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Report 

The Regional Training Course on the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 1982 

(UNCLOS 1982) in Fisheries Perspective 

6-9 November 2023 

I. Overview and Summary of Training 

Regarding the “Regional Training Course on the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

1982 (UNCLOS 1982) in Fisheries Perspective” under the project Strengthening Regional Cooperation 

and Enhancing National Capacities to Eliminate IUU Fishing in Southeast Asia was organized by the 

Training Department from 6 to 9 November 2023. The aim of the Regional Training is capacity 

building to enhance the knowledge of fisheries officers of AMSs on the UNCLOS 1982 in the context 

of fisheries, international and regional initiatives to prevent, deter, and eliminate Illegal, Unreported, 

and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing, national fisheries law and regulation of AMSs, information sharing 

and exchange of information on the National Plan of Action to prevent, deter, and eliminate Illegal, 

Unreported, and Unregulated fishing (NPOA-IUU) in AMSs, and understanding international 

agreement which aims at prevent, deter, and eliminate Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) 

Fishing.  

There were 42 participants from SEAFDEC Member Countries including Cambodia, Indonesia, 

Myanmar, Malaysia, Lao PDR, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Viet Nam and SEAFDEC 

Departments (Secretariat, Aquaculture Department, Marine Fishery Resources Development and 

Management Department, and Inland Fishery Resources Development and Management Department) 

attended this Regional Training which the list of participants as in Annex 1 and the course curriculum 

as Annex 2. The activities are as follows: 

The National Fisheries Law and Regulation Relevant to Combat IUU Fishing, National Plan of Action 

to Prevent, Deter, and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing (NPOA-IUU), and 

International Instrument relating to Fisheries Perspective through Prevent, Deter, and Eliminate IUU 

Fishing was presented by representative of SEAFDEC Member Countries. As shown in Annex 3. 

The Overview of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 1982 (UNCLOS 1982) was 

presented by Ms. Rachel Lucas from the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea 

(DOALOS), United Nations. Her presentation explained the global framework including UNCLOS, 

implementing agreement (Part XI Agreement, UNFSA, BBNJ), and other instruments and processes, 

an overview of the bodies established under the UNCLOS including the International Tribunal for the 

Law of the Sea (ITLOS), International Seabed Authority (ISA), Commission on the Limits of the 

Continental Shelf (CLCS), and Meeting of States Parties (MSP). The UNCLOS is an overarching 

legal regime for sustainable fisheries under international law. 

Moreover, she explained maritime zones and special geographical characteristics. The UNCLOS sets 

out different maritime zones measured from baselines. In each zone, the rights and jurisdiction of the 

coastal State are balanced against the freedoms of other States, and in general, the further away from 

the coast, the less strong the rights and jurisdiction of the coastal State and the more freedoms other 

States. Moreover, she explained the activities that can be done in the maritime zone as navigation, 

fishing, marine science, mining and other activities under national jurisdiction, artificial islands 

installations and structures, submarine cables and pipelines, and protection and preservation of other 

marine environments which the UNCLOS sets out rights and obligations of States with regard to 

different activities in the ocean and these provisions are typically complemented other international 

and regional instruments as Annex 4. 
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The overview of the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement was presented by Mr. Michele Ameri 

from the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea (DOALOS),  United Nations. His 

presentation explained the background, objectives, provisions, and effectiveness of the UN Fish 

Stocks Agreement. The UN Fish Stocks Agreement is a detailed legal regime for straddling fish stocks 

and highly migratory fish stocks. This agreement provides a framework for cooperation in the 

conservation and management of fishery resources within and beyond areas of national jurisdiction 

including a precautionary approach, compatibility between measures within and beyond national 

jurisdiction, role of regional fisheries management organization and arrangements, strengthened 

compliance and enforcement regime, and recognition of special requirements of developing States as 

Annex 5.  

The agreement under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the conservation and 

sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction (BBNJ Agreement) 

was presented by Ms. Charlotte Salpin, the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea 

(DOALOS), United Nations. The BBNJ Agreement is the third implementing agreement to UNCLOS 

which is consistent with UNCLOS, not prejudice the rights, jurisdiction and duties of States under the 

Convention, and legal status of non-parties to UNCLOS not affected by the Agreement. The 

overviews, implementation and compliance, institutional arrangements, funding, and dispute 

settlement of the BBNJ Agreement were presented in this training as Annex 6. 

The international agreement to combat IUU fishing was presented by Ms. Angela Lentisco, Fishery 

and Aquaculture Officer, FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific. Her presentation informed the 

timeline, overview, and objectives of international fisheries instruments and tools to combat IUU 

fishing including UNCLOS, the Cancun Declaration, the FAO Compliance Agreement, Straddling and 

Highly Migratory Fish Stocks Agreement, the Code of Conduct of Responsible Fisheries (CCRF), 

International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated 

Fishing (IPOA-IUU), The Rome Declaration on IUU Fishing, Port State Measures Agreement, SDGs 

and SDG14, Global Record, Voluntary Guidelines on the Marking and Fishing Gear, and Voluntary 

Guidelines for Transshipment as Annex 7. 

The enforcement of international and domestic fisheries laws - Case Studies was presented by Mr. 

Ganeson Vethiah, a Vetted MCS Expert/ Fisheries Law and Enforcement Expert, from Malaysia. The 

objectives of his presentation are to understand Public International Law in relation to fisheries law, 

understand the application of Public International Law through Domestic Laws, and provide the 

importance of local and global judicial decisions in enforcing fisheries law.  The meaning of Public 

International Law (PIL) and Private International Law (CL), the distinction between International Law 

and National Legal System, the introduction of International Law into Domestic Law, State 

Jurisdiction, the maritime zone, and the enforcement of laws and regulations of Coastal State were 

explained to participants. Moreover, he explained the case studies, enforcement of international and 

Domestic Fisheries Laws, and other emerging enforcement measures to combat IUU fishing to 

participants for more understanding as Annex 8.  

The special adviser to the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of Japan for International 

Affairs, Mr. Ichiro Nomura, presented the Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) 

Agreement and its implications in fisheries management. The details of the BBNJ agreement 

especially part III: Measures such as Area-Based Management Tools (ABMT), including Marine 

Protected Areas which is related to fisheries activities were explained in deep detail in this training. 

BBNJ Agreement is open for signature from 20 September 2023 to 20 September 2025. As of 5 

October 2023, 82 nations signed it including all EU Member States (27), UK, US, China, Australia, 

Brazil, and Mexico. Moreover, the mechanism to establish ABMT, implications in fisheries 

governance, and prospects for BBNJ were also presented to participants.  As Annex 9. 

The implementation of FAO and fishery bodies in UNCLOS and other agreements was presented by 

Ms. Minmin Lei, Fisheries Officer, FAO. Her presentation explained the basis for establishing 
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international fisheries instruments for the conservation and management of common or shared fish 

stocks in particular in areas beyond national jurisdiction (ABNJ), examine international legal 

frameworks that support combating illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing, with a focus on 

the FAO Agreement on Port State Measures (PSMA) and the FAO Compliance Agreement, overview 

of Regional Fishery Bodies (RFBs) including Regional Fisheries Management Organizations 

(RFMOs) including mechanisms for cooperation, establishment and function, implementation of the 

international fisheries instruments, and the outlook, establish chain of custody to combat IUU fishing 

and how FAO global information systems support as verification system and tools such as vessel 

records, fishing license database, logbook reporting, observer reports, etc., and FAO implementation 

of international instruments of relevance to fisheries, such as Convention in International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) in the fisheries sector, with a focus on legal 

perspectives as Annex 10.  
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Cambodia 

Kao Monirith (Mr.) 

