m 87

Within 15 Nm from 
shoreline are prohibited

14-18 m 166

18-24 m 47

Total 300

%

 

 
 
 

3.81

 

 
 

1.83
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Fishing GearLength of vessel
(m)

Number of 
vessel

%

Purse Seine <14 130  

 14-18 198  

 18-24 911  

 Total 1,239 7.54

Anchovy 
purse seine

<14 71  

 14-18 54  

 18-24 110  

 Total 235 1.43

Zoning / 
Management area

Fishing Gear Length of vessel Number of vessel %

Spanish 
mackerel 
drifting 
gill net

>14 m 14  

 14-18 m 59  
 18-24 m 86  
 Total 159 0.97

Gill nets <14 m 6,201  
 14-18 m 466  
 18-24 m 535  
 Total 7,202 43.85

Zoning / 
Management 

area

Fishing Gear Length of 
vessel

Number of 
vessel

%

Squid falling 
nets

<14 m 1,779  

 14-18 945  

 18-24 320  

 Total 3,044 18.58

Zoning / 
Management area

Fishing Gear Length of vessel Number of vessel %

Long line <14 m 37  

 14-18 m 8  

 18-24 m 7  

 Total 52 0.32

Other 
nets/gears

<14 m 45  

 14-18 m 6  

 18-24 m 1  

 Total 52 0.32

Grand Total  16,386 100.00

Zoning / 
Management 

area

1. How about fishing license system in your country?

The period of fishing license is one year round begining from April 1 
to March 31 in next year. The license is issued by district fishery 
office in 23 coastal provinces.

2. Problems and issues of IUU fishing activities by fishing vessels less 
than 24 meters in length

Some illegal fishing (no vessel registration and boat permit, no fishing 
license) are operate both in Thai waters and international waters.

Sample of 
Fishing gear 

license

69



Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessel
Record (RFVR): Use and Way Forward of RFVR Database as a 
Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asian Region
2 – 4 June 2015, Pattaya, Chonburi, Thailand

Annex 17

3. Existing management frameworks related to IUU fishing 
activities of fishing vessels less than 24 meters in length
- New Fisheries Act 2015, NPOA-IUU (draft), Master plan of 
marine fisheries management
- By register (Jan12-Feb28,2015), fishers, fishery association 
were informed by DOF to register their fishing gears used.
- Port in-Port out clearance for fishing vessel 30 GT and over.
- Fishing vessel 60 GT and over must be equipped with VMS 
by using Marine Department regulation while vessel 30-60 GT 
will do by Fisheries Act 2015.

Mapping Location:
• 15 VMS  operation 

centers & BKK
• 18 MCS centers
• 28 Port in – Port out 

centers 

Monitoring, 
Control and 
Surveillance 

(MCS)

Port - Out

Thailand MECC

Inspect:
- Vessel  Registration 
-Vessel Permit 
-Fishing License 
-Seaman book
-Crew list
- Fishing Destination 
- VMS  Functioning

Port - In

Inspect:
-Fishing Logbook/

catch report
- Arrival Time 
-VMS Tracking
-Crew list report
-VMS Tracking
- Related Document

Thank you

70



Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessel
Record (RFVR): Use and Way Forward of RFVR Database as a 
Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asian Region
2 – 4 June 2015, Pattaya, Chonburi, Thailand

Annex 18

PROFILE OF FISHING VESSELS  

LESS THAN 24 METERS IN VIET NAM

DIRECTORATE OF FISHERIES

Viet Nam Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development

Pattaya, 02-04 June 2015
Total fishing vessels in 2014: 113,725 

+ >90 HP: 29,217 units
+ < 90 HP: 84,508 units of  which 51.904 units are smaller than 20 HP

Fisheries profile of fishing vessels

Profile of fishing vessels

Fishing 
areas

Engine 
Power

Number Percentage

Inshore
(74,4%)

< 20 HP 51,904 45.63

20~ < 50HP 24,394 21.44

50~ < 90HP 8,210 7.21

Offshore
(25.6 %)

≥ 90 HP 29,217 25.6

Total 113,725 100

Kind of 
vessels

No. of 
vessels

Percentage

< 8m 35,036 30.8

8~ < 12 m 36,203 31.8

12~ < 15 m 22,077 19.4

15~ < 20 m 15,344 13.5

20~ < 24m 4,620 4.06

≥ 24 m 445 0.41

Total 113,725 100

 Classification of fishing vessels

 Type of fishing gears

 Type of fishing gears Fishing license system
 The Fisheries Law (came into force in 2003): All organizations and individuals 

have to get a fishing license in order to perform fishing activities.

 Authority for issuing and withdrawing fishing licenses:
 Central level: foreign fishing vessels; Vietnamese fishing vessels operating 

outsite of Viet Nam sea.

