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Report 

Teleworkshop on Development and Improvement of Regional Fishing Vessels Record 

(RFVR) for Combating IUU Fishing in the Southeast Asia 

28-30 September 2021 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The Teleworkshop on Development and Improvement of Regional Fishing Vessels Record 

(RFVR) for Combating IUU fishing in the Southeast Asia was organized through the Zoom platform 

from 28-30 September 2021. The Teleworkshop attended by representatives of Member Countries 

namely: Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, 

Singapore, Thailand, and Viet Nam and staff of SEAFDEC Secretariat and Training Department who 

working on development and implementation of Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) database 

and relevance activities to combating IUU fishing. The List of Participants appears in Annex 1. 

II. OPENING OF THE TELEWORKSHOP 

The Deputy Secretary-General and Deputy Chief of Training Department, Mr. Koichi Honda, 

welcomed the participants to the Teleworkshop. He reiterated that the RFVR for 24 meters in length 

and over and its database system were developed by SEAFDEC in collaboration with AMSs in 2015 

through a series of Regional Expert Meetings and Regional Technical Consultations. Since 2015, 

SEAFDEC has facilitated and supported AMSs to upload Key Data Elements (KDEs) to RFVR 

Database twice a year. To encourage and support utilization of the RFVR database, the required KDEs 

should be updated in real time. In this connection, transferring the key-in update KDEs in RFVR 

Database by SEAFDEC to AMSs was discussed in the RFVR workshop last year through was proposed 

to the 53rd SEAFDEC Council Meeting in 2021. He also mentioned to follow the proposed issue, 

SEAFDEC developed platform to upload the KDEs to the RFVR database. The introduction and 

demonstration of the use of this platform will conduct in this three-day Teleworkshop. Although this 

Teleworkshop is being organized online due to the COVID-19 situation, he encouraged all participants 

to earnestly take part in all the activities of the Teleworkshop. He then declared the Teleworkshop open. 

His Opening Remarks appears in Annex 2. 
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III. BACKGROUND, OBJECTIVES, EXPECTED OUTPUTS, AND AGENDA OF THE 

TELEWORKSHOP 

The Teleworkshop took note of the Background, Objectives, Expected Outputs, and Agenda of 

the Teleworkshop as presented by the SEAFDC Training Department, The Prospectus including the 

Agenda of the Teleworkshop appears in Annex 3.  

IV. COUNTRY REPORT ON CURRENT/UPDATE INFORMATION ON VESSEL 

REGISTRATION AND FISHING LICENSE AND SITUATION OF COUNTRIES ON 

IMPLEMENTATION ACTIVITIES TO REDUCE IUU FISHING 

The representative of country, namely: Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 

Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Viet Nam presented the update information 

of vessel registration and fishing license, and updates implementation of international (IPOA) and 

national (NPOA) activities to reduce IUU fishing as Annex 4–13. 

V. UPDATE INFORMATION AND PROGRESS OF RFVR ACTIVITIES AND 

DISCUSSION ON THE PROCESS TO LINKAGE INFORMATION BETWEEN RFVR 

AND FAO GLOBAL RECORD (GR) 

Project Manager, Mr. Konpathai Saraphaivanich, presented on “Progress of RFVR Activities” 

His presentation is including proposed and result from 53rd SEAFDEC Council Meeting in April 2021, 

and possible coordination between RFVR database and FAO Global Record of Fishing Vessels, 

Refrigerated Transports and Supply Vessels (Global Record) appears in Annex 14.  

The result on possible coordination between RFVR database and FAO Global Record (GR) of 

Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transports and Supply Vessels (Global Record) that discussed with FAO 

including method of data sharing from SEAFDEC to FAO Global Record (GR) that there are two 

mechanisms including 1) Bulk data upload, and 2) Connection through Application Programming 

Interfaces (APIs) was informed to the Teleworkshop. 

The Bulk data upload through CSV files is the only ready for use and currently available data 

exchange mechanism of the actual Global Record Information System. CSV files, therefore, could 

provide an initial, short term and satisfactory temporary solution to submit data into the FAO Global 

Record (GR). In essence, a CSV file is a simple file format which allows data to be saved in a table 

structured format and be opened by any spreadsheet program such as Microsoft Excel or OpenOffice 

Calc. The data upload through CSV/Excel files, therefore, is based on simple spreadsheets called 

templates with a selected set of data fields as column/table headings. 
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The automated data exchange mechanism based on Application Programming Interfaces (APIs) 

will serve to streamline data transfer from both national and relevant regional systems into the FAO 

Global Record (GR). APIs would provide a programmatic interface through which data provider 

systems could automatically submit their data into the FAO Global Record (GR). This method of 

communication between software systems is widespread and durable, technology-independent and 

makes use of the common internet for interoperability. Setting up such a channel requires little software 

development effort and offers multiple benefits, which include inter alia, close to real time data updates, 

resource saving and improved consistency and reliability of data by reducing the possibility of human 

errors, decreasing delays, and streamlining data transfer processes. As result of all this, APIs will help 

to have a learner system to regular updates, avoiding the “mass-update” bias of large and massive data 

information update. 