Director 

Marine Fisheries Administration Inspectorate 

Phum 3, SangkatNo 1, Preah Sihanouk City, 

Preah Sihanouk Province, Cambodia 

Tel/Fax: +855 12 583 828 

E-mail: kaomonirith@yahoo.com 

Aing Sokevpheaktra (Mr.) 

Vice Chief of Contention Division, Department 

of Administrative Affair and Litigation 

 

Fisheries Administration, Ministry of 

Agriculture Forestry and Fisheries 

No.186 Preah Norodom Blvd, Sangkat Tonle 

Bassac, Khan Chamcar Mon, Phnom Penh 

Capital, Cambodia  

Tel/Fax: +855 77 782 883  

E-mail: sokpheaktra2014@gmail.com 

Nea Vouch Lang (Ms.) 

Official  

 

Department of Fisheries Affairs, Fisheries 

Administration, Ministry of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries  

No.186 Preah Norodom Blvd (41), Sangkat 

Tonle Bassac, Phnom Penh Capital, Cambodia  

Tel/Fax: +855 12 789 646  

E-mail: nea.vouchlang@gmail.co 

  

Indonesia 

Sitti Hamdiyah (Mrs.) 

Senior Policy Analyst 

The Bureau of Public Relations and Foreign 

Cooperation, Secretariat General, Ministry of 

Marine Affairs and Fisheries, Republic of 

Indonesia 

Jl. Medan Merdeka Timur No. 16 Jakarta  

Tel/Fax: +62 21 3864293 

E-mail: sh.diyah@gmail.com, 

sitti.hamdiyah@kkp.go.id 

Jatu Fajarika Nugrohorukmi (Ms.) 

Policy Analyst 

 

The Bureau of Legal Affairs, Secretariat 

General, Ministry of Marine Affairs and 

Fisheries, Republic of Indonesia  

Jalan Medan Merdeka Timur no. 16, Gambir 

Jakarta Pusat, Jakarta  

Tel/Fax: +62 21 3519070  

E-mail: jatu.fn@kkp.go.id 

Siska Ayu Khoirunissa (Mrs.) 

Legal Analyst 

Secretariat to the Directorate General of Capture 

Fisheries, Ministry of Marine Affairs and 

Fisheries, Republic of Indonesia 

16 Medan Merdeka Timur Street, Jakarta, DKI 

Jakarta, 10110 

E-mail: siskaayu26@gmail.com 
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Lao PDR 

Bouakeo Vong Amnath (Mr.) 

Deputy Director 

National Fisheries Development Center, 

Department of Livestock and Fisheries 

6644 Vientaine, 01000, Lao PDR 

Tel: +856 21 215 242 – 3 

Fax: +856 21 217 869 

E-mail: b.vongam@gmail.com 

Anousone Mingmeuangthong (Mrs.) 

Fisheries officer 

Division of Fisheries, Department of Livestock 

and Fisheries 

6644 Vientaine, 01000, Lao PDR 

Tel/Fax: + 856 20 9547 4555 

E-mail: anousoneming99@gmail.com 

Daovieng Yaibouathong (Ms.) 

Fisheries officer 

Division of Fisheries, Department of Livestock 

and Fisheries 

6644 Vientaine, 01000, Lao PDR 

Tel: +856 21 215 242 – 3 

Fax: +856 21 217 869 

E-mail: da_yaibouathong@hotmail.com 

  

Malaysia 

Nur Fadhlina Chan binti Mahadie Chan 

(Ms.) 

Senior Fisheries Officer 

Policy and Strategic Planning Division, 

Department of Fisheries Malaysia  

Level 2, Tower Block 4g2, Wisma Tani No.30, 

Persiaran Perdana, Precinct 4, 62628 Putrajaya, 

Malaysia 

Tel: +603 8870 4321 

Fax: +603 8889 1195  

E-mail: fadhlina@dof.gov.my 

Nor Afiqah binti Mohd Sofian (Ms.) 

Fisheries Officer 

Legal Office, Department of Fisheries Malaysia  

Level 2, Podium 2, Tower Block 4g2, Wisma 

Tani No.30, Persiaran Perdana, Precinct 4, 

62628 Putrajaya, Malaysia 

Tel: +603 8870 4706 

Fax: +603 8889 2180  

E-mail: norafiqah@dof.gov.my 

Muhammad Hafiz bin Mohd Amin (Mr.) 

Fisheries Officer 

Conservation & Fisheries Protection Section 

Selangor State Fisheries Office 

Level 7, Wisma PKPS 

Persiaran Perbandaran, Seksyen 14, 40675 Shah 

Alam, Selangor, Malaysia 

Tel: +603 5519 0169 / 0170 

Fax:  +603 5519 0690 / 5513 2655 

E-mail: hafizamin@dof.gov.my 
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Thi Thu Win Tin (Ms.) 

Fishery Officer 

Department of Fisheries, Ministry of 

Agriculture Livestock, and Irrigation 

Building No. (36), Ministerial Zone, Nay Pyi 

Taw, Myanmar 

Tel/Fax: +95 9 254554347 

E-mail: thithuwintin.tt@gmail.com 

Soe Htet Htet Aung (Ms.) 

Fishery Officer 

Department of Fisheries, Ministry of 

Agriculture Livestock, and Irrigation 

Building No. (36), Ministerial Zone, Nay Pyi 

Taw, Myanmar 

Tel/Fax: +95 9 250204720 

E-mail: soehtet2211@gmail.com 

Myat Thiha Saw (Mr.) 

Deputy Officer 

Department of Fisheries, Ministry of 

Agriculture Livestock, and Irrigation 

Building No. (36), Ministerial Zone, Nay Pyi 

Taw, Myanmar 

Tel/Fax: +95 9 945727555 

E-mail: myatthihasaw@gmail.com 

  

Philippines 

Atty. Felizardo N. Pulumbarit, Jr., (Mr.) 

Market Specialist IV 

Department of Agriculture - Bureau of Fisheries 

and Aquatic Resources 

Fisheries Building Complex, BPI Compound, 

Visayas Avenue, Barangay Vasa, 1128 Quezon 

City, Philippines 

Tel/Fax: +63 2 8539 5684 

E-mail: fpulumbarit@bfar.da.gov.ph 

Atty. Christopher M. Ignacio (Mr.) 

Attorney II / Legal Officer 

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources - 

Regional Office IX 

R.T. Lim Boulevard, Zamboanga City, 

Philippines 

Tel: +63 991 8192 

Fax: +63 993 2046 

E-mail: cmi.bfar@gmail.com 

Kima Karla H. Cedo (Ms.) 

Senior Aquaculturist 

 

Department of Agriculture - Bureau of Fisheries 

and Aquatic Resources 

Fisheries Building Complex, BPI Compound, 

Bgy. Vasra, Visyas Avenue, Quezon City 1128 

Philippines  

Tel/Fax: +63 917 206 6552  

E-mail: kimakarlacedo@gmail.com 
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Singapore 

Lin Tingting (Ms.) 

Senior Manager, Fishery Ports Team, Southwest 

Regional Office 

 

Singapore Food Agency 

52 Jurong Gateway Road, #14-01, Singapore 

608550 

Tel/Fax: +65 9322 1232 

E-mail: Lin_Tingting@sfa.gov.sg 

  

Thailand 

Chutima Pokhun (Ms.) 

Fisheries Biologist, Senior Professional Level 

Fisheries Foreign Affairs Division, 

Department of Fisheries 

Kaset Klang, Chatuchak, Bangkok 

10900,Thailand 

Tel/Fax: +66 8 2450 6498 

E-mail: chutimappho@gmail.com 

Eakapap Boonchan (Mr.) 