 Provincial level: all the fishing boats registered in the province

 Procedure of issuing a fishing license
 Requirements to get a fishing license 

 A certificate of registration (for fishing boats equiped with over 20 HP engine)

 A certificate of technical safety

 A registered list of crew-members

 A master’s certificate and a chief mechanic’s certificate
 Fishing gear registered is not prohibited by management measures (mesh sizes 

and fish sizes allowed to catch..., limit of  the power of light )
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Fishing license system (cont’d)

 Main information of a fishing license includes:

 Owner’s name, registration number of the fishing vessel

 Vessel information: gross tonnage, engine, dimensions of boat, crew, etc

 Fisheries (fishing gears), fishing areas, fishing periods

 Valid period of the fishing license

Problems and issues of IUU fishing

 Insufficiently recording of logbook and 
unreported fishing 

 Using expired fishing licenses; 

 Using excessive power light; mesh sizes smaller 
than regulated

 Fishing operations in inappropriate fishing areas
and routes

LEGAL AND POLICY FRAMEWORKS 
towards Sustainable Development

 Fisheries Law (2003)

 Decree No. 33/2010/ND-CP on management of 
fishing activities of Vietnamese organizations and 
individuals at the sea

 Decree No. 102/2012/ND-CP on organization and 
operation of fisheries resources surveillance

 Decree No. 103/2013/ND-CP on administrative 
punishment of violations in the Fisheries sector

 Strategy and Master Plan for Sustainable Fisheries 
Development to 2020 approved by the Government.

LEGAL AND POLICY FRAMEWORKS 
towards Sustainable Development

 UNCLOS ratified by Vietnamese Government in 
1994 is considered as basis for fisheries 
management arrangements.

 Viet Nam has been a Cooperating Non-Member 
of WCPFC since 2009 and thus legal and policy 
arrangements have also been being  reviewed in 
the light of WCPFC’s requirements.

 NPOA-Fishing Capacity Management and 
NPOA-IUU were ratified by MARD.

 A member of RPOA-IUU

Thank you 

for your attention!
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Country 2011 2012 Present

Brunei 2,476 2,525

Cambodia 6,596
(list of fishing 
vessel record)

6,742
(list of fishing 
vessel record)

5,382
(2014)

(list of fishing 
vessel record)

Indonesia 569,105 - ˜500,000

Lao PDR 1,615 -

Malaysia 49,673 54,169 55,208

Myanmar 30,900 29,685 28,259

Philippine 472,804 472,804 478,475

Singapore 36 36 157
(Include fish 

carriers)

Thailand 33,050
fishing vessel 
registration 

record

39,995
fishing vessel 
registration

record

16,423
(2013)

No. of fishing 
gear license 

d

Country Zone 1 Zone 2 Zone 3 Zone 4

Brunei 0-3 nm 3-20 nm 20-45 nm 45-200 nm

Cambodia shore-20 m 
depth

20 m depth 
to EEZ limit

Indonesia • 0-2 nm
• 2-4 nm

4-12 nm 12-200 nm

Malaysia shore-5nm 5-12 nm 12-30 nm 30 nm – EEZ 
limit

Country Zone 1 Zone 2

Myanmar shore -10 nm outer area of Zone 1 to EEZ limit

Philippine Within 15 Km from shoreline Beyond 15 Km from shoreline

Singapore Inshore
(within port limits)

Offshore
(within EEZ)

Thailand  3 Km from shoreline of 13 
provinces

 3 nm from shoreline of 10 
provinces

(trawler and push net only)

 3 Km to EEZ limit of 13 
provinces

 3 nm to EEZ limit of 10 
provinces

(trawler and push net only)

Within 5 Nm from shoreline are 
prohibited
(Anchovy falling nets
Anchovy lift nets and other lift net)

Within 5 Nm from shoreline are 
prohibited
(Anchovy falling nets
Anchovy lift nets and other lift net)

Viet Nam  Shore line to 30 m depth in 
Northern and Southern area

 Shore line to 50 m depth in 
Central area

Out area of Zone 1 to EEZ limit

Country Fishing license system

Brunei  Individual fishing license, authorized by DOF
 Commercial fishing license, authorized by Ministry of Industry 

and Primary Resources 

Cambodia  Fishing vessels with an engine under 33HP, licensing by 
Provincial fisheries

 Fishing vessels with an engine above 33HP, licensing by central 
Fisheries Administration 

 Fishing license valid in 1 year

Indonesia  Vessel < 5 GT (registration) authorized by District
 Vessel 5-10 GT authorized by District 
 Vessel > 10 – 30 GT, authorized by Province
 Vessel > 30 GT, authorized by Central

Malaysia Authorize by DOF, Malaysia and DOF Sabah valid for 1 year

Country Fishing license system

Myanmar  In-shore fishing license, authorized by DOF (township officer)
 Off-shore fishing license and fish carrier, authorized by DOF

Philippine  Registration of commercial fishing vessels (>3.0 GT) is the 
authority of MARINA while licensing of commercial fishing 
vessels is BFAR. 