In this regard, a representative from Thailand suggested that the automatic link to share data of 

fishing vessels which IMO number to FAO Global Record (GR) is prior and suitable for the future 

collaboration between both databases. 

However, a representative from Philippines suggested to consider in (3) three issues including 

1) The data requirement up to the two system (RFVR database and FAO Global Record) is same or 

difference, 2) Concern on propose of its system that RFVR database and FAO Global Record and 3) 

Obligation of SEADEC or ASEAN Member States to provide the data to FAO.  

VI. INTRODUCTION, DEMONSTRATION, AND PRACTICE ON THE 

TEMPLATE/FORMAT OF CSV/EXCEL FILE TO UPLOAD THE KDEs TO THE 

RFVR DATABASE 

The Developer of the RFVR database, Ms. Namfon Imsamrarn, presented the “Introduction of 

RFVR Template (Excel File Format)”. She focused to preparation on the data in the RFVR Template 

(Excel file). There are (3) three points including the vessel type that refer to International Standard 

Statistical Classification of Fishery Vessels by Vessel Types (ISSCFV, Rev.1, 2019), format of Date 

(dd/mm/yyyy), and unit of gross tonnage and engine power should be concern. The example input data 

to RFVR Template in Excel file and save RFVR Template in Excel file to CSV file was demonstrated. 

As appears in Annex 15.  

She also presented on Development on Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) Database 

System version 2021 including designated users (Administrator, Country Users, and Public Users), role 

of designated users, how to access (http://www.seafdec.or.th/rfvr), structure on RFVR (menu, user 

profile, and dashboard), deep details of each menu including list of vessels, data upload, manage user, 

RFVR user manual, and related documents. Moreover, the bulk data upload (RFVR Template in CSV 
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file), create new account, how to change password was presented and demonstrated to the 

Teleworkshop. As appear in Annex 16. 

In the practice session, the preparation on the fishing vessels data in the RFVR Template (Excel 

file), save the RFVR Template in CSV file, access to RFVR Database, and upload the RFVR Template 

(CSV file) to RFVR Database was trained step by step.  

VII. CONCLUSION 

The update on fishing vessel registration and fishing license, implementation the activities to 

combating IUU fishing was shared by ASEAN Member States (AMSs). The preparation on RFVR 

Template and RFVR Database version 2021 was trained to participants. And SEAFDEC hope the 

database is friendly to use and upload data.  

After the Teleworkshop, SEAFDEC/TD will send the official letter to AMSs to inform, 

encourage and request the concerned officer from country responsible for updating and uploading the 

required information in the RFVR Database. The uploading the necessary real-time information to the 

RFVR Database will start on the 1st of November 2021 via www.seafdec.or.th/rfvr 

For the linkage RFVR with GR, SEAFDEC informed FAO is designing and re-building the 

system that will be long-term. If complete, SEAFDEC will invite Member Countries to consideration 

in the issues.  

VIII. CLOSING OF THE TELEWORKSHOP 

The Deputy Secretary-General and Deputy Chief of Training Department, Mr. Koichi Honda, 

expressed appreciation to all participants for active participation and cooperation during the 

Teleworkshop. He expressed to hope that shared the updated relevant all information and understanding 

of the introduced template/format for uploading the KDEs of RFVR database. Furthermore, he believed 

that all of participants could be practice and successfully how to upload the KDEs to the RFVR database 

which will respond by Member Country to find real time update information. He then declared the 

Consultation closed. His Closing Remarks appears as Annex 17. 
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OPENING REMARKS 

Mr. Koichi Honda 

SEAFDEC Deputy Secretary- General 

Teleworkshop on Development and Improvement of Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) for 
Combating IUU fishing in Southeast Asia 

28-30 September 2021 

Distinguished Delegates from the SEAFDEC’s National RFVR Focal Points, representatives from 
ASEAN Member States (AMSs), My Colleagues from SEAFDEC, Ladies and Gentlemen, Good 
Morning! 

It is a great pleasure for me to deliver this opening remark in this valuable event and welcome all of 
you to the “Teleworkshop on Development and Improvement of Regional Fishing Vessels Record 
(RFVR) for Combating IUU fishing in Southeast Asia” which is organized by the SEAFDEC 
Training Department. The Teleworkshop will be held from today until 30 September 2021. 