Fisheries Biologist, Practitioner Level 

Fisheries Foreign Affairs Division, 

Department of Fisheries 

Kaset Klang, Chatuchak, Bangkok, 

10900,Thailand 

Tel/Fax: +66 2561 1563 

E-mail: eakkapap.scdc@gmail.com 

Woramate Chatinakrob (Mr.) 

Legal Officer, Practitioner Level 

Legal Affairs Division, Department of Fisheries 

Kaset Klang, Chatuchak, Bangkok, 

10900,Thailand  

Tel/Fax: +66 8 6357 9933 

E-mail: woramate33600@gmail.com 

  

Viet Nam 

Tran Thanh Duong (Mr.) 

Principal Official 

Department of Fisheries, Ministry of 

Agriculture and Rural Development 

No. 10 Nguyen Cong Hoa Road, Ba Dinh 

District, Ha Noi City, Viet Nam 

Tel/Fax: +84 91500 2277 

E-mail: - 

Pham Van Truong (Mr.) 

Official 

Department of Fisheries, Ministry of 

Agriculture and Rural Development 

No. 10 Nguyen Cong Hoa Road, Ba Dinh 

District, Ha Noi City, Viet Nam 

Tel/Fax: +84 33886 6155 

E-mail: Pvtruongbkxdkt88@gmail.com 

Phan Thi Thanh Tam (Ms.) 

Official 

Department of Fisheries, Ministry of 

Agriculture and Rural Development 

No. 10 Nguyen Cong Hoa Road, Ba Dinh 

District, Ha Noi City, Viet Nam 
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Forestry and Fisheries for International Affairs 

(Fisheries) of the Japanese Government 

 

Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 

(MAFF) 

1-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-

8950, Japan. 

Tel: +81 03 3502 8111 

E-mail: inomura75@gmail.com 

Ganesan Vethiah (Mr.) 

Vetted MCS Expert/ Fisheries Law and 

Enforcement Expert 

Malaysia 

271, Jalan Sri Petaling 2, Bandar Baru Sri 

Petaling, 57000, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

E-mail: ganesanvethiah@gmail.com 

Dr. Angela Lentisco (Ms.) 

Fishery and Aquaculture Officer 

Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations (FAO) 

Email: Angela.Lentisco@fao.org 

Minmin Lei (Ms.) 

Fisheries Officer  

Fisheries Global and Regional Processes Team, 

Fisheries and Aquaculture Division 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations (FAO) 

E-mail: Minmin.Lei@fao.org 

Charlotte Salpin (Ms.) 

Senior Legal Officer 

 

 

Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the 

Sea (DOALOS) 

Office of Legal Affairs 

United Nations 

E-mail: salpin@un.org 

Michele Ameri (Mr.) 

Legal Officer 

Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the 

Sea (DOALOS) 

Office of Legal Affairs 

United Nations 

E-mail: amerim@un.org 

Rachel Lucas (Ms.) 

Associate Legal Officer 

Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the 

Sea (DOALOS) 

Office of Legal Affairs 

United Nations 

E-mail: rachel.lucas@un.org 
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Secretary-General and Chief of the Training 
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P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Chatuchak, Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel: +66 2940 6327 

Fax: +66 2940 6336 

E-mail: sg@seafdec.org 

Dr. Tomoko Nakazato (Ms.) 

Deputy Secretary-General, Deputy Chief of the 

Training Department and Japanese Trust Fund 

Program Manager 

 

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Chatuchak, Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel: +66 2940 6327 

Fax: +66 2940 6336 

E-mail: dsg@seafdec.org 

Takatsugu Kudoh (Mr.) 

Assistant Project Manager for the 
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P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 
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Tel: +66 2940 6327 Ext.111 

Fax: +66 2940 6336 
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Nualanong Tongdee (Ms.) 
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Chatuchak, Bangkok 10903, Thailand 
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Fax: +66 2940 6336 

E-mail: saivason@seafdec.org 
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Policy Officer 
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Tel: +66 2940 6327 Ext.121 

Fax: +66 2940 6336 

E-mail: sawitree@seafdec.org 

Ui Fujimaki (Ms.) 

Secretary to Deputy Secretary-General 

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Chatuchak, Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel: +66 2940 6327 Ext.113 

Fax: +66 2940 6336 

E-mail: sdsg@seafdec.org 

  

SEAFDEC Aquaculture Department (AQD) 

Atty. Isagani M. Dionela (Mr.) 

Human Resource Management Section Head  

Human Resource Management Section, 

SEAFDEC/AQD  
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E-mail: taweekiet@seafdec.org 
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SEAFDEC/TD 
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SEAFDEC/TD 
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Samut Prakan 10290, Thailand 
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Observers 

Pattaraporn Jitanutarachote (Ms.) 

Fisheries Biologist, Senior Professional Level 

Fisheries Foreign Affairs Division, 

Department of Fisheries (Thailand) 

Kaset Klang, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900, 

Thailand 

Tel/Fax: +66 94282 1661 

E-mail: pattarapornj@gmail.com 

Niracha Yoocharern (Ms.) 

Fisheries Biologist, Practitioner Level 

Fisheries Foreign Affairs Division, 

Department of Fisheries (Thailand) 

Kaset Klang, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900, 

Thailand 

Tel/Fax: +66 85 439 9652 

E-mail: niracha.yoocharern@gmail.com 

  

Administrative 

Namfon Imsamrarn (Ms.)  

Information Technology Officer 

 

Training and Research Supporting Division, 

SEAFDEC/TD 

P.O. Box 97 Phrasamutchedi, 

Samut Prakan 10290, Thailand 
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Fax: +66 2425 6110 to 11 

E-mail: namfon@seafdec.org 

Krit Phusirimongkol (Mr.)  

Training and Extension Officer 

 

Training and Research Supporting Division, 

SEAFDEC/TD 

P.O. Box 97 Phrasamutchedi, 

Samut Prakan 10290, Thailand 

Tel: +66 2425 6121 

Fax: +66 2425 6110 to 11 

E-mail: krit@seafdec.org 

Tanapat Sorragittayamate (Mr.)  

Internet System Administrator 

 

Training and Research Supporting Division, 

SEAFDEC/TD 

P.O. Box 97 Phrasamutchedi, 

Samut Prakan 10290, Thailand 

Tel: +66 2425 6123 

Fax: +66 2425 6110 to 11 

E-mail: tanapat@seafdec.org   

Yanida Suthipol (Ms.)  

Information Technology Officer 

 

Training and Research Supporting Division, 

SEAFDEC/TD 

P.O. Box 97 Phrasamutchedi, 

Samut Prakan 10290, Thailand 

Tel: +66 2425 6115 

Fax: +66 2425 6110 to 11 

E-mail: yanida@seafdec.org 
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COURSE CURRICULUM  

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The ocean covers approximately 70.8% of the surface of the earth and serves as a vital resource for 

various activities such as transportation, industry, and fisheries. To ensure the sustainable use of marine 

resources and the peaceful operation of marine activities, it is essential to establish rules and regulations 

in line with international law. The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 1982 (UNCLOS 

1982) provides the framework for these regulations, encompassing a wide range of matters, including 

State rights and obligations in maritime zones, marine resource utilization, marine environment 

protection, marine scientific research, and more. 

 

Over the past decade, Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing has emerged as a significant 

global concern. IUU fishing encompasses a broad spectrum of fishing activities, occurring both within 

national jurisdictions and on the high seas. It poses a threat to sustainable fisheries management, fishery 

resources, and marine biodiversity. To combat IUU fishing effectively, the European Union has 

initiated IUU Regulations based on UNCLOS 1982, urging all countries, including those in ASEAN, 

to address this issue seriously. 