 No fishing license is issued to fishing vessels without registration 
paper from MARINA.

 Valid/ renewable every 3 years
 Registration of fishing vessels 3 GT and below is the authority of 

the municipalities/ cities (LGUs)

Singapore • Validity for 1 year, renewable and issued by AVA
• Licensing for inshore and offshore fishing vessels 
• Licensing inboard and outboard fish carrier
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Country Fishing license system

Thailand One year round beginning from April 1 to March 31 in next year. 
The license is issued by DOF (district fishery officer) in 23 coastal 
provinces.

Viet Nam Fishing license is valid for 1 year 
 Central level: foreign fishing vessels; Vietnamese fishing vessels 

operating outsite of Viet Nam sea.
 Provincial level: all the fishing boats registered in the province

 Unauthorized fishing (no vessel registration and boat 
permit, no fishing license)

 Use of illegal fishing gear/ destructive fishing gear
 Operation fishing in the closed season
 Misreporting of catch
 Encroachment by local and foreign fishing vessels
 Violation of license condition

 By register fishing vessel and fishing license.
 Implement VMS  
 Closed season for conservation of juvenile fish
 Direct limitation of fishing effort
 Management by fishing zone

Meter GT Hp

<12 <10 <100

12-17.99 10-49.99 100-220

18-23.99 50-99.99 221-500

Global Record 

 Under 5 m 
 5-12 m
 12-15 m
 15-20 m
 20-25 m

FAO

 Less than 5 ton
 5-10 ton
 10-20 ton
 20-50 ton
 50-100 ton 

SEAFDEC Statistical Bulletin

 What size of vessels of each country allow to operate 
fishing;
◦ outside EEZ/International water
◦ in other states water

 What size of foreign vessels allow to operate fishing 
in each country?

 If appropriate, what categorize of size is potential to 
continue for the RFVR database?
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CLOSING REMARKS 

Mr.Hajime Kawamura 
 

SEAFDEC Deputy Secretary General & Deputy Chief of TD 
Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessel Record (RFVR): Use and Way 

Forward of RFVR Database as a Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing  
in Southeast Asian Region 

Pattaya, Chonburi Province, Thailand, 2-4 June 2015 
 

Distinguished Participants from SEAFDEC Member Countries, SEAFDEC Secretariat, SEAFDEC 
Training Department, Ladies and Gentlemen, Good afternoon! 

First of all, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all of you for your hard work and active 
participation in this three-day Regional Technical Consultation.  

As you know, this is the first meeting of RFVR after its launching in this April.  Thus, we put the 
focus of our discussion on how we can make use of RFVR as one of the practical tool to combat IUU 
fishing in the Southeast Asian Region.  In this regard, nature of our discussion in this meeting was 
very different from the previous ones. 

As you see in this meeting, when we start our consideration on the usage of RFVR from the practical 
viewpoint, we find a lot of issues and challenges.  But please note that, this is not a “problem”.  
Through our active discussions, we could successfully compile Policy Recommendations for RFVR 
24 meters in length and over.  This is our further step in brushing up the RFVR as a really useful tool 
to combat IUU fishing in the region. 

Furthermore, in this meeting, we had a good opportunity to share and clarify information on each 
country’s management scheme for fishing vessels less than 24 meters.  I think this is also a step 
forward for reinforcement of RFVR to cover all the fishing vessels engaging in international fishing 
operations. 

At the end of my remark, I would like to request one thing to all the participants from the Member 
Countries.  Because countermeasures to IUU is one of the highest priority issues in this region, 
SEAFDEC is supporting various initiatives of ASEAN Member States on this matter, such as: 
ASEAN Guidelines for Preventing the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU Fishing 
Activities into the Supply Chain; ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme; Implementation of Port 
State Measures in the ASEAN Region; and also Regional Plan of Action on Managing Fishing 
Capacity.  As I stated during this meeting, all these initiatives are interrelated to RFVR.  But looking 
at the participants from the Member Countries to the meetings of these issues, I often notice different 
faces in the delegation of each country.  I understand that it would be difficult to ask one particular 
person to attend the whole meetings, but I would like to reiterate the importance of information 
sharing and coordination between different participants.  To be precise, it is not SEAFDEC but 
Member Countries that have to combat IUU fishing.  That is why I emphasize the importance of good 
coordination among relevant agencies and staff in your countries.  

With that note, Ladies and Gentlemen, let me now declare this Regional Technical Consultation on 
the Regional Fishing Vessel Record (RFVR) closed. I wish your safe journey back to your countries.  
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Thank you once again and hope to see you again.  

Have a good day! 
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