The RFVR for 24 meters in length and over and its database system were developed by SEAFDEC in 
collaboration with AMSs in 2015 through a series of Regional Expert Meetings and Regional Technical 
Consultations. The RFVR Database is a basic information required effective tools to support the fishing 
vessel inspection to reduce the Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing vessels through 
enhancing transparency, traceability, and support inspection in relation to PSM activities. It is expected 
that RFVR will work as a practical tool for related authorities such as local inspector, port state 
inspector, high rank fisheries officer, and technical fisheries officer of the AMSs in checking and taking 
corrective actions against inappropriate behavior of its fishing vessels, thereby supporting the 
elimination of IUU fishing in the Southeast Asian Region. 

Since 2015, SEAFDEC has facilitated and supported AMSs to upload update Key Data Elements 
(KDEs) to RFVR Database twice a year. To encourage and support utilization of the RFVR database, 
the required KDEs should be updated in real time. In this connection, transferring the key-in update 
KDEs in RFVR Database by SEAFDEC to AMSs was discussed in the RFVR workshop last year 
through was proposed to the 53rd SEAFDEC Council Meeting in 2021.   

To follow the mentions proposed issue, SEAFDEC developed platform to upload the KDEs to the 
RFVR database. The introduction and demonstration of the use of this platform will conduct in this 
three-day Teleworkshop through exchanging, and updating the information on vessels registration and, 
fishing license including the implementation activities to combat IUU fishing among AMSs.  

Last but not least, I would also encourage all participants to earnestly take part in all the activities of 
the Teleworkshop. Your active involvement would also lead to the achievement of the objectives of the 
Teleworkshop. 
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With that ladies and gentleman, I am pleased to declare this Teleworkshop on Development and 
Improvement of Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) for Combating IUU fishing in Southeast 
Asia open.  

Thank you very much, have a good day and stay safe from COVID 19 pandemic! 
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PROSPECTUS AND AGENDA 

Teleworkshop on Development and Improvement of Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) 
for Combating IUU fishing in the Southeast Asia  

28-30 September 2021 

I. BACKGROUND AND RATIONALE 

The growing domestic and international demand for fish and fishery products has been resulting in the 
excessive exploitation of aquatic resources in the world including the Southeast Asian region. The 
increasing demand for fish has driven fishers to catch more fish by all means even to the extent of 
practicing Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing. Taking into account of IUU fishing 
appeared in the ASEAN Member States (AMSs) such as poaching in the waters of the neighboring 
country(ies), illegally crossing the border for landing their catch due to the higher market price, and 
operating a stateless fishing vessel in the waters of two countries without its deregistration, these forms 
of IUU fishing are problems and affect to the management of fisheries. During the past ten years, the 
Southeast Asian countries have focused their efforts towards the promotion of sustainable fisheries 
management and the implementation of countermeasures to address IUU fishing. At regional level, 
SEAFDEC has been promoting the development of regional tools and supporting AMSs for combating 
IUU fishing, such as the Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) and etc. 

The Regional Fishing Vessels Record for 24 meters in length and over (RFVR-24m) and its database 
system were developed by SEAFDEC in 2015 through a series of Regional Expert Meetings and 
Regional Technical Consultations. Currently, the RFVR-24m includes the 28 Key Data Elements 
(KDEs) as information required to support the fishing vessel inspection by Port State to protect the IUU 
fishing vessels’ entry into port. It is expected that the RFVR work as a practical tool for the relevant 
Government authorities of the AMSs in checking and taking corrective actions against inappropriate 
behavior of fishing vessels. Therefore, it is important for AMSs to continue updating its data in the 
RFVR-24m every year to be served as a tool to combat IUU fishing effectively in the ASEAN region.  

To support utilization of the current RFVR database, information should be real-time updated. In this 
connection, the participating countries through the 53rd SEAFDEC Councill Meeting agreed that TD 
should transfer responsibility to their respective countries to key-in data in order to get such real-time 
information. Therefore, TD has developed of regional template/format for the countries uploading their 
respective KDEs by using CSV/Excel file.  

Regarding to introduction of how to use of template/format of CSV/Excel file whereby the respective 
country can key-in and upload the KDEs to the RFVR database through update information on vessel 
registration, fishing license and implementation of activities to combat IUU fishing among ASEAN 
Member States (AMSs), the SEAFDEC/TD is planning to organize “Teleworkshop on Development 
and Improvement of Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) for Combating IUU fishing in the 
Southeast Asia” from 28 to 30 September 2021 via online platform.  