 

To enhance the capacity and knowledge of fisheries officers from ASEAN Member States (AMSs) in 

relation to UNCLOS 1982 and its implications for fisheries, as well as to share information on the 

National Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter, and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing 

(NPOA-IUU) and international agreements related to IUU fishing, SEAFDEC/TD is organizing the 

Regional Training Course on the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 1982 (UNCLOS 

1982) in Fisheries Perspective in Bangkok, Thailand. 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 

1. Capacity Building: Enhance the knowledge of fisheries officers of AMSs on the following topics  

1.1. The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 1982 (UNCLOS 1982) 

1.2. UNCLOS 1982 in the context of fisheries 

1.3. International and regional initiatives to prevent, deter, and eliminate Illegal, Unreported, 

and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing 

1.4. National fisheries law and regulation of AMSs 

2. Information Sharing: Facilitate the exchange of information on the National Plan of Action to 

Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing (NPOA-IUU) in 

AMSs 

3. Understanding International Agreements: Enhance knowledge of participants on international 

agreements aimed at preventing, deterring, and eliminating Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated 

(IUU) Fishing 

 

EXPECTED OUTPUTS 

 

By the end of the course, participants will be able to:  

1. Comprehend UNCLOS 1982: Understand the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 

Sea 1982 (UNCLOS 1982) and its implications for combating IUU  

2. Updated NPOA-IUU information: Be updated on the National Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter 

and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing (NPOA-IUU) in AMSs 

3. International Agreement Knowledge: Gain knowledge about international agreements that aim 

to prevent, deter and eliminate Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing 
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PARTICIPANTS 

 

1. Three (3) fisheries officers from each AMS   

2. Relevant staff of the SEAFDEC/TD     

 

 

DATE AND VENUE  

 

The regional workshop will be held on 6–9 November 2023 (4 days) in Bangkok, Thailand. 

 

 

TIMETABLE (TENTATIVE)  

 

Remark: The timetable of the subject might be changed depending on the suitable and available of 

resource person. 

 

6 November 2023, 0900-1600 hrs.  

Opening Ceremony  Dr. Suttinee Limthammahisorn 

Secretary-General 

and Chief of the Training 

Department 

Countries Report and Presentation (6 hours)  

• National Fisheries Law and Regulation Relevant to Combat 

IUU Fishing 

• National Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate 

Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing (NPOA-IUU)  

 

AMSs Participants 

Reception Dinner 

 

 

7 November 2023, 0900-1200 hrs.  

UNCLOS and UN Fish Stock (3 hours)  

• Overview of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 

Sea of 10 December 1982 (UNCLOS) 

• UN Fish Stocks Agreement 

Mr. Michele Ameri, and  

Ms. Rachel Lucas,  

DOALOS, United Nations 

(Online platform) 

7 November 2023, 1300-1600 hrs.  

Enforcement of International and Domestic Fisheries Laws- Case 

Studies (3 hours) 

 

• International and domestic typologies/ case studies. Mr.Ganesan Vethiah, 

Development Law Specialist 

8 November 2023, 0900-1200 hrs.  

Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) Agreement 

(High Seas Treaty) (3 hours) 

 

• Overview and introduction of BBNJ 

• Importance of BBNJ 

Ms.Charlotte Salpin  

DOALOS,  

United Nations 

(Online Platform) 
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8 November 2023, 1300-1600 hrs.  

International Instruments of the Implementation of the Provision of 

the UNCLOS Relating to Fisheries Perspective through Prevent, 

Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) 

Fishing (3 hours) 

 

• The Declaration of Cancun 1992 

• United Nations Conference on Environment and Development: 

UNCED 1992 or Agenda 21 

• Agreement to Promote Compliance with International 

Conservation and Management Measure by Fishing Vessel on 

the High Seas, 1993 or 1993 Compliance Agreement 

• Agreement of the Implementation of the Provision of the United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 

Relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling 

Fish Stocks and High by Migratory Fish Stocks 

• The Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (CCRF) 

• International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate 

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (IPOA-IUU) 

• FAO Port State Measure Agreement (PSMA) 

• Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport 

Vessels and Supply Vessels 

• Global Information Exchange System (GIES) 

• Voluntary Guideline on Transhipment 

Ms.Angela Lentisco,  

FAO/RAP 

9 November 2023, 0900-1200 hrs.  

Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) Agreement 

(continue) (3 hours)  

• BBNJ focuses on fishery management and combat IUU 

fishing.  

• Benefit and Impact of BBNJ in Japan   

 

Mr.Ichiro Nomura,  

Special Advisor to the Minister 

of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Fisheries for International 

Affairs (Fisheries) of the 

Japanese Government  

9 November 2023, 1300-1600 hrs.   

Implementation of FAO and fishery bodies in UNCLOS and others 

agreement (3 hours) 

 

• FAO and the Implementation of: 

o UNCLOS and related fisheries instruments including 

the UNFSA and FAO legally binding Agreements 

o international fisheries instruments at the regional level 

including through Regional fishery bodies and regional 

fisheries management organizations 

o other multilateral environmental agreements (MEA) of 

relevance to fisheries including the Convention in 

International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 

Fauna and Flora (CITES) and the Convention on 

Biological Diversity and (CBD) 

o New or emerging agreements (e.g. BBNJ) 

Ms. Minmin Lei, 

Fisheries Officer, 

FAO/Rome  
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• FAO perspectives on RPOA-IUU and NPOA-IUU in Southeast 

Asia 

• Others 

Closing Ceremony Dr.Tomoko Nakazato 

Deputy Secretary-General and 

Deputy Chief of the Training 

Department 
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Summary of the National Fisheries Law and Regulation relevant to Combat IUU Fishing,  

National Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter, and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing (NPOA-IUU),  

and International Instrument relating to Fisheries Perspective through Prevent, Deter, and Eliminate IUU Fishing in Southeast Asian 

Countries National Fisheries Law and 

Regulation relevant to Combat IUU 

Fishing 

NPOA-IUU International Instrument Relating to 

Fisheries Perspective 

Cambodia - The Fisheries Law has been 

drafted and consulted with 

relevant Ministries and is 

expected to be promulgated by 

the end of 2023. 

- Fisheries Administration (FiA) 

has discussed with the 

Ministry of Public Work and 

Transport (MPWT) on marine 

fishing vessel registration and 

licensing, access to the marine 

fishing vessels database, and 

updated statistics of its 

registration of all medium and 

large-scale marine fishing 

vessels. 

- The Marine Fisheries Policy 

was adopted in October 2019. 

- The Ministry of Agriculture 

Forestry and Fisheries’ 

Proclamation on marine 

fishing gear has been drafted 

and is expected to be approved 

by the end of this year. The 

inventory of fish landing sites 

was also conducted. 

- The National Plan of Control 

and Inspection for Marine 

Fisheries, 2020-2024 (NPCI-

MF) plans to license all 

medium and large-scale 

marine fishing vessels within 3 

years. There are 1742 marine 

fishing vessels registered. 

- FiA established a VMS 

management team in July 

2023 and 125 fishing vessels 

longer than 18 meters were 

installed. 

- The VMS monitoring center is 

in Preah Sihanoukville city. 

- The patrol and inspection of 

marine activities are recorded 

and reported in the Monitoring 

and Reporting Tool (SMART) 

application which has been 

installed on mobile phones 

since 2020. 

   

- Became a Party to the PSMA on 

6 December 2019.  

- FiA established a technical team 

for implementing PSMA.  

- Standard Operating Procedure 

for PSMA Implementation was 

drafted and discussed.  

- Became a Party to the UNFSA 

on 28 February 2020. 
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Countries National Fisheries Law and 

Regulation relevant to Combat IUU 

Fishing 

NPOA-IUU International Instrument Relating to 

Fisheries Perspective 

Indonesia - Law No. 31/2004 on Fisheries 

and its amendments especially 

on Art 8.: Every person is 

prohibited from fishing and/or 

aquaculture by using chemical 

substance, biological 

substance, explosives material, 

tools and/or manner and/or 

construction which may ruin 

and/or jeopardize the fish 

resources sustainability and/or 

its environment in the fisheries 

management area of the 

Republic of Indonesia. 

- Law No. 27/2007 on 

Management of Coastal Zone 

and Small Islands and its 

amendments 

- Gov’t Regulation No. 60/2007 

on Conservation of Fish 

Resources 

- Gov’t Regulation No. 30/2008 

on Implementation of Fisheries 

Research and Development 

- Gov’t Regulation No. 27/2021 

on Implementation of Marine 

and Fisheries Sector 

- Regulation of President of RI 

No. 43/2016 on Ratification of 

PSMA 

- Implementing MCS 

consistently (VMS, Observer 

onboard, Logbook, Port 

Inspection) 

- Conducting fishing vessels 

inspection (Before, While and 

After Fishing Operations) 

- Developing surveillance 

infrastructures and integrated 

system 

- Exchange of data and 

information 

- Developing 

community/participatory base 

surveillance (POKMASWAS) 

- Organizing coordinated patrol 

- Reviewing and completing 

laws and regulations 

- Institutional strengthening of 

technical implementing unit 

- Capacity building for fisheries 

inspectors 

- Involving in the RFMOs as 

well as fisheries regional and 

bilateral cooperation 

- Promoting responsibility 

practice in fisheries including 

combating IUU Fishing 

- Ratification of United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the 

Sea 1982 (UNCLOS), UN Fish 

Stocks Agreement (UNFSA), 

FAO Compliance Agreement, 

and Port State Measure 

Agreement. 
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Countries National Fisheries Law and 

Regulation relevant to Combat IUU 

Fishing 

NPOA-IUU International Instrument Relating to 

Fisheries Perspective 

- Regulation of MMAF No. 

13/2005 on the Coordination 

Forum for Handling Criminal 

Offences in the Fisheries 

Sector and its amendments 

- Regulation of MMAF No. 

39/2019 on Implementation of 

Port State Provisions to 

Prevent, Deter and Combat 

IUU Fishing 

- Regulation of MMAF No. 

10/2021 on Standards for 

Business Activities and 

Products in the 

Implementation of Risk-based 

Business Licensing in the 

Marine and Fisheries Sector 

- Regulation of MMAF No. 

18/2021 on Placement of 

Fishing Gear and Fishing Aids 

in the FMA RI and the High 

Seas and Arrangement of 

Fishing Andons. 

- Regulation of MMAF No. 

20/2021 on National 

Commission for Fish 

Resources Assessment and its 

amendment 

- Regulation of MMAF No. 

27/2021 on Fishing and/or 

Fish Farming in the Fisheries 
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Countries National Fisheries Law and 

Regulation relevant to Combat IUU 

Fishing 

NPOA-IUU International Instrument Relating to 

Fisheries Perspective 

Management Area of the 

Republic of Indonesia that are 

not for Commercial Purposes  

Lao PDR - Lao PDR’s Fisheries Law was 

developed and declared in 

2009. 

- Disseminate Fisheries Law to 

the district and village level 

(Fisheries Communication) 

- Drafting Fisheries Decree by 

law and regulation  

• Establish a fisheries 

inspection officer. 

• Roles and 

responsibilities of the 

Fisherman Association 

• Enforcement of 

fisheries law 

-  

- National Policy concerning the 

development of the fisheries 

sub-sector: The government’s 

highest priority is to obtain 

food self-sufficiency both in 

agriculture and fish products 

to overcome poverty in rural 

areas and to improve the 

nutritional level as well as 

economic status. 

- Development Strategy 

Implement Plan (SIP) 2025. 

There are 3 priority areas:  

• Fishery production for 

food security 

• Fishery production for 

commodity and trade 

• Sustainable fisheries 

management and 

development with a 

focus on Catch 

Certification 

adaptation. 

 

- 

Malaysia - The Fisheries Act 1985 and its 

Regulations are the legislative 

framework for the 

- Malaysia’s NPOA-IUU 

launched in 2013. 

- Malaysia's Commitment to the 

international Instruments under 
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Countries National Fisheries Law and 

Regulation relevant to Combat IUU 

Fishing 

NPOA-IUU International Instrument Relating to 

Fisheries Perspective 

conservation, management, 

and development of the 

maritime and estuarine fishing 

and fisheries in Malaysia. 

- Malaysia has a very strong 

domestic law to combat IUU 

fishing committed either by 

local fishing vessels or foreign 

fishing vessels. 

- To strengthen Malaysia’s 

commitment at the 

international level to combat 

IUU Fishing. 

- Several enforcement agencies 

in Malaysia have teamed up to 

handle cases of IUU fishing 

vessels (13 agencies). 

- Maintain an updated Record of 

Fishing Vessels-MFVR. 

- Effective MCS of fishing 

activities  

• Vessel Monitoring 

System (VMS) 

• Zoning System 

• Marking of fishing 

vessel 

• Surveillance at sea  

- Cooperation and exchange of 

information with other States 

(ASEAN, SEAFDEC, PROA-

IUU, IOTC, IORA, and 

APCE)  

the responsibility of FAO is as 

follows; 

• UNCLOS 

• CA 

• UNFSA 

• CCRF 

• IPOA-IUU 

• Rome Declaration 

• PSMA 

• VG-FSP  

• Global Record    

• VG-CDS, and  

• VG-MFG 

- Another commitment is as 

follows; 

• Kunming-Montreal 

GBF 

• IOTC 

• FSA 

• Joint ASEAN-

SEAFDEC Declaration 

on Regional 

Cooperation for 

Combating Illegal 

Unreported and 

Unregulated (IUU) 

Fishing 

• ASEAN Roadmap on 

Combating Illegal, 
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Countries National Fisheries Law and 

Regulation relevant to Combat IUU 

Fishing 

NPOA-IUU International Instrument Relating to 

Fisheries Perspective 

Unreported and 

Unregulated Fishing  

• ASEAN Guidelines for 

Preventing the Entry of 

Fish and Fishery 

Products from IUU 

Fishing Activities into 

the Supply Chain 

• AN-IUU 

• RPOA-IUU 

• Indian Ocean Rim 

Association (IORA) 

Myanmar - Fisheries Laws 

• Law relating to the 

fishing rights of 

foreign fishing vessels. 

• Aquaculture Law 

• Myanmar Marine 

Fisheries Law 

• Freshwater Fisheries 

Law 

- Amending Laws 

• Law amending the 

Myanmar Marine 

Fisheries Law 

• Law amending the 

Law relating to the 

fishing rights of 

foreign fishing vessels. 

 

- Implementation of the 

National Plan of Action 

Combating Illegal, 

Unreported, and Unregulated 

(IUU) Fishing. 

- Promoting collaboration with 

related Local, Regional, and 

International Organizations for 

the implementation of the 

International, and regional 

provisions, ASEAN 

declarations and commitments. 