II. OBJECTIVES 

1. Sharing of information on vessels registration and fishing license through implementation 
activities to combat IUU fishing among AMSs 

2. Introduction and demonstration of the use of template/format of CSV/Excel file to upload the 
KDEs to the RFVR database  
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III. EXPECTED OUTPUTS 

1. Updating information of vessels registration and fishing license and implementation of 
activities to combat IUU fishing among AMSs 

2. Understanding the use of templated/format to upload the KDEs of RFVR database which 
reduce the possibility of error occurrence in the database as the country can verify the data at 
any time. 

IV. PARTICIPANTS 

1. SEAFDEC’s National RFVR Focal Points   
2. Fisheries Officer of AMSs who will responsible and conduct to upload the KDEs to the RFVR 

database  

V. DATE AND VENUE  

28 to 30 September 2021 (for 3 days) by Teleworkshop (by Zoom application) 
Time: UTC+7: Bangkok, Thailand  

VI. PROVISIONAL AGENDA 

Agenda 1: Opening of the Teleworkshop 

Agenda 2: Country report on current /update information on 
o Vessel registration and fishing license   
o Situation of countries on implementation activities to reduce IUU fishing   

Agenda 3: Update information and progress of RFVR activities and discussion on the process to 
linkage information between RFVR and FAO Global Record (GR) 

Agenda 4: Introduction, demonstration, and practice on the templated/format of CSV/Excel file to 
upload the KDEs to the RFVR database 

Agenda 5: Conclusion 

Agenda 6: Closing of the Teleworkshop 
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PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND TIMETABLE 

28 September 2021 (Tuesday):  9:00 - 12:00 hrs 

Time Activity Remark 

8.45-9.00 Signing into virtual meeting platform (ZOOM)  

9:00-9:30  Agenda1: Opening of the Teleworkshop 
o Opening remark 

o Virtual group photo 

o Introduction (participants/ Teleworkshop) 

SEAFDEC Deputy 
Secretary- General 

9:30-12:00 
 
 
(Break:  

10 minutes) 

Agenda 2: Country report on current /update information on 
o Vessel registration and fishing license 

o Situation of countries on implementation activities 

to reduce IUU fishing 

Member Country 
(15 minutes per each 

country) 

29 September 2021 (Wednesday): 9:00 - 12:00 hrs. 

Time Activity Remark 

9:00-9:30 
 

Agenda 3:  

 Update information and progress of RFVR activities  

 Discussion on the process to linkage information 
between RFVR and FAO Global Record (GR) 

RFVR Team 

9:30-12:00 
 
(Break:  

10 minutes) 

Agenda 4: 

 Introduction of templated/format of CSV/Excel file to 
upload the KDEs to the RFVR database to reduce the 
possibility of error occurrence in the database 

RFVR Team 

30 September 2021 (Thursday): 9:00 - 12:00 hrs. 

Time Activity Remark 

9:00-11:30 
 
 
 
(Break:  

10 minutes) 

Agenda 4: (cont’d) 

 Demonstration how to use templated/format of 
CSV/Excel file to upload the KDEs to the RFVR 
database 

 Practice on the use of templated/format of CSV/Excel 
file to upload the KDEs to the RFVR database 

RFVR Team 

11:30-11:50 Agenda 5: Conclusion RFVR Team 

11:50-12:00 Agenda 6: Closing of the Teleworkshop 
o Closing remark 

SEAFDEC Deputy 
Secretary- General 
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CLOSING REMARKS 

Mr. Koichi Honda 

SEAFDEC Deputy Secretary- General 

Teleworkshop on Development and Improvement of Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) for 
Combating IUU fishing in Southeast Asia 

28-30 September 2021 

Distinguished Delegates from the SEAFDEC’s National RFVR Focal Points, representatives from 
ASEAN Member Countries, My Colleagues from SEAFDEC, Ladies and Gentlemen, Good Morning! 

On behalf of SEAFDEC, I would like to extend my sincere gratitude and appreciation to all the 
participants for your active participation and cooperation during the Teleworkshop. Your efforts have 
indeed led to the success of this Teleworkshop and I would also wish to thank those who have worked 
hard for the smooth arrangements of this Teleworkshop. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, during three-days of the Teleworkshop, you might felt very hard and tired with 
a very intensive workshop. It composes of sessions and activities for you to practice and participate. 
However, I do hope that you have shared the updated relevant all information and understanding of the 
introduced template/format for uploading the KDEs of RFVR database. And I do believe that all of you 
could be practice and successfully how to upload the KDEs to the RFVR database which will respond 
by your country to find real time update information.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is my role now to declare this Teleworkshop on Development and 
Improvement of Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) for Combating IUU fishing in Southeast 
Asia closed.  

I wish you all safe from COVID-19 and looking forward to see you again in near future. 

Thank you. 
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