 

- Following regional and 

internationally recognized 

measures to prevent and combat 

IUU fishing including IPOA-

IUU, RPOA-IUU, AN-IUU, and 

PSMA 

- Following and ratifying 

international rules and 

regulations 
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Countries National Fisheries Law and 

Regulation relevant to Combat IUU 

Fishing 

NPOA-IUU International Instrument Relating to 

Fisheries Perspective 

Philippines - The Amended Fisheries Code 

(Republic Act 8550 as 

amended by Republic Act 

10654) is the national law on 

fisheries management, 

conservation, development, 

protection, and utilization. 

- The Implementing Rules and 

Regulations of the amended 

law was issued on 22 

September 2015 as 

Department of Agriculture 

Administrative Order No. 10, 

series of 2015. 

- Fisheries Administrative 

Orders are the administrative 

issuances that implement the 

different provisions of the law. 

- In 2013, the Philippine 

government passed Executive 

Order 154, a National Plan of 

Action to prevent, deter and 

eliminate IUU fishing. 

- The plan outlines priority 

actions that will address the 

ecological, biological, and 

socio-economic challenges 

posed by IUU fishing in a 

coordinated and integrated 

manner with collaboration 

between Philippine 

Government departments and 

agencies. 

- All-State (Flag State, Coastal 

State, and Port State) 

Responsibilities, delving into 

international and national 

policies that aim to address all 

aspects of IUU fishing 

effectively. 

- Trade-related measures 

adopted by Regional Fisheries 

Management Organizations 

(RFMOs) to which the 

Philippines is a party. 

- United Nations Convention on 

the Law of the Sea 

- UN Fish Stocks Agreement 

- FAO Compliance Agreement: 

- 1995 FAO Code of Conduct for 

Responsible Fisheries 

- IPOA-IUU 

- WCPFC Convention 

- The Agreement on Port State 

Measures (PSMA) 

Singapore - The Fisheries Act 1966 is an 

Act for the protection and 

conservation of fisheries, and 

to make provision for the 

-  - A party to the United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the 

Sea 1982 (UNCLOS 1982) in 

1994  
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Countries National Fisheries Law and 

Regulation relevant to Combat IUU 

Fishing 

NPOA-IUU International Instrument Relating to 

Fisheries Perspective 

control of fishing; marketing; 

distribution of fish; use of 

fishing ports and harbours, for 

measures pertaining to the 

general welfare and 

improvement of the fishing 

industry in Singapore. 

- There are four main sections of 

the Fisheries Act: 

• Licensing to conduct 

fishing. 

• Prohibits the use of 

poisons or explosives 

to stupefy or kill fish 

• Prohibits the use of 

trawl-nets in 

Singapore’s territorial 

waters 

• Powers of officers to 

search and detain 

vessels that breach the 

Act 

- A member of the FAO in 2013 

- Entered into Free Trade 

Agreements (FTAs) in the last 

decade, with obligations on 

enhancing fisheries management 

practices, including combatting 

IUU fishing 

- Has maintained our fish carrier’s 

records on the Global Record 

- Cooperates with Regional 

Fisheries Management 

Organisations (RFMOs) 

• Non-Contracting Party 

(NCP) status with 

CCAMLR 

• Issuance of Re-export 

certificates for 

Swordfish and Big-Eye 

Tuna trade with ICCAT 

• Continue to keep 

abreast in developments 

in CCSBT compliance 

meetings 

Thailand - Royal Ordinance on Fisheries 

B.E.2558 and the amendments 

- Act Organizing the Right to 

Fish in Thai Waters B.E. 2482 

- It is a comprehensive legal 

framework governing the 

management of fisheries and 

- The framework and scope: 

• All State 

Responsibilities 

should follow the 

Instrument and 

National Legislation 

Binding Voluntary Instruments 

- CITES  

- UNCLOS  

- FAO CA Under consideration by 

the Cabinet 

-  UN FSA 

- PSMA  
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Countries National Fisheries Law and 

Regulation relevant to Combat IUU 

Fishing 

NPOA-IUU International Instrument Relating to 

Fisheries Perspective 

fleet, monitoring, control and 

surveillance to prevent and 

deter illegal fishing, and 

appropriate sanctions 

proportional to the seriousness 

of wrongdoings 

• The Responsibilities 

of the Flag State are 

fishing vessel 

registration, 

authorization to fish 

and measures to 

control. 

• Coastal State 

Responsibilities are 

measures to prevent, 

deter, and eliminate 

IUU fishing in the 

Thai EEZ and 

Monitoring Control 

and Surveillance in the 

Thai EEZ. 

• Port State Measures 

are notice of access 

and inspection of 

fishing at port and 

foreign vessels in port 

found to be IUU 

vessels, etc. 

• Internationally - 

Agreed Market-related 

Measures are Catch 

Documentation 

Schemes and trade 

related measure. 

- ILO C188  

Non-Binding Voluntary Instruments 

- CCRF  

-  NPOA  (2001) 

- International Guidelines for the 

Management of Deep-sea 

Fisheries in the High Seas  

- VG Flag State Performance  

- VG Securing Sustainable SSF 

(Small-Scale Fisheries) in the 

Context of Food Security and 

Poverty Eradication 

- VG Catch Documentation 

Schemes 

- VG Marking of Fishing Gear 

Viet Nam Legal framework to combat IUU - PM Decision No. 78/QĐ-TTg 

on national plan of action to 

- Signing MOUs on bilateral 

cooperation in fisheries sectors 
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Countries National Fisheries Law and 

Regulation relevant to Combat IUU 

Fishing 

NPOA-IUU International Instrument Relating to 

Fisheries Perspective 

- The Law containing two 

articles 60 and 61 on illegal 

fishing, details 14 acts that are 

considered illegal fishing and 

the certification of fishery 

origin from exploitation. 

- Government Decision has a 

more detailed effect on several 

articles and measures in the 

Fisheries Law, including 

requirements 

 

prevent, deter, and eliminate 

illegal, unreported, and 

unregulated fishing up to 

2025. (16 January 2018) 

- The national plan is in line 

with Viet Nam's fisheries 

policy, guidelines, and 

legislation, including 

comprehensive and integrated 

actions to prevent, deter, and 

eliminate IUU fishing 

effectively, practically 

associated with sustainable 

exploitation of fisheries 

resources; International 

integration, enhancing the 

prestige and affirming the 

position of Viet Nam on the 

international arena. 

- February 2023, the Prime 

Minister signed Decision No. 

81/QĐ-TTg issuing an action 

plan on IUU combat requests 

relevant departments, 

ministries, branches and 

localities to place the highest 

responsibility at present, 

focusing on implementing and 

completing the tasks and 

solutions. 

 

and maintaining annual 

meetings with the Philippines, 

Brunei, Cambodia, and 

Thailand. 

- Signing MOU on IUU with 

Australia; with USA; Hotline 

with Brunei, IUU Declaration 

with Indonesia. 

- Negotiating to sign MOU on 

combating IUU fishing with 

Thailand; Hotline with 

Cambodia, Malaysia, Papua 

New Guinea and Palau. 

- Enhancing bilateral dialogue 

with EC. 

- Develop ASEAN Roadmap for 

combating IUU fishing in the 

period 2021 -2025 

- Participating in AN-IUU and 

assigning focal points for AN-

IUU 

- Strengthening regional 

cooperation on the 

implementation of Port State 

Measures 

- Implementing ASEAN 

guidelines on preventing the 

entry of fish and fishery 

products from IUU fishing 

activities 
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Countries National Fisheries Law and 

Regulation relevant to Combat IUU 

Fishing 

NPOA-IUU International Instrument Relating to 

Fisheries Perspective 

- Implementing ASEAN Regional 

Plan of Action for the 

Management of Fishing 

Capacity. 

- Viet Nam focuses on sustainable 

development of the blue 

economy, maintaining and 

developing the fishery industry 

with the suitable fishing vessels 

structures and occupations that 

allow exploitation of marine 

resources. This process must 

comply with full provisions on 

IUU fishing, relevant 

international conventions and 

agreements to which Viet Nam 

is a signatory or a member 

(UNCLOS 1982, UNFSA, 

PSMA) 
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Michele Ameri Legal Officer
amerim@un.org

Regional Training Course on the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea 1982 (UNCLOS 1982) in Fisheries Perspective

Overview of the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement

IMPORTANT

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this lecture 
do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the 

Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its 
frontiers or boundaries. Provision of  information concerning developments 
relating to the law of the sea emanating from actions and decisions taken by 
States does not imply recognition by the United Nations of the validity of the 

actions and decisions in question. 

Unless expressly stated otherwise, the findings, interpretations and 
conclusions, if any, expressed in this lecture are those of the United Nations 

staff member who prepared it and/or deliver it and do not necessarily 
represent the views of the United Nations or its Member States.
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Fishery problems identified in Chapter 17 of 
Agenda 21 of the 1992 United Nations Conference 

on Environment and Development (UNCED)

• inadequate management of high seas fisheries;

• over‐capitalization in the fishing industry, excessive fleet size;

• overexploitation of the resources, problems of unregulated fishing;

• vessel reflagging to escape controls, insufficiently selective fishing
gear;

• unreliable databases; and

• lack of sufficient cooperation between States.

Hannes Klosterman| #UNWorldOceansDay

United Nations Conference on 
Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly 

Migratory Fish Stocks

• At the request of UNCED, the General Assembly 1992 in its resolution 47/192
(1992) convened the United Nations Conference on Straddling Fish Stocks and
Highly Migratory Fish Stocks to focus on the best way to ensure the long term‐
sustainability of these stocks, including measures for their conservation and
management;

• On 4 August 1995, the Conference adopted the UN Fish Stocks Agreement;

• On 11 December 2001, the Agreement entered into force, following the deposit
by Malta of the thirtieth instrument of accession with the Secretary‐General.

Hannes Klosterman| #UNWorldOceansDay
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United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement

• Full title: United Nations Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982
relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and
Highly Migratory Fish Stocks

• Concluded 4 August 1995; in force 11 December 2001

• 93 Parties (including the European Union)

• Provides a framework for cooperation in the conservation and management of
fishery resources within and beyond areas of national jurisdiction

• Precautionary approach

• Compatibility between measures within and beyond national jurisdiction

• Role of regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements

• Strengthened compliance and enforcement regime

• Recognition of special requirements of developing States

Hannes Klosterman| #UNWorldOceansDay

UNCLOS and the United 
Nations Fish Stocks 
Agreement

• UNCLOS = overarching legal regime
for sustainable fisheries under
international law

• United Nations Fish Stocks
Agreement = detailed legal regime
for straddling fish stocks and highly
migratory fish stocks

• Complemented by other
international rules
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United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement

Hannes Klosterman| #UNWorldOceansDay

Part I UNFSA: General Provisions
• Use of terms and scope (Article 1)

• Objective (Article 2)
• The objective of this Agreement is to ensure the long‐term conservation

and sustainable use of straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish
stocks through effective implementation of the relevant provisions of the
Convention.

• Application (Article 3)
• Mainly conservation and management in ABNJ except articles 5, 6
and 7.

• Relationship between this Agreement and the Convention
(Article 4)

• Nothing in this Agreement shall prejudice the rights, jurisdiction and duties
of States under the Convention. This Agreement shall be interpreted and
applied in the context of and in a manner consistent with the Convention.

Hannes Klosterman| #UNWorldOceansDay

69



Legal regime in UNCLOS ‐ EEZ

• Special provisions for specific types of stocks that
are of interest to more than one State
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UNCLOS Cooperation for specific stocks
• Straddling fish stocks (Article 63(2) UNCLOS)

• the coastal State and the States fishing for such stocks in the adjacent 
area shall seek, either directly or through appropriate subregional or 
regional organizations, to agree upon the measures necessary for the 
conservation of these stocks in the adjacent area

• Highly migratory fish stocks (Article 64 UNCLOS)
• The coastal State and other States whose nationals fish in the region for 

the highly migratory species listed in Annex I shall cooperate directly or 
through appropriate international organizations with a view to ensuring 
conservation and promoting the objective of optimum utilization of such
species throughout the region, both within and beyond the exclusive 
economic zone. In regions for which no appropriate international 
organization exists, the coastal State and other States whose nationals 
harvest these species in the region shall cooperate to establish such an 
organization and participate in its work.

Part II UNFSA: Conservation and Management 
of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory 

Fish Stocks
• General Principles (Article 5)

• Promote optimum utilization (Article 5 (a))
• Measures based on the best scientific evidence available (Article 5 (b))
• Precautionary approach (Article 5 (c), see also Article 6)
• Ecosystem approach (Article 5 (d) and (e))
• Minimize pollution (Article 5 (f))
• Protection of marine biodiversity (Article 5 (g))
• Prevent or eliminate overfishing (Article 5 (h))
• Interests of artisanal or subsistence fishers (Article 5 (i))
• Data collection (Article 5 (j))
• Scientific research (Article 5 (k))
• Monitoring, control and surveillance (Article 5 (l))

Hannes Klosterman| #UNWorldOceansDay
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Conservation and management 
• UNFSA incorporates modern general principles to fisheries management, 

such as the precautionary and ecosystem approaches.

• UNFSA requires conservation and management measures to be adopted 
based on the best scientific evidence available.

• States are required to be more cautious when information is uncertain, 
unreliable or inadequate.

• Among other things, UNFSA stipulates that coastal States and States 
fishing in the high seas shall assess the impacts of fishing, other 
anthropogenic activities and environmental factors on species belonging to 
the same ecosystem or associated with or dependent upon the target 
stocks.

• States are mandated to adopt conservation and management measures
bearing in mind species belonging to the same ecosystem or associated 
with or dependent upon the target stocks.

• Promote optimum utilization

Part II UNFSA: Conservation and 
Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and 

Highly Migratory Fish Stocks
• Application of the precautionary approach (Article
6)
1. States shall apply the precautionary approach widely to

conservation, management and exploitation of straddling fish
stocks and highly migratory fish stocks in order to protect the 
living marine resources and preserve the marine environment

2. States shall be more cautious when information is uncertain,
unreliable or inadequate. The absence of adequate scientific
information shall not be used as a reason for postponing or failing
to take conservation and management measures.

• Compatibility of conservation and management
measures (Article 7)

Hannes Klosterman| #UNWorldOceansDay
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Part III UNFSA : Mechanisms for International 
Cooperation

• Cooperation for conservation and management (Article 8)

• Subregional and regional fisheries management organizations
and arrangements (RFMO/As) (Article 9)

• Functions of RFMO/As (Article 10)

• New members or participants (Article 11)

• Transparency in activities of RFMO/As (Article 12)

• Strengthening of existing organizations and arrangements (Article
13)

• Collection and provision of information and cooperation in
scientific research (Article 14)

• Enclosed and semi‐enclosed seas (Article 15)

• Areas of high seas surrounded entirely by an area under the
national jurisdiction of a single State (Article 16)

Hannes Klosterman| #UNWorldOceansDay

RFMO/As
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Cooperation
• UNFSA strengthens the duty for States to take or 

cooperate with other States in taking conservation measures,
including through sub-regional or regional fisheries 
organizations, as codified in UNCLOS.

• To give effect to this duty, fishing States and coastal States
shall become members of these organizations or agree to 
their conservation and management measures.

• Where such RFMO/As do not exist, relevant fishing and
coastal States shall cooperate to establish such 
organization and arrangements.

• UNFSA also provides for the functions of the RFMO/As as
well as for the rights and obligations of their participants,
including sharing data about the fishery, abiding their rules,
and contributing to funds for scientific assessments.
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Part IV UNFSA: Non‐members and non‐
participants

• Non‐members of organizations and non‐
participants in arrangements (Article 17)

• 1. A State which is not a member of a subregional or regional fisheries 
management organization or is not a participant in a subregional or regional 
fisheries management arrangement, and which does not otherwise agree to 
apply the conservation and management measures established by such 
organization or arrangement, is not discharged from the obligation to 
cooperate, in accordance with the Convention and this Agreement, in the 
conservation and management of the relevant straddling fish stocks and highly 
migratory fish stocks.

• 2. Such State shall not authorize vessels flying its flag to engage in fishing 
operations for the straddling fish stocks or highly migratory fish stocks which are 
subject to the conservation. 

Hannes Klosterman| #UNWorldOceansDay

Part V UNFSA: Duties of the flag State
• Duties of the flag State (Article 18)

• 1. A State whose vessels fish on the high seas shall take such measures as may be 
necessary to ensure that vessels flying its flag comply with subregional and regional 
conservation and management measures and that such vessels do not engage in any 
activity which undermines the effectiveness of such measures.

• 2. A State shall authorize the use of vessels flying its flag for fishing on the high seas only 
where it is able to exercise effectively its responsibilities in respect of such vessels under 
the Convention and this Agreement.

• Measures (Article 18(3)) include: control of such vessels on the high seas by means of fishing 
licences, authorizations or permits; establishment of regulations; establishment of a national 
record of fishing vessels authorized to fish on the high seas; requirements for marking of fishing 
vessels and fishing gear; requirements for recording and timely reporting of vessel position; 
requirements for verifying the catch of target and non‐target species; monitoring, control and 
surveillance of such vessels; regulation of transshipment on the high seas; regulation of fishing 
activities to ensure compliance.

• 4. Where there is a subregionally, regionally or globally agreed system of monitoring, 
control and surveillance in effect, States shall ensure that the measures they impose on 
vessels flying their flag are compatible with that system.

Hannes Klosterman| #UNWorldOceansDay
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Part VI UNFSA: Compliance and 
enforcement

• Compliance and enforcement by the flag State
(Article 19)

• International cooperation in enforcement (Article
20)

• Subregional and regional cooperation in
enforcement (Article 21)

• Basic procedures for boarding and inspection
pursuant to article 21 (Article 22)

• Measures taken by a port State (Article 23)

Hannes Klosterman| #UNWorldOceansDay

Compliance and enforcement
• UNFSA contains a list of obligations for Flag States, including

maintaining records on fishing activities or establishing appropriate
regulations respecting its vessels.

• Flag States are required to ensure compliance by States flying
their flag with relevant conservation and management measures, as
well as to carry the appropriate proceedings to enforce it.

• Port States are required to adopt measures to promote
conservation efforts. These measures may include inspection of
documents, fishing gear and catch on board fishing vessels, and the
adoption of specific regulations regarding landings and
transshipments, among others.

• The UNFSA also allows at-sea boarding and inspections of
documents, catch and fishing gear by members of competent
RFMO/As.
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Part  VII UNFSA: Requirements of 
developing States

• Recognition of the special requirements of
developing States (Article 24)

• Forms of cooperation with developing States
(Article 25)

• Special assistance in the implementation of this
Agreement (Article 26)

Hannes Klosterman| #UNWorldOceansDay

Special requirements of developing States
• UNFSA further recognizes the special requirements of 

developing States in the conservation and management of
straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish stocks, 
whether they occur on the high seas or within national waters
of coastal developing States.

• States Parties are therefore asked to provide assistance to
developing States, directly or indirectly, which can take 
different forms and includes financial assistance,
assistance related to human resources development,
technical assistance and transfer of technology.

• To further assist Developing States in the implementation of
UNFSA, an Assistance Fund was created by the United
Nations General Assembly.
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Part VIII UNFSA: Peaceful settlement of 
disputes

• Obligation to settle disputes by peaceful means
(Article 27)

• Prevention of disputes (Article 28)
• Disputes of a technical nature (Article 29)
• Procedures for the settlement of disputes (Article
30)

• Provisional measures (Article 31)

• Limitations on applicability of procedures for the
settlement of disputes (Article 32)

Hannes Klosterman| #UNWorldOceansDay

Part IX UNFSA: Non‐parties

Part X: Good faith and abuse of rights

Part XI: responsibility and liability

Part XII: Review Conference

Part XIII UNFSA: Final provisions

Annex I UNFSA: Standard requirements for the 
collection and sharing of data

Annex II UNFSA:  Guidelines for the 
application of precautionary reference points 

in conservation and management

Hannes Klosterman| #UNWorldOceansDay
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UNFSA processes

UNFSA Review Conference

• Convened pursuant to Art. 36 of UNFSA

• Mandated to  assess the effectiveness of
the Agreement by reviewing and assessing
the adequacy of its provisions and, if
necessary, proposing means of
strengthening the substance and methods
of implementation of those provisions.

• Held in 2006, resumed in 2010 and 2016;
adopted a series of recommendations

• Review Conference was resumed from 22
to 26 May 2023

• Open to States Parties and States or
entities entitled to become parties, as well
as observers, including

• Relevant IGOs, including RFMO/As

• Relevant NGOs.

UNFSA processes

UNFSA Review Conference

• Discussions on 4 topical clusters of
recommendations adopted in 2016 and
then on “Proposed means of further
strengthening, if necessary, the substance
and methods of implementation of the
provisions of the Agreement”

• Outcome is summary of President plus
negotiated set of recommendations

• Recommendations have impacted work of
FAO, RFMO/As and States in implementing
the Agreement

• May consider how recent legal
developments could impact
implementation of the Agreement
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UNFSA processes

Negotiated outcome based on 
2016 outcome

• Set of recommendations aimed at
improving the full and effective
implementation of UNFSA

• Divided into five substantive
sections

• Updated the recommendations
adopted in 2016 to take into
account recent developments and
changing circumstances

• New recommendations to
strengthen implementation in key
areas

• Procedural decisions regarding RRC
and ICSP

UNFSA processes

Informal Consultations of 
States Parties to UNFSA

• Established in 2001 by A/RES/56/13

• Consideration of specific issues arising
from the implementation of UNFSA,
regionally, sub‐regionally and globally

• Assists in preparation for the Review
Conference

• Reviews implementation of the Agreement

• ICSP‐15 (2022) topic “Implementation of
an ecosystem approach to fisheries
management”

• ICSP‐16 (2023) served as a preparatory
meeting for the Review Conference
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Annual resolution

Sustainable fisheries

• Annual review and evaluation of
implementation of UNFSA and other
developments relating to sustainable fisheries

• Provides global policy guidance

• Informal consultations held every autumn
(November)

• Informal consultations also conducts bottom
fishing review, informed by  a report of the
Secretary‐General and a two‐day multi‐
stakeholder workshop (at variable intervals:
2011, 2016, 2022)

• Usually adopted in December

2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development

Links to targets most related to 
sustainable fisheries:
Sustainable management of fisheries 
and ending illegal fishing (14.4)
Prohibiting harmful fisheries subsidies 
(14.6)
Providing access for small‐scale artisanal 
fishers to marine resources and markets 
(14.b)